Grace Notes
April 2016

Volume 64, Issue 3

Christ and Creation

“Wise or proud, terrified or enticed as we may be, the truth stands:
In the beginning, God created heaven and earth.” ~ St. Thomas Aquinas
I’ve been asked to sit at a panel of pastors from various
denominations addressing Genesis 1-2 as part of a series
called “Great Conversations”. The event is Tuesday, April
12th from 7-9pm at Church of the Resurrection Charismatic
Episcopal Church (5318 E. 37th St North in Bel Aire). What
follows is roughly what I’ll hope to present.
“I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.” We’re here today to ask the very Lutheran question:
what does this mean?
Ever since reading Narnia to my kids, when I consider the
voice that brought it all into being, I remember Aslan’s
song—that beautiful, deep, First Voice. The scene gave me
shivers. That voice, of course, is the eternal Logos, Jesus
Christ (Jn 1:1-3; cf. Ps 29; 148:5).
There’s no coercion upon God to create—no necessity or
lack that led Him to speak. There was only His good and
gracious will, and the outpouring of His love. In love, God
the Father created this world out of nothing through the
eternal Word, who is His only-begotten Son, by the power of
the Holy Spirit, who is the Lord and giver of life.
This Triune God created all that is—as His enscriptured Word
says—in 6 (24-hour) days. I don’t agree with St. Augustine,
who considered, “What kind of days these are…difficult or even
impossible for us to imagine.” As “day” is given to light, and
“night” to darkness (Gen 1:5)—which are later governed by
the Sun and Moon, with no indication of a change in duration (1:14,18)—we have no reason to read “day” or “night”
as anything other than Moses or the Israelites would’ve understood by day and night. If he intended something less
descript, he could’ve just as easily said ages, or generations,
common to the Scriptures. That “day” is sometimes metaphorical or eschatological is true—such as “the day of the
Lord” (Zech 14), or “with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Pet 3:8; cf. Ps 90:4)—
but the question is whether this context demands such a departure from the natural meaning, as it might in eschatological or poetic literature. And while I believe Genesis 1-2:3 is
carefully crafted—even bearing poetic qualities (symmetry,
inclusio, repetition)—the words, though miraculous, are to
be taken literally.
I believe Moses wrote Genesis, not by his own will, but from
God, “carried along by the Holy Spirit,” as St. Peter says (2 Pet
1:21). To that end, Moses isn’t simply copying a common
Ancient Near Eastern myth, like the Enuma Elish, but writes
what the Lord reveals, inspired by the Holy Spirit.

I also believe the text is reliable, not some stitching together
of Yahwist and Priestly sources by some Deuteronomical
redactor to spread propaganda. To that end, Genesis 1 and
2 aren’t two separate Creation accounts. Gen 2:4 and
following highlights the creation of man. And although
Gen 2:5 seems to contradict the order of days from Gen 1,
putting man (day 6) before vegetation (day 3), there’s little
concern here. The vegetation that hadn’t yet sprung up was
the natural growth and generation we see in this world
naturally. There’s a distinction between God’s ex nihilo
creation, and the creation of both man and beast, as well as
vegetation, that carries on even today synergistically—that
is, through natural regeneration.
I find modern theories of (macro-)evolution mutually
exclusive with Creation as our Lord has it in Gen 1-2.
Evolution is presented as an arbitrary, cruel, and
intrinsically meaningless process, based on coercion and
death. Creation, however, is intentional and based on
freedom and life. Evolution is a process of the survival of
the fittest that demands death, which doesn’t exist until
Genesis 3. So-called Theistic Evolution assumes the process
of evolution on a grand scale, but places it under God’s
direction—which suggests a process guided by selfishness
and death, rather than love and life. I find the creation of all
things by the voice of God in a mere six days as no more
unbelievable than the resurrection from the dead. This isn’t
to discredit scientific analysis and research—in fact, Christians ought to be the best scientists, pursuing how things
work as the joyful play in the Creator’s gift.
Lastly, Creation is best scene through the cross. Revelation
speaks of Jesus as “the lamb who was slain from the foundation
of the world” (Rev 13:8). As such, our time line is a bit
warped. It’s not to discredit our 6 days, but to say that
every day—from creation until consummation—is drawn
up into Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world (Jn 1:29). It’s this way of thinking that gave rise to the
8th Day. In the West, we just went through Holy Week. On
Good Friday (the 6th day), Pilate prophetically says,
“Behold, the man!” On Saturday (the Sabbath), God rested
from all His labors in the tomb. And on Sunday, the new first
day, the 8th day, God rose from the dead, ushering in a
New Creation in His flesh for us. The days matter. And
Creation is ordered as it is from the cross, just as we are.

Yours in Christ, the Voice of our Creation, Pastor Boyle

Our Ash Wednesday ashes have long since been washed away. Our palm branches have
dried and await next year’s fire. The darkness of Good Friday gave way to Holy Saturday
light and an Easter morning organ crescendo. That which our Lord announced to His Twelve
has been celebrated by us. The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed and after three days rise again.
Who among the baptized could deny these truths told by Jesus? Who among the baptized would be ashamed of what
was to be done through Jesus?
Saint Peter was. Jesus had to rebuke Apostle Peter. “Get behind Me, Satan,” said our Lord. Then Jesus surrounded Peter
and the Eleven with a crowd and spurred them with these words (Mark 8:34-38):
If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever would save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life my My sake and the Gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to
gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can a man give in return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of Me
and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he come in
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.
Our fifty days of Easter celebration, our week leading to the great Pentecost and our months of living in the witness of
the Spirit until Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and next year’s ashes, Holy Week and Easter are days of self-denial, crossbearing and unashamedness. It won’t be easy! You will be tempted. You will be tried. You will fall. You will confess.
You will be absolved. Many times. You may not celebrate next Easter in our chapel. You may lose your life for Jesus’
sake. You may be celebrating with all the saints. Who knows?
This much we do know. Satan will tempt. Your flesh will lust. The world will allure.
Would you forfeit your life for a fistful of dollars or would it take a million dollar lottery to entice you?
Would you deny Christ’s words for the thrill of a one-night amorous encounter or would it take many years married to a
beautiful but Christ-denying Delilah?
Would it shame and embarrass you to pray in your home in company of those who do not “eat” of The Bread of Life or
just at the table in a crowded restaurant?
Who knows? Nonetheless, you will be tempted and tried. But know this—the Son of God was not ashamed to become
the Son of Man. In human weakness. In human temptation. In human suffering. He was like us in every way, with that
one major exception: HE SINNED NOT. That one exception makes all the difference in the world. Only He could make
Satan back down. Only He could sympathize with our human weaknesses. Only He could overcome the world. Only He
can make us unashamed, self-denying cross-bearers.
I recently read online how ashamed Steven Spielberg was of his orthodox (the strictest) Jewish upbringing during his
grade school and junior high years in Ohio, New Jersey and Arizona. It wasn’t until he married his second wife who
converted to Judaism and urged him to make the movie Schindler’s List, that Spielberg became “unashamed” of his
Jewish heritage.
You have been married to Christ. Early on. In Baptism. Christ has chosen you to be His Bride. He loves you and has
done everything for you. He is not ashamed to call you His brother, His sister. And though you do not stand in the same
company as Spielberg, you do stand in the company of the faithful—Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah and others—
as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
Our land is not America. It is a better one, a heavenly one. Our riches are not in closets, garages and safety deposit
boxes. Our riches are in the Gospel, of which we are never ashamed, for the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
Alleluia. Christ is risen indeed for our salvation.
Pastor Brockman

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)

Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Matins
Reading Discussion
Prayer
Lunch
2016 Reading Schedule:

Locations:
Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

April 19
(Trinity, Wichita)
Gregory of Nyssa, On the Soul and the Resurrection. Crestwood: St. Vlad’s, 1993.
May 17 (Grace, Wichita)
Chemnitz, Martin. Chemnitz's Works, Volume 6: The Two Natures in Christ. St. Louis: CPH, 1971; 2007.
June 21 (Trinity, Wichita)
Stephenson, J. & T. Winger, eds. You My People, Shall Be Holy: A Festschrift in Honor of John W. Kleinig.
Nagel, Norman E. “Bestowing Hands and Potestas ordinis” (pgs. 165-204)
Senkbeil, Harold L. “Lead Us Not into Temptation: Acedia, the Pastoral Pandemic” (263-274)
Stephenson, John R. “Towards an Exegetical and Systematic Appraisal of Luther’s Scattered Thoughts
on
Episcopacy” (275-296)
Weinrich, William C. “Leviticus as a Christian Book: Patristic Instances” (297-312)
Winger, Thomas M. “The Priesthood of the Baptised: The Testimony of Luther, Peter, Humpty Dumpty,
and a Goat” (313-336)
July 19

(Grace, Wichita)
Brege, Daniel J. Eating God’s Sacrifice: The Lord’s Supper Portrayed in Old Testament Sacrifice. 2010.

August 16
(Trinity, Wichita)
Russell, Norman, trans. The Lives of the Desert Fathers. Cistercian Publications, 1981.
September 20 (Grace, Wichita)
Johnson, Maxwell E. Praying and Believing in Early Christianity: The Interplay Between Christian Worship
and
Doctrine. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2013.
October 18
(Trinity, Wichita)
Luther, Martin. Luther’s Works 52 - Sermons II. St. Louis: CPH, 1968.
November 15 (Grace, Wichita)
Peterson, Eugene. The Pastor: A Memoir. New York: HarperOne, 2012.
December 20 (Trinity, Wichita)
Gieschen, Charles A., ed. The Law in Holy Scripture. St. Louis: CPH, 2004.
1) Wenthe, Dean O. “The Torah Story: Identity or Duty as the Essence of the Law” (pgs. 21-35)
2) Allison, Dale C. “Jesus and Torah” (75-95)
3) Das, A. Andrew “Beyond Covenantal Nomism: Paul, Judaism, and Perfect Obedience” (149-171)
4) Scaer, David P. “Law in a Lawless World” (191-209)

From Our Confessions…The Small Catechism
Luther's Preface to the Small Catechism
But those who are unwilling to learn it should be told that they deny Christ and are no Christians, neither should they
be admitted to the Sacrament, accepted as sponsors at baptism, nor exercise any part of Christian liberty, but should simply be turned back to the Pope and his officials, yea, to the devil himself. Moreover, their parents and employers should
refuse them food and drink, and [they would also do well if they were to] notify them that the prince will drive such rude
people from the country, etc.
For although we cannot and should not force any one to believe, yet we should insist and urge the people that they
know what is right and wrong with those among whom they dwell and wish to make their living. For whoever desires to
reside in a town must know and observe the town laws, the protection of which he wishes to enjoy, no matter whether he
is a believer or at heart and in private a rogue or knave.
In the second place, after they have well learned the text, then teach them the sense also, so that they know what it
means, and again choose the form of these tables, or some other brief uniform method, whichever you like, and adhere to
it, and do not change a single syllable, as was just said regarding the text; and take your time to it. For it is not necessary
that you take up all the parts at once, but one after the other. After they understand the First Commandment well, then
take up the Second, and so on, otherwise they will be overwhelmed, so as not to be able to retain any well.
In the third place, after you have thus taught them this Short Catechism, then take up the Large Catechism, and give
them also a richer and fuller knowledge. Here explain at large every commandment, [article,] petition, and part with its
various works, uses, benefits, dangers, and injuries, as you find these abundantly stated in many books written about
these matters. And particularly, urge that commandment or part most which suffers the greatest neglect among your people. For instance, the Seventh Commandment, concerning stealing, must be strenuously urged among mechanics and merchants, and even farmers and servants, for among these people many kinds of dishonesty and thieving prevail. So, too,
you must urge well the Fourth Commandment among the children and the common people, that they may be quiet and
faithful, obedient and peaceable, and you must always adduce many examples from the Scriptures to show how God has
punished or blessed such persons.
Especially should you here urge magistrates and parents to rule well and to send their children to school, showing them
why it is their duty to do this, and what a damnable sin they are committing if they do not do it. For by such neglect they
overthrow and destroy both the kingdom of God and that of the world, acting as the worst enemies both of God and of
men. And make it very plain to them what an awful harm they are doing if they will not help to train children to be pastors, preachers, clerks [also for other offices, with which we cannot dispense in this life], etc., and that God will punish
them terribly for it. For such preaching is needed. [Verily, I do not know of any other topic that deserves to be treated as
much as this.] Parents and magistrates are now sinning unspeakably in this respect. The devil, too, aims at something cruel
because of these things [that he may hurl Germany into the greatest distress].
Lastly, since the tyranny of the Pope has been abolished, people are no longer willing to go to the Sacrament and despise it [as something useless and unnecessary]. Here again urging is necessary, however, with this understanding: We are
to force no one to believe, or to receive the Sacrament, nor fix any law, nor time, nor place for it, but are to preach in such a
manner that of their own accord, without our law, they will urge themselves and, as it were, compel us pastors to administer the Sacrament. This is done by telling them: Whoever does not seek or desire the Sacrament at least some four times a
year, it is to be feared that he despises the Sacrament and is no Christian, just as he is no Christian who does not believe or
hear the Gospel; for Christ did not say, This omit, or, This despise, but, This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, etc. Verily, He
wants it done, and not entirely neglected and despised. This do ye, He says.
Now, whoever does not highly value the Sacrament thereby shows that he has no sin, no flesh, no devil, no world, no
death, no danger, no hell; that is, he does not believe any such things, although he is in them over head and ears and is
doubly the devil's own. On the other hand, he needs no grace, life, Paradise, heaven, Christ, God, nor anything good. For if
he believed that he had so much that is evil, and needed so much that is good, he would not thus neglect the Sacrament,
by which such evil is remedied and so much good is bestowed. Neither will it be necessary to force him to the Sacrament
by any law, but he will come running and racing of his own accord, will force himself and urge you that you must give
him the Sacrament.
Hence, you must not make any law in this matter, as the Pope does. Only set forth clearly the benefit and harm, the
need and use, the danger and the blessing, connected with this Sacrament, and the people will come of themselves without
your compulsion. But if they do not come, let them go and tell them that such belong to the devil as do not regard nor feel
their great need and the gracious help of God. But if you do not urge this, or make a law or a bane of it, it is your fault if
they despise the Sacrament. How could they be otherwise than slothful if you sleep and are silent? Therefore look to it, ye
pastors and preachers. Our office is now become a different thing from what it was under the Pope; it is now become serious and salutary. Accordingly, it now involves much more trouble and labor, danger and trials, and, in addition thereto,
little reward and gratitude in the world. But Christ Himself will be our reward if we labor faithfully. To this end may the
Father of all grace help us, to whom be praise and thanks forever through Christ, our Lord! Amen.

to be continued ........

LIVING AS STEWARDS
April 2016
The greatest surprise about Easter is not that Jesus is alive, risen from the dead, out of the grave,
that He conquered death and hell, and comes to meet you as He promised. The greatest surprise
is that He did all that and is not angry. There is no fear for us in His return because He is not angry. He bears no grudge. He seeks no vengeance. He comes to give peace, with mercy and forgiveness and salvation.
Jesus lives and is not angry. Imagine that. He is not angry. He doesn’t blame those who killed
Him. He doesn’t blame you. For no one takes His life from Him. He lays it down of His own
accord. He gives Himself into death to win us back from sin, death, and hell. He does it willingly
without coercion. He does it sacrificially, Him for us. He gave what was His to give. Thus His
petition to the Father from the cross, “Forgive them” is granted to you in His resurrection. He
comes alive out of death to forgive and to give His life to you.
There is nothing to be afraid of because Jesus is raised from the dead and is not angry. Thus we
are free—free from worrying about how to make it up to Him, and free to give as He has given to
us. He gave Himself as a gift, His life in exchange for our death, willingly and sacrificially. And so
it is that we are now free to give in like manner: willingly, sacrificially, with what we have been
given.
We give to the church because it is in the church where our eyes have seen and our ears have
heard that Jesus lives and is not angry. It is here where we learn of God’s mercy and forgiveness
in Christ. It is here where we continually receive that message of life, where He visits us to give
peace, with mercy and forgiveness and salvation.
So do not be afraid. Jesus lives, and He is not angry. The sacrifice has been made. The debt is
canceled and forgotten. Righteousness is declared. Jesus lives. He lives, and He is not angry. You
are restored. You are reconciled to the Father in the Son. Your future is assured: Jesus lives. It is
not just death and Hell, the devil and his demons, that are undone. Your sins, your fear are undone. They are gone, forgotten, destroyed. Jesus lives. Hallelujah! Jesus lives. And because He
lives, you are just. You are right with God, pleasing and delightful to Him. You are forgiven,
clean, pure, holy, and filled with His good works and with His Name. He is not angry. He is glad
to have you. He wants you. He loves you. He gave everything that is His to and for you, willingly
and sacrificially. In faith and trust in Him, let us do likewise.
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

GRACE BENEVOLENT FUND:
Here at Grace we have a Benevolent Fund , used to help our members that require
emergency aid. For example: home or auto repairs, financial problems and etc. We have
used this fund quite extensively this season and almost depleted it. If you are so moved,
and can make a contribution toward replenishing this fund, put cash or check in an envelope marked "Grace Benevolent Fund" and place it in the collection plate at any Service.
Thank you, from Grace Elders.

2016 LWML Kansas District Convention
Dates: April 15-17, 2016
Location: Four Points by Sheraton, 530 Richards Drive, Manhattan, KS
Theme: For Such a Time as This
Scripture Verse: For we are God’s workmanship, created in

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:10

WEBSITES TO VISIT:

www.kansaslwml.org
(Kansas site)

www.lwml.org
(National site)

www.kslcms.org
(Kansas LCMS site)

www.lcms.org
(Synod site)

COME & JOIN US!
We gather the last Wednesday
afternoon of each month to work
on quilts for Lutheran World
Relief and even some lap robes
for shut-ins. It is a time of fellowshipping together while working
together. Quetions??? See a
LWML member.

The Food Pantry at Grace
Lutheran Church

Upcoming Food Handler Classes:
Saturday, April 23rd at
Crossroads Church,
2139 S. Maize Rd. 9:30 am
(please arrive a bit early to
complete paperwork)

All are welcome.

The City of Wichita Environmental Health Dept. offers
classes on the 1st and 3rd Mon. and Sat. of each month.
Online classes are also available for a fee. Please call 316268-8351 or go to Wichita.gov for additional info or to
register for a class.

asks for Pancake mix & Pancake syrup during
the month of April.
Please bring these items
to Church on Sundays
and place in the collection crate located in our
Narthex. Many thanks
for your help and service to the poor in our
neighborhood.

~HALL OF MEN~
FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship hall
where the men break
bread, tap the keg, and
toast their heroes.

BIBLE CLASS/
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Bible Class/Sunday School is at Grace
during the month of April

~GAME NIGHT~
Friday, April 15, 2016
Trinity Chapel ~ 6 p.m.
Bring snacks & drinks
All ages welcome!
See You There!

2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month at Eighth Day Institute
at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas
Ave) Doors open at 7:00pm.
Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening events officially
begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a
lecture on a hero whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight for the renewal of our culture.
As usual, doors at The Ladder open at 7 pm. Food is
served around 7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll prepare for the
lecture with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic
and scripture readings, and the Nicene Creed. Then a
great lecture followed by good questions and discussion,
The Lord's Prayer, good fellowship, and just possibly a
few good smoke rings.

Ginny Doesken
Wayne Harris
Lorraine Koch
Ginger Manchesian
Ruth Ann Meyer
Julia Ruble
Anna Ruckle Bob Wellner

Join LC-MS pastor, Rev. Clifford and Lois Winter of
Wichita, KS on a 12-day BEST OF SCANDINAVIA
TOUR through Denmark, Sweden, and Norway Sept. 14-25,
2016. Copenhagen, Stockholm, Uppsala, Bergen, Oslo, plus
mighty fjords, cathedrals, castles, villages, and most meals!
Includes round-trip airfare from Chicago, guide, hotels,
deluxe motor coach, porterage, and all admissions, airline
surcharges, and taxes. Daily devotions by Pastor Winter.
Call 316-942-5811 or email loiswinter@yahoo.com for
brochure.

Bunco will be held Tuesday,
April 26th at Trinity, and all
ladies are welcome to join.
Please RSVP Patricia (2101573) or Nikki (650-1402)or
you can call the Trinity
Church office at 685-1571.

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Michael C. Brockman
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday-Thursday
Closed on Mondays and Fridays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
3:15 p.m. Youth Catechesis
5:00 p.m. Sunday Afternoon Divine Service
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

Grace Elders

01 - Ruth Ann Alber
Al Matz
02 - Marilyn Marquardt
Cynthia Hutter
07 - Stephanie Nelson
09 - Jim Delzer
16 - Dixon Janney
18 - Kayson Hutter
19 - Esther Fisher
20 - Al Gene Meyer
21 - Greg Reed
22 - Braden Maltz
23 - Madison Reyes
26 - Shawn McKinley
27 - Diana Mefford

02 06 07 08 12 13 16 17 19 23 28 -

John Hutter
Carmella Johnson
Destany Ramirez
Pastor Brockman
Penton Vincent
Tonya Girard
Kimberley Koch
Janice Schmidt
Sharon Bacon
Ruth Ann Alber
Devin Mefford
Lillyen Fortine
Esther Fisher
Dakota Hutter

Zayla Norris

01 - Michael & Tara Blanchard
10 - Jason & Kirsten Bartel
18 - Lenny & Karyl Rose
19 - Larry & Jeanette Mueller

Warren Balke
Michael Blanchard
Aaron Hastings
Al Matz
Tom Nickel
Glen Rolf

