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Enjoying the Holiday
“You shall observe the worship day
That peace may fill your home, and pray,
And put aside the work you do,
So that God may work in you.
Have mercy, Lord!” (LSB 581:4)
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
This ancient Paschal greeting is our holiday greeting. Like
“Aloha!” or “Bon voyage!” it means rest and enjoyment. It’s
the greeting that best captures the truth of Good Friday’s, “It
is finished.” And like other holiday greetings, it’s marked by
pure joy. Alleluia!
The word ‘Holiday’ comes from holy-day. Though Christians
often bristle at “Happy Holiday” around Christmas, the word
itself came from us! And there’s no greater holy day, no
richer holiday, than the day that our Lord rose from the dead
and bestowed upon us life.
Easter—or, more traditionally called “Pascha”—is the first
holy day of the Church. It’s the day of resurrection, the day of
life triumphing over death, light over darkness, and God
over the world, our flesh, and the devil. Jesus lives! And for
that we rejoice. Alleluia!
In fact, the Church has continued to rejoice and keep the
Paschal feast. Every Lord’s Day (Sunday) is another Easter,
another celebration of the resurrection. Rather than gathering on Saturday, which was the traditional Sabbath, the
Church gathered on Sunday with prayers, hymns of praise,
the preaching of Jesus, and the sharing of His Body and
Blood in the Eucharist.
But, weren’t they breaking the 3rd commandment, then?
Aren’t Christians supposed to “remember the sabbath day by
keeping it holy”? Oddly enough, Luther says no.
“This commandment, therefore, in its literal sense, does not apply to us Christians.” (LC I.82)
How can he say that?
Well, because the Sabbath (Saturday) was the day of rest. It
was the commemoration of the day on which our Lord rested
from all his labor in creation:
“And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he
had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in
creation.” (Gen 2:2-3)
That Sabbath rest was not fulfilled by ceasing from work—
the Pharisees get this wrong repeatedly in the Gospels. They
think that Jesus breaks the Sabbath because His disciples
pluck grain to eat on the Sabbath (Mt 12:1-8), or because He

heals the man with the withered hand (Mt 12:10-12), and
the woman with a disabling demon (Lk 13:10-16), and the
man with dropsy (Lk 14:1-5), and the invalid at Bethesda
(Jn 5:1-17), and the blind man (Jn 9). In all of this, they seem
to forget that
“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”
(Mk 2:27)
No, the Sabbath isn’t fulfilled by your doing nothing. It’s
fulfilled by Jesus—indeed, by His doing nothing.
Let’s track this through a bit:
Maundy Thursday, the 5th day of the week, our Lord institutes His Sacrament of Body and Blood;
Good Friday, the 6th day, on which our Lord created Man
and spoke His “very good!”, is also the day that Pilate declares, “Behold, the Man!” (Jn 19:5) and Jesus says, “It is
finished.” (Jn 19:30)
Holy Saturday, the 7th day—the Sabbath rest, on which the
Lord rested from all His labor—is the day Jesus rests in
the tomb from all His work that He had done.
That’s the fulfillment of the Sabbath! And what comes next
begins the pattern for Christian worship ever since:
Easter Sunday, the 8th day, which is also the new 1st day,
the new creation, new life, resurrection, and salvation!
Now, the 3rd Commandment is fulfilled, or kept, not by
ceasing from labor on Saturdays, but by gathering around
the Lord and His word of sins forgiven! We sanctify the
Holy Day, Luther says,
“by being occupied with holy words, works, and life.” (LC
I.87) Or, as St. Paul says,
“for everything is made holy by the word of God and prayer.”
(1 Tim 4:5)
We break this commandment, and despise the resurrection
of Christ, in two ways: either by neglecting the gathering
that meets around His word, or by being there only by necessity or custom, and not with faith in His promise.
But let us not despise this holy day—an Easter not limited
just to April 1st, but every Lord’s Day! If, for no other reason, because we desperately need this rest! The world is
treacherous, our flesh exhausts us, and Satan won’t give us
any peace. But with Christ there is rest and peace and joy.
“So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for
whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works
as God did from his. Let us therefore strive to enter that
rest.” (Heb 4:9-11)
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
Yours in Christ, our Sabbath Rest,
Pastor Boyle
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Bible Class & Sunday School
April 8, 15, 22, 29
will be at Grace

Daniel & Kathryn Conrad
Roy & Elisa Askins

Lorraine Koch

Ginger Manchesian

Al Gene & Ruth Ann Meyer

& their Children

Julia Ruble

Anna Ruckle
Louise Smith

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

(Theological Reading Group)
Locations:
Matins
Grace Lutheran Church
Reading Discussion
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Prayer
Trinity Lutheran Church
Lunch
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

2018 Reading Schedule:
April 17

(Trinity, Wichita)

Irenaeus of Lyons, Against the Heresies, Book IV; ANF 1:462-525 (2nd c.), 63pp.

May 15

(Grace, Wichita)

Chemnitz, Martin. “9th and 10th Topics,” Examination of the Council of Trent, Vol. 1:547-663 (1565). 116pp.

June 19

(Trinity, Wichita)

Chesterton, G.K. The Everlasting Man (1925), 344pp.

July 10**

(Grace, Wichita)

Hauerwas, Stanley and William H. Willimon. Resident Aliens: A Provocative Christian Assessment of Culture and Ministry for
People who Know that Something Is Wrong. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989), 172pp.

August 21

(Trinity, Wichita)

Wilken, Robert L. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God (2005), 398pp.

September 18 (Grace, Wichita)
Augustine of Hippo. On Christian Teaching

October 16

(Trinity, Wichita)

Luther, Martin. “Letters”, LW 48. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp).

November 20 (Grace, Wichita)
John Paul II, Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of the Body (2006), 735pp.

December 18 (Trinity, Wichita)
John of Damascus, Three Treatises On the Divine Images (8th c.), 158pp.

Monday, April 9, 2018
7:00 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church

From Our Confessions…The Large Catechism
by Martin Luther
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ~ continued from last month
The Third Commandment. Thou shalt sanctify the holy day. [Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.]

99] Likewise those fastidious spirits are to be reproved who, when they have heard a sermon or two, find it tedious
and dull, thinking that they know all that well enough, and need no more instruction. For just that is the sin which
has been hitherto reckoned among mortal sins, and is called ajkhdia, i.e., torpor or satiety, a malignant, dangerous
plague with which the devil bewitches and deceives the hearts of many, that he may surprise us and secretly withdraw God's Word from us.
100] For let me tell you this, even though you know it perfectly and be already master in all things, still you are
daily in the dominion of the devil, who ceases neither day nor night to steal unawares upon you, to kindle in your
heart unbelief and wicked thoughts against the foregoing and all the commandments. Therefore you must always
have God's Word in your heart, upon your lips, and in your ears. But where the heart is idle, and the Word does
not sound, he breaks in and has done the damage before we are aware. 101] On the other hand, such is the efficacy
of the Word, whenever it is seriously contemplated, heard, and used, that it is bound never to be without fruit, but
always awakens new understanding, pleasure, and devoutness, and produces a pure heart and pure thoughts. For
these words are not inoperative or dead, but creative, living words. 102] And even though no other interest or necessity impel us, yet this ought to urge every one thereunto, because thereby the devil is put to Right and driven
away, and, besides, this commandment is fulfilled, and [this exercise in the Word] is more pleasing to God than
any work of hypocrisy, however brilliant.
The Fourth Commandment.
103] Thus far we have learned the first three commandments, which relate to God. First, that with our whole heart
we trust in Him, and fear and love Him throughout all our life. Secondly, that we do not misuse His holy name in
the support of falsehood or any bad work, but employ it to the praise of God and the profit and salvation of our
neighbor and ourselves. Thirdly, that on holidays and when at rest we diligently treat and urge God's Word, so
that all our actions and our entire life be ordered according to it. Now follow the other seven, which relate to our
neighbor, among which the first and greatest is:
104] Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother.
105] To this estate of fatherhood and motherhood God has given the special distinction above all estates that are
beneath it that He not simply commands us to love our parents, but to honor them. For with respect to brothers,
sisters, and our neighbors in general He commands nothing higher than that we love them, so that He separates
and distinguishes father and mother above all other persons upon earth, and places them at His side. 106] For it is
a far higher thing to honor than to love one, inasmuch as it comprehends not only love, but also modesty, humility, and deference as to a majesty there hidden, 107]and requires not only that they be addressed kindly and with
reverence, but, most of all, that both in heart and with the body we so act as to show that we esteem them very
highly, and that, next to God, we regard them as the very highest. For one whom we are to honor from the heart
we must truly regard as high and great.
108] We must, therefore, impress it upon the young that they should regard their parents as in God's stead, and
remember that however lowly, poor, frail, and queer they may be, nevertheless they are father and mother given
them by God. They are not to be deprived of their honor because of their conduct or their failings. Therefore we
are not to regard their persons, how they may be, but the will of God who has thus created and ordained. In other
respects we are, indeed, all alike in the eyes of God; but among us there must necessarily be such inequality and
ordered difference, and therefore God commands it to be observed, that you obey me as your father, and that I
have the supremacy.
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Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our savior. His atoning sacrifice is the firstfruits of all the
dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father – and ours – so that His perfect life and death count for all who believe
in Him.
He claimed us as His own children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy
Word and His Body and Blood. As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the
good works prepared for us, which He makes known to us in His Word.
By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says because He does not lie and always keeps His
promises. For “without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).
And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce;
then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10).
How do we honor the Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving it generously
to those whom the Lord has called us to love and support: your family, your society, and your church. And
His promise is that in so doing, you will never lack.
I can almost hear it now: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” But our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar
promises in the New Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents, “For to everyone
who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is
also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not
been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been
faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).
And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21).
We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the guys on TV who say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the
fact that God does reward temporal faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings.
It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace, His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages just quoted do in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as
if we have become so jaded against this that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings.
But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely
and generously. In fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10).
And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will
bless your giving with more receiving. For “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all,
how will he not also with him graciously give us all things” (Rom. 8:32)?
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

To order contact the Grace Office
graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com or 316-685-6781

The Food Pantry at Grace asks for
pancake mix & pancake syrup during the
month of April. Please bring these items to
Church on Sundays and place in the collection crate located in our Narthex. Many
thanks for your help and service to the poor
in our neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity Lord’s Diner
Tuesday, April 3 at 5:30pm
Location: 911 West Maple,
Wichita, Kansas 67213
Phone: 316/655-1854
Hours: Wednesdays & Saturdays,
10 A.M. - 2 P.M.
Wichita Branch Web Site:
www.ogt.org/Wichita
OGT Headquarters Website: www.OGT.ORG
Username: OGT Password: Orphan1

It is a good time this New Year to think about ways to serve and reach out to those who are in need. Your Wichita Branch of OGT needs
your support whether you are a seasoned volunteer or new to the effort. Please call Betty Amey to volunteer at the warehouse at
316/444-0284 or 316/737-2973. Recruit others who may be looking for ways to serve.

Help is needed to gather materials so that there is enough to fill a semi-truck from the central office. It will soon be spring when many
sort through those places where things pile up that are no longer needed or used. The branch will be pleased to provide transport for
materials collected in local congregation efforts that are of a quantity as such to be too much to deliver to the warehouse. Call the warehouse phone to make arrangements.
Orphan Grain Train Wichita will be closed the Wednesday and Saturday of Holy Week - March 28 & 31, reopening on April 4.
Is one of your organizations, schools, early learning centers, etc in need of a program? Consider contacting Jeff Crane, OGT Branch
Manager, to schedule a multimedia presentation about OGT, its mission, and opportunities to serve. He may be reached at
sjcrane1@yahoo.com or call 316/655-1854.

Gus Wesche, a member of Risen Savior in Wichita, has volunteered to help with promoting the OGT mission by personally contacting
congregations and individuals within the greater Wichita area. He has already arranged for OGT to receive medical items from a medical warehouse in Wichita.
Blessings to all from OGT Wichita Branch.

HALL OF MEN
FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship
hall where the men
break bread, tap the
keg, and toast their
heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays
of the month at Eighth
Day Institute at The
Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave) Doors open at
7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening
events officially begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the
Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life
inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight
for the renewal of our culture. As usual, doors at
The Ladder open at 7 pm. Food is served around
7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll prepare for the lecture
with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic
and scripture readings, and the Nicene Creed. Then a
great lecture followed by good questions and discussion, The Lord's Prayer, good fellowship, and just
possibly a few good smoke rings.

April 12 ~ Dag Hammerskjold
presented by Peter Orsi
April 26 ~ Jacques Paul Migne
presented by Erin Doom

Sisters of Sophia
For Women Only
WHEN: April 17 ~ Mother Maria Skobstova by Martha Sturgill
WHERE: at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
CONTACT: Nyleen Lenk · lenkedn@gmail.com
Dear Sisters,
If you aren't familiar with the Sisters of Sophia, we walk with
women of wisdom as we learn from their lives. We meet every
third Tuesday of the month. Our gathering of ladies is both
challenging and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the
way!
6:15 Doors Open at The Ladder, EDI headquarters
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or both! We will end promptly at
8:30, but women are welcome to chat long after that! Supper is gratis, provided by volunteer attendees. Water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are available on
a donation basis. Please feel free to invite friends through FB! Childcare not available.

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Daniel J. Metzger
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday-Thursday
Closed on Mondays and Fridays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com
Website: gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Bible Class/Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
9:30 a.m. Midweek Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

Our Elders

01 04 07 09 12 14 16 17 18 19 20 22 23 26 27 -

Ruth Ann Alber
Cynthia Hutter
Stephanie Nelson
Jim Delzer
Tina Fortine
Raelyn Vincent
Dixon Janney
Carolyn Bromlow
Kayson Hutter
Esther Fisher
Al Gene Meyer
Braden Maltz
Madison Reyes
Shawn McKinley
Diana Mefford

02 - John Hutter
06 - Carmella Johnson
08 - Penton Vincent
12 - Kimberley Koch
13 - Janice Schmidt
15 - Nathan Bromlow
16 - Sharon Bacon
17 - Ruth Ann Alber
19 - Devin Mefford
23 - Lillyen Fortine
24 - Raelyn Vincent
28 - Esther Fisher
Dakota Hutter
Zayla Norris

10 - Jason & Kirsten Bartel
18 - Lenny & Karol Rose
19 - Larry & Jeanette Mueller

David Bromlow
Aaron Hastings
Kyle Nelson
Tom Nickel

