
 

 

Each of these delivers graceñbut what is grace? Grace is 
the forgiveness of sin. Thatõs why we call the sacraments 
the means of grace, the ways in which grace is given.  
 

Sadly, our depreciation of a sacramental worldview in 
general, and the sacraments in particular is largely due 
to a depreciation of the forgiveness of sins. Too often I  
hear: òbut Iõve been forgiven, now what?ó Or, òisnõt there 
more than forgiveness?ó Luther rightly extols the forgive-
ness of sins in the Small Catechism: òand where there is 
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.ó 
 

Itõs this life and salvation that Christianity is all about. 
And thatõs not just some future, distant life and salvation, 
but a real participation in the life and salvation of Christ 
Jesus Himself. Where sins are forgiven, participation in 
Christ ensues. In this way, the sacraments are the means 
by which we participate in Jesusñthat is to say, theyõre 
the means of His presence in and among us. 
 

If all that is true, then how could we not extol these     
sacraments as our very life? How could we not long for 
the Holy Communion? How could we not daily remem-
ber our Baptismal identity? How could we not seek to 
hear those words again and again: I forgive you? For by 
these very words weõre given to say with St. Paul,  
òIt is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.ó (Gal 2:20) 

 

Thatõs the sacramental reality of the Church. And itõs 
this sacramental vision Iõd like us to recover. Itõs to     
recognize that all we receive in Church is oriented to-
ward this life in Christ. All the rites and rituals, symbols 
and prayersñtheyõre all leading to and flowing from 
these means of grace. And that because these sacraments 
are real; real because they deliver Christ for the forgive-
ness of sin.  
 

If weõre able to recover this view of the sacraments, then 
weõll also be able to view this world sacramentallyñthat 
is, as a gift given by God to us and us to God. Weõll see 
our neighbor as though looking through the Body of 
Christ. Weõll see in all water a lavish washing away of sin, 
as Luther says. Only with a proper view of the sacra-
ments will we be able to say that Jesus is present every-
where. For by His Body, He bodies us together as the 
Body of Christ; and He gives us for the life of the world.  
 

Yours in Christ, our life, Pastor Boyle 
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      G r a c e  N o t e s 
The Sacramental Vision 

òIn the Church everything is always real. Each symbolic act is 
symbolic precisely because it reveals Reality itselféó  

~ Alexander Schmemann, Of Water & the Spirit, 127 
òThe entire cosmos is meant to serve as a sacrament: a material 
gift from God in and through which we enter into the joy of his 
heavenly presence.ó  ~ Hans Boersma, Heavenly Participation, 9 
 

Each of these authors (one Orthodox, the other Evangeli-
cal) highlights a way of viewing this world that is sacra-
mental in character. Itõs a way of seeing everything differ-
ently, not through the cloud of sin, but unveiled in glory. 
Such vision Iõm calling sacramental because itõs only possi-
ble on account of the sacraments.  
 

Baptism, Preaching, and the Eucharist are not three sepa-
rate entities, as if each stands apart from the other. And 
yet, theyõre distinctñuniquely given and instituted by 
our Lord in order to forgive our sins and draw us into the 
mystery of His life; that is, to make us Christian. 
 

These sacraments arenõt extra credit, or over-and-above. 
Theyõre not additional to what it means to be Christianñ
but the very substance. Our Augsburg Confession recog-
nizes this as it defines the Church: 
òOur churches teach that one holy Church is to remain for-
ever. The Church is the congregation of saints in which the 
Gospel is purely taught and the Sacraments are correctly 
administered.ó (AC VII:1)  

 

As the Church is the gathering of saints around the Gos-
pel and Sacraments, itõs no wonder that all of her rites 
and customs derive their meaning from the Gospel and 
Sacraments. Every ritualñbowing, kneeling, signing the 
crossñextols the Gospel and Sacraments.  
 

But it must be clear that what makes the Gospel and Sac-
raments so important and foundational to what the 
Church is and who we are as Christians is that they are 
the means by which Jesus is present for us. 
 

I know, I know ñJesus is present everywhere. But that sort 
of presence doesnõt mean anything if Heõs not locatable 
for us. Being locatable means He gives Himself to us in 
time and place; and thatõs what the Incarnation is all 
about. Thatõs also what makes a sacrament a sacrament.  
 

So what is a sacrament? Our Confessions define them as,  
òrites, which have the command of God and to which the 
promise of grace has been added.ó (Apol. XIII:3)  

By this definition our Confessions count three: Baptism, 
Absolution, and the Lordõs Supper (Apol XIII:4).  
 

 



 

 

       
 

Quick. Grab a pencil and a piece of paper. Any paper will 

do. Make a list of your top ten hymns. Do not open your 

hymnal. Do not give a listen to your favorite CD. Do not 

google up Issues, Etc. Make your list from memory and 

the church year. Here is mineéééOK, so as not to in-

fluence your list, my list is at the end of this article. 

Made your list? Now, I want you to go to your hymnal. 

Look at the tiny, tiny print at the bottom (or the top) of 

the page of each hymn (I pray you are Lutheran and your 

Top Ten selections are in our hymnals!). Write down be-

hind each hymn the year of the text and the tune. If those years are from the late 1800s or 

early 1900s, your hymn is not ancient, it is not really old. If your hymn has a date from the 

1500s or from the 5th or 6th century, that hymn is old. 

   Many hymn singers say, ñI like the old hymns.ò That statement needs some reference points. 

Some hymn-lovers equate an ñold hymnò as being one they knew growing up or heard sung 

by popular artists. Tennessee Ernie Ford. Roy and Dale Rogers. Both Ford and the Rogersô re-

corded In the Garden, a popular hymn in much of Protestant America, but not a Lutheran 

hymn (it has never been published in any of our hymnals). In the Garden is just a century 

oldðwritten, tuned and published in 1912 in New Jersey. Another ñfavorite oldieò is What a 

Friend We Have in Jesus. This hymn at least goes back to the 19th century (1855 written, 1868 

tuned). The Swedish hymn How Great Thou Art is hardly old in any of the languages through 

which came our English version during and after World War II. It was written in Swedish in 

1885, then translated to German in 1907, to Russian in 1922 and finally to English. How Great 

Thou Art was popularized at Billy Graham crusades in the 1950s. 

In 1925, the Lutheran Witness published an informal survey of the top twenty hymns of 

LCMS young people. Here are the top ten, from 91 years ago: What a Friend We Have in    

Jesus; Rock of Ages; Abide with Me; A Mighty Fortress; Just as I Am; Jesus, Lover of My 

Soul; Savior, I Follow On; Nearer, My God, to Thee; In the Hour of Trial and Iôm But a 

Stranger Here.  

   This was not a strong Lutheran hymnic canon. Outside of A Mighty Fortress, this list did not 

show a familiarity with ñoldò Lutheran hymns. A recent article by Pastor Paul Grime, Dean of 

Chapel at Concordia Theological Seminary at Ft. Wayne and the project director for Lutheran 

Service Book (LSB), laments this fact. Dr. Grime writes of trends in the 1920s, ñéé..the 

Missouri Synod was rapidly losing its hymnic heritage. Though the Synod was undoubt-

edly still wearing proudly its moniker as the singing church, it was, in reality, sounding a 

lot more like the general Protestants than like Lutherans.ò 

   Ouch! Thatôs a biting critique. Lutherans are Apostolic. Orthodox. Catholic. Our hymnic 

heritage base is third century through seventeenth century. Protestant does ably describe us. It 

is a mush word, used primarily by Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox who think 

ñProtestantò is the soggy category for Lutherans, Mennonites, Presbyterians, Methodists,  

Baptists and Non-denoms. Protestant does not mean the same thing today as in 1925 as when 

it was coined in 1529. If our singing today makes us sound more like Protestants or ñchurch-

growth, non-denominationalistsò then a pox IS upon our house.        continued on next page ... 



 

 

Like many of Graceôs members, I too germinated, sprouted and vegetated within the hymns of 

The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH). During the year of my vicarage (1982-3) in Bismarck, ND, the 

Synod was trying to sell (not very well) a new hymnalðLutheran Worship (LW). Inside these 

blue covers where hymns I had never sung. I made it my goal to learn as many of the ñnewò 

ones as possible. In writing this article, I did a 33-year recall. I opened LW and was amazed. 

The majority of the hymns I learned were ñoldò hymns. Really old hymns! Older than Newtonôs 

1779 Amazing Grace. Hymns not printed in TLH. Hereôs a partial list, with text and tune years 

following: 

O Lord of Light, Who Made the Stars ï Latin hymn from the 9th century 

Once Again My Heart Rejoices ï text and tune from the 1600s 

Let Our Gladness Have No End ï text and tune from the 15th century 

The Only Son from Heaven ï text and tune from the 1500s 

From God the Father, Virgin-Born ï text/11th century; tune/1700s 

Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair ï text and tune from the 15th century 

The Royal Banners Forward Go ï text/6th century; tune 1500s 

Sing, My Tongue ï text 6th century; tune 1967 

At the Lambôs High Feast We Sing ï text/17th century; tune 1566 

I Bind unto Myself Today ï text/5th century; tune unknown 

I learned others. The above list includes only those hymns from the Advent to Trinity seasons. 

Interestingly, the hymns listed above are all included in LSB. I never knew in 1983 that another 

hymnal would be so quickly (less than 25 years) produced. In my short two years as associate 

pastor at Grace I have had to learn some other ñnew-oldò hymnséétext and tune.  

During the end of the Pentecost season Pastor Boyle chose Lord of All Hopefulness (#738). New 

to me. Text and tune. Iôm thankful we have such an accomplished organist in Lauren. I have 

also learned, with all of you, the tune In Paradisium for the Christmas hymn O Jesus Christ, 

Thy Manger Is and the tune Elvet Banks for the Epiphanytide hymn To Jordan Came the Christ, 

Our Lord. I sometimes think that this old dog (me!) ought not have to learn these ñnew tricks 

(hymns).ò  

Just for the record, Pastor Boyle is teaching you ñnewò melodies to O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger 

Is (20th century) and to To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord (21st century). The tunes by which 

I learned these two hymns were from the 1600s and 1500s, respectively. I knew the ñold tunes.ò 

Pastor Boyle is teaching you ñnew, contemporaryò tunes! Just thought you might want to know.    
 

Nonetheless, I promised you my Top Ten Hymn List. Here it is, with text and tune years        

following:    

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come ï text and tune from the early 1500s 

Savior of the Nations, Come ï from Latin in the 4th century 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ï 12th or 13th century 

The Only Son From Heaven ï text and tune from the early 1500s 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded ï Latin text/14th century; tune early 1600s 

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth ï text/1600s; tune/1500s 

I Know that My Redeemer Lives ï text and tune from the 1700s 

A Mighty Fortress ï youôre not Lutheran if you canôt give a date for text and tune! 

Behold A Host, Arrayed in White ï text/1765; tune/17th century 

O Lord, We Praise Thee ï 1523, more or less! 

How does my Top Ten compare with yours?  

Gottaô love those ñoldò hymns!      Pastor Brockman 



 

 

¿Qu® Pasa a Gracia?  =  Whatôs happening at Grace?éé. 

with Hispanic Ministry 

Grace Lutheran Church in Wichita experienced a joyous end of 

2015 and beginning of 2016 with three baptisms in two Divine  

Services. On December 31 Mayra Yanet Payan Sanchez was  

baptized and on January 3, daughters Judith and Mayrani were  

baptized. Mayra was brought to the church by her sister Patricia, 

having come to Wichita with her three children over a year ago. 

During Baptismal Catechesis with Pastor Michael Brockman, 

Mayra informed him that two of her three daughters were not  

baptized. However, because of work and travel schedules with the 

baptismal candidates, godparents and witnesses, it was not       

possible to baptize all three in the same service. 

  

As the Eve of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus service was 

scheduled on December 31, Mayraôs baptism was included at the 

beginning of that service. The baptism was done by Pastor 

Brockman, Hispanic Outreach Pastor, and assisted by Pastor 

Geoff Boyle, Graceôs senior pastor. The baptism was done in 

Spanish with a side-by-side bulletin translation to English. Some 

of the Sanchezôs Denver relatives were present for the December 

31 service, but could not be present for the January 3 service 

when Mayraôs two daugh-

ters were baptized at the weekly 2:00 p.m. Spanish Mass, with other 

local relatives being present only for the baptisms of the daughters. 

  

What a joy it was for those who spoke only English, those who spoke 

only Spanish and those conversant in both languages to witness  

baptisms during the celebration of the circumcision and birth of Jesus. 

Truly, those who were ñdead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of 

[their] flesh, God made alive together with Himò (Colossians 2).  



 

 

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio  
(Theological Reading Group) 

Typical Schedule:  Locations: 
9:00 ð 9:45 am Matins  Grace Lutheran Church 
9:45 ð 11:45 am Reading Discussion 3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, 
KS 
11:45 am ð Noon  Prayer Trinity Lutheran Church 
Noon ð 1:00 pm Lunch 611 S Erie, Wichita, KS 

2016 Reading Schedule: 
January 26 (Grace, Wichita) **irregular date 
 Schmemann, Alexander. Of Water & the Spirit: A Liturgical Study of Baptism. Crestwood: St. Vladõs, 1997. 
 

February 16  (Trinity, Wichita)  
Sasse, Hermann, We Confess the Church. St. Louis: CPH, 1986. 

 

March 15 (Grace, Wichita) 
 Lischer, Richard. A Theology of Preaching: The Dynamics of the Gospel. Revised Ed. Eugene: Wipf & Stock,  

2001. 
 

April 19  (Trinity, Wichita)  
 Gregory of Nyssa, On the Soul and the Resurrection. Crestwood: St. Vladõs, 1993. 
 

May 17  (Grace, Wichita) 
 Chemnitz, Martin. Chemnitz's Works, Volume 6: The Two Natures in Christ. St. Louis: CPH, 1971; 2007. 
 

June 21  (Trinity, Wichita)  
Stephenson, J. & T. Winger, eds. You My People, Shall Be Holy: A Festschrift in Honor of John W. Kleinig. 
Nagel, Norman E. òBestowing Hands and Potestas ordinisó (pgs. 165-204) 
Senkbeil, Harold L. òLead Us Not into Temptation: Acedia, the Pastoral Pandemicó (263-274) 
Stephenson, John R. òTowards an Exegetical and Systematic Appraisal of Lutherõs Scattered Thoughts 

on  
 Episcopacyó (275-296) 
Weinrich, William C. òLeviticus as a Christian Book: Patristic Instancesó (297-312) 
Winger, Thomas M. òThe Priesthood of the Baptised: The Testimony of Luther, Peter, Humpty Dumpty, 
and a Goató (313-336) 

 

July 19  (Grace, Wichita) 
Brege, Daniel J. Eating Godõs Sacrifice: The Lordõs Supper Portrayed in Old Testament Sacrifice. 2010. 

 

August 16 (Trinity, Wichita)  
 Russell, Norman, trans. The Lives of the Desert Fathers. Cistercian Publications, 1981. 
 

September 20 (Grace, Wichita) 
Johnson, Maxwell E. Praying and Believing in Early Christianity: The Interplay Between Christian Worship 
and Doctrine. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2013. 

 

October 18 (Trinity, Wichita)  
Luther, Martin. Lutherõs Works 52 - Sermons II. St. Louis: CPH, 1968. 

 

November 15 (Grace, Wichita) 
 Peterson, Eugene. The Pastor: A Memoir. New York: HarperOne, 2012. 
 

December 20 (Trinity, Wichita)  
 Gieschen, Charles A., ed. The Law in Holy Scripture. St. Louis: CPH, 2004. 

1) Wenthe, Dean O. òThe Torah Story: Identity or Duty as the Essence of the Lawó (pgs. 21-35) 
2) Allison, Dale C. òJesus and Torahó (75-95) 
3) Das, A. Andrew òBeyond Covenantal Nomism: Paul, Judaism, and Perfect Obedienceó (149-171) 
4) Scaer, David P. òLaw in a Law-less Worldó (191-209) 



 

 


