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The Sacramental Vision

0ln the Chur ch ecal&acl dymbolic gect is sEach bfthasg deliversgracé but what is grac® Grace is

symbolic precisely because itthe efveradisv®Rreads tgf idisel fEBWat
~ Alexander Schmemann, Of Water & the Spirit, 127 the means of grag¢he ways in which grace is given.

0The entire cosmos i s meant a n

gift from God in and through which we enter into the joy of his

heavenl y ~-fHanseBoersma, leaenly Participation, 9

Each of these authors (one Orthodox, the other Evangeli-
cal) highlights a way of viewing this world that is sacra-
mental in character. 1t&és a
ently, not through the cloud of sin, but unveiledin glory.
Such vi si o rsaclarbemabceaclaluisreg i t 0 s

ble on account of the sacraments

Baptism, Preaching, and the Eucharist are not three sepa-
rate entities, as if each stands apart from the other. And
yet , t h e yiduniguelydgiventarid mstituted by

our Lord in order to forgive our sins and draw us into the
mystery of His life; that is, to make us Christian.

These sacraments
Theydre not additional
but the very substance. Our Augsburg Confession recog-
nizes this as it defines the Church:
0O0ur churches teach that one holy Church is to remain for-
ever. The Church is the congregation of saints in which the
Gospel is purely taught and the Sacraments are correctly
administered AC VII:1)

As the Church is the gathering of saints around the Gos-
pel and Sacrament s, itods
and customs derive their meaning from the Gospel and
Sacraments. Every ritualii bowing, kneeling, signing the
crossi extols the Gospel and Sacraments.

no

But it must be clear that what makes the Gospel and Sac-
raments so important and foundational to what the
Church is and who we are as Christians is that they are
the means by which Jesus is present for us.

I know, | know fi Jesus is preseneverywhereBut that sort
of presence doesndt mean
for us. Being locatable means He gives Himself to us in
time and pl ace; and thatods
about. Thatds al so what

So what is asacramer2 Our Confessions define them as,
orites, which have the command of God and to which the
promi se of gr a@mlXllxBE been

By this definition our Confessions count three: Baptism,

Absol uti on, and the Lordos

Supper

éagly, osuredép\r/egatioalt’l %f a gacrg'maerg:tarl v?omjsienwtin:

general, and the sacraments in particular is largely due
to a depreciation of the forgiveness of sins. Too often |
heabut 60l 6ve been & o@rgsmén, th

more than forgivene8s6 L ut her rightly e:
W@ ys 0df S€ien 9 Ji ® V@tidéheerinar®is d ¢ 4

forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvdtion.

I Ot nﬁl sﬁ/fe aﬁdosgblsétlorihat Christianity is all about.

And thatds not | u slifeans ealaaionf ut
but a real participation in the life and salvatiorof Christ

Jesus Himself. Where sins are forgiven, participation in

Christ ensues. In this way, the sacraments are the means

by which we participate in Jesusfit hat i s t o sa
the means of His presence in and among us.

ar e-afnd-above;x U I 1fall hdt i8 tuk, then héW coultl Werot extol these
t @ W h ghdramerits as@radhslifed HOw db@d we Aok Ibng fori @ n

the Holy Communion? How could we not daily remem-

ber our Baptismal identity? How could we not seek to

hear those words again and again:| forgive yo® For by

these very words wedre given
olt is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of

God, who | oved me a(Ga22fave
WRades dhatsaddamdnth®Irr mddieis
this sacrament al vision |6d

recognize that all we receive in Church is oriented to-

ward this life in Christ. All the rites and rituals, symbols

and prayersit hey or e all l eading to
these means of grace. And that because these sacraments

are real;real because they deliver Christ for the forgive-

ness of sin.

I f wedre able to recover thi

anyWedlnlg alfs Helse alpkaeranenialfiicthogy w et

is, as a gift given by God t

wataneighpon as thoughdogking threuphdhe Badyof a | |
mak eGhrai $ta.cr Wene Inla laishayasiing avwale of siny a t

as Luther says. Only with a proper view of the sacra-

ments will we be able to say that Jesus is presentvery-

\gh(grg For bg His Body, He bodies us together as the
ody OPChI‘ISt; and He gives us for the life of the world.

( A pYeurs inGhrist) ourdifg, Pastor Boyle



1 Thoughts from Pastor Brockman

hymnal. Do not give a listen to your favorite CD. Do

| google uplssues, EtcMake your list from memory and
ithe church year. Here is
‘I fluence your list, my list is at the end of this article.

1 Made your list? Now, | want you to go to your hymnal
Look at the tiny, tiny print at the bottom (or the top) of

Top Ten selections are in our hymnals!). Write down
hind each hymn the year of the text and the tune. If those years are from the late 1800

the page of each hymn (I pray you are Lutheran and tHour

| Quick. Grab a pencil and a piece of paper. Any paper|will
| do. Make a list of your top ten hymns. Do not open yqur

t

e_

or

early 1900s, your hymn is not ancient, it is not really old. If your hymn has a date from fhe

1500s or from the'or 6" century, that hymn is old.

Many hymn singers say, ndl | ike the ol d
SomehymAd overs equate an Aol d hymno as be
by popular artists. Tennessee Ernie Foli

cordedin the Gardena popular hymn in much of Protestant America, but not a Lutherar
hymn (it has never been published in any of our hymnalshe Gardens just a century
oddwritten, tuned and published i n WHKatla2

Friend We Have in Jesuhis hymn at least goes back to th& t@ntury (1855 written, 186

which came our English version during and after World War 1. It was written in Swedis

h
ng
d.

tuned). The Swedish hynthow Great Thou Aris hardly old in any of the languages throuyh

1885, then translated to German in 1907, to Russian in 1922 and finally to EHglsiGrea
Thou Artwas popularized at Billy Graham crusades in the 1950s.
In 1925, theLutheran Witnespublished an informal survey of the top twenty hymns of
LCMS young people. Here are the top ten, from 91 yearsvdgat a Friend We Have in
Jesus; Rock of Ages; Abide with Me; A Mighty Fortress; Just as | Am; Jesus, Lover of
Soul ; Savior, I Foll ow On; Nearer, My
Stranger Here

This was not a strong Lutheran hymnic canon. OutsideMighty Fortressthis list did not
show a familiarity with Aol do Lutheran
Chapel at Concordia Theological Seminary at Ft. Wayne and the project diredtothferan
Service Book (LSBlaments this fact. Dr. Grime writes of trends in the 1920sfi é é .
Missouri Synod was rapidly losing its hymnic heritage. Though the Synod was undoubtt
edly still wearing proudly its moniker as the singing church, it was, in reality, sounding &
| ot more | i ke the gener al Protestants {

OQuch! Thatodés a biting critique. Luther

o d

hy
h e

h a
an.

heritage base is third century through seventeenth century. Protestant does ably descripe us

is a mush word, used primarily by Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox who think

AProtestanto is the soggy category for
Baptists and Noflenoms. Protestant does not mean the same thing today as in 1925 af
it was coined iIin 1529. I f our singing-

growth,nond enomi nati onal i stso t h eontinged gqnomext phgs |.
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Li ke many of Graceds member s, |l too ger
The Lutheran Hymnal (TLHPuring the year of my vicarage (1982 in Bismarck, ND, the
Synod was trying to sell (not very well) a new hyninalutheran WorshigLW). Inside these

bl ue covers where hymns | had never sun
ones as possible. In writing this article, | did ay&ar recall. | openeddW and was amazed.
The majority of the hymns | | earned wer
1779Amazing GraceHymns not printedifiLH.Her e 6s a parti al |
following:

O Lord of Light, Who Made the Stard.atin hymn from the 9 century

Once Again My Heart Rejoicégext and tune from the 1600s

Let Our Gladness Have No Eidext and tune from the f&entury

The Only Son from Heavértext and tune from the 1500s

From God the Father, VirgiBorni text/11" century; tune/1700s

Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Faitext and tune from the f%entury

The Royal Banners Forward Gaext/6" century; tune 1500s

Sing, My Tongué text 6" century; tune 1967

At the Lambés Hiexylcéherg;suhe 1586 Si ng

| Bind unto Myself Todaly text/5" century; tune unknown
| learned others. The above list includes only those hymns from the Advent to Trinity sea
Interestingly, the hymns listed above are all includddSE | never knew in 1983 that anothg
hymnal would be so quickly (less than 25 years) produced. In my short two years as ass
pastor at Grace | haveldadhymnkéatexs$ om
During the end of the Pentecost season Pastor Boyle chakef All Hopefulnes§#738). New
to me. Text and tune. |l 6m t hankful we h
also learned, with all of you, the tuheParadisiumfor the Christmas hym@® Jesus Christ,
Thy Manger Isand the tun&lvet Bankgor the Epiphanytide hymmo Jordan Came the Chris
OurLord.l someti mes think that this old dogd
(hymns) . 0
Just for the record, Past or OBesusChuist,iTlsy Mang
Is (20" century)and toTo Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lof21% century). The tunes by whid
I | earned these two hymns were from the

Pastor Boyle is teaching you finew, cont
Nonetheless, | promised you my Top Ten Hymn List. Here it is, with text and tune years
following:

From Heaven Above to Earth | Cofingext and tune from the early 1500s
Savior of the Nations, Coniigfrom Latin in the 4 century
O Come, O Come, Emmaniiel2" or 13" century
The Only Son From Heavértext and tune from the early 1500s
O Sacred Head Now Woundidlatin text/14” century; tune early 1600s
A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forthtext/1600s; tune/1500s
| Know that My Redeemer Livégext and tune from the 1700s
A Mighty Fortress y oud6r e not Lutheran i f you ¢
Behold A Host, Arrayed in Whitetext/1765; tune/1'7 century
O Lord, We Praise Thd&el523, more or less!
How does my Top Ten compare with yours?

Gottad | ove those Aol do hymns! Pas
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(Qu® Pasa a Gracia? = What 0s
with Hispanic Ministry

Grace Lutheran Church in Wichita experienced a joyous end
2015 and beginning of 2016 with three baptisms in two Diving
Services. On December 31 Mayra Yanet Payan Sanchez wa
baptized and on January 3, daughters Judith and Mayrani we
baptized. Mayra was brought to the church by her sister Patr
having come to Wichita with her three children over a year ag
During Baptismal Catechesis with Pastor Michael Brockman,
Mayra informed him that two of her three daughters were not
baptized. However, because of work and travel schedules wi
baptismal candidates, godparents and witnesses, it was not
possible to baptize all three in the same service.

As theEve of the Circumcision and Name of Jeseivice was : i
scheduled on December 31, M s
beginning of that service. The baptism was done by Pastor .
Brockman, Hispanic Outreach Pastor, and assisted by Pasto
Geoff Boyle, Gracebs senior
Spanish with a sidby-side bulletin translation to English. Som
of the Sanchezos Denver rel
31 service, but could not be present for the January 3 service
when Mayradés two daugh-

| ters were baptized at the weekly 2:00 p.m. Spanish Mass, with oth

What a joy it was for those who spoke only English, those who spq
only Spanish and those conversant in both languages to witness
baptisms during the celebration of the circumcision and birth of Je
Truly, those who were fidead i1
[their] flesh, God made alive

| local relatives being present only for the baptisms of the daughters.
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Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio @

(Theological Reading Group) ®

Typical Schedule: Locations: &/J
9:000 9:45 am Matins Grace Lutheran Church ®
9:450 11:45 am Reading Discussion 3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, t/)
KS )

] 11:45 amd Noon  Prayer Trinity Lutheran Church &/3
Noon & 1:00 pm Lunch 611 S Erie, Wichita, KS @

2016 Reading Schedule: k/

% January 26 (Grace, Wichita) **irregular date B

6 Schmemann, Alexander. Of Water & the Spirit: A Liturgical Study of Baptism Cr est wood: S Vi

& A

@ February 16 (Trinity, Wichita) %

@ Sasse, HermannWe Confess the ChurcBt. Louis: CPH, 1986. &/A

@ March 15 (Grace, Wichita) ®

@ Lischer, Richard. A Theology of Preaching: The Dynamics of the GoRmlised Ed. Eugene: Wipf & Stock, t/)

@ 2001. ®

@ April 19 (Trinity, Wichita) R

@ Gregory of Nyssa, On the Soul and the Resurrectiddr e st wood: St . VI adds, 1 @) 3.

)

@ May 17 (Grace, Wichita) ®

® Chemnitz, Martin. Chemnitz's Works, Volume 6: The Two Natures in Christ. Louis: CPH, 1971; 2007. t(l

@ June 21(Trinity, Wichi @

&y June (Trinity, Wichita)

® Stephenson, J. & T. Winger, edsYou My People, Shall Be Holy: A Festschrift in Honor of John W. Kleinig &4

Q2 Nagel, Norman E. O0BRct owt agpgstlésR@lEsi ad d @
Senkbeil, Harold L. oLead Us Not into Temptati ¢§f: Ac
Stephenson, John R. O0Towards an Exegetical andEgyste

on

@ Episcopa2gs (275

R Weinrich, William C. oLeviticus as-3®) Christian ook

@ Wi nger, Thomas M. 0The Priesthood of the Baptid:

@ and a Goa88)6 (313 ®

)

@ July 19 (Grace, Wichita) t/a

(‘% Brege, DanielJEat i ng Godds Sacrifice: The LordE)Z()lOSupp Por

5 g

A A 16 Trinity, Wichi A

8| August (Trinity, Wichita)

@ Russell, Norman, trans. The Lives of the Desert Fathe@®stercian Publications, 1981. t?_\)

@ September 20 (Grace, Wichita) gl

(\_{) Johnson, Maxwell E. Praying and Believing in Early Christianity: The Interplay Between Christian Worshigj%}

a and Doctrine. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2013. @

@ October 18 (Trinity, Wichita) &/A

(\_{) Luther, Martin. Lut h er 0 s-S@maonklkSt. Lo@s: CPH, 1968. @

% a

%] November 15 (Grace, Wichita) s

% Peterson, Eugene.The Pastor: A MemoimlNew York: HarperOne, 2012. @

A A

December 20 (Trinity, Wichita) 5

% Gieschen, Charles A., ed.The Law in Holy ScriptureSt. Louis: CPH, 2004. @

/\ 1) Went he, De dorah®t ooyhel dentity or Duty as-35) he Eenc

® 2) Al l'i son, Dal orab. (8%)5esus and LZ\)

@ 3) bas, A. Andrew 0O0Beyond Covenant al Nomism:-l?Bau, Ju

@ 4 Scaer, David PRlLeod4 aWori2e9 @ (LhWwl ®
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