Grace Notes – April 2021
“By GRACE I’m saved, GRACE free and boundless…” ~ LSB 566:1
Volume 69, Issue 4

The Liturgy of the Word
“Introit, Antiphon, Gloria Patri”
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!”
~ Psalm 100:1-2

Not the entrance hymn, or invocation, or confession, nor even
the absolution begins the Divine Service. As we saw last month,
these are preparatory. What really begins our liturgical service of
thanksgiving and His service to us is what’s called the Introit.
Introit is Latin for “entrance.” That’s why the Introit gets chanted
as the Pastors enter the chancel and up to the altar. Before the
Introit, everything is done in the Nave (the main part of the
church with the pews). With the Introit there’s both an entrance
and an ascent—a going up. And, just as the Psalms of Ascent
(Psalms 120-135) accompanied the people of Israel as they
ascended into the presence of God in Jerusalem at the Temple, so
the Introit does for us, and does so precisely as a Psalm. When the
Pastor approaches the altar, he represents the whole Church—in
his ascent you also enter the presence of God.
The base of every Introit is a Psalm. Once an entire psalm, it was
later stripped back to just a verse or two. Luther Reed says,
“In the early fifth century Pope Celestine I (d. 432) decreed that an entire
psalm should be sung antiphonally by a double choir as the clergy came
from the sacristy to the altar. This was intended to add solemnity to the
entrance of the clergy and to establish the thought or mood appropriate for
the particular service. Later a single verse was chosen for its
appropriateness, and was sung as an antiphon before and after the psalm,
and on festivals after each verse of the psalm.” (Lutheran Liturgy, 261)
In the 7th century, when St. Gregory the Great shortened the
psalms for the Introit, he also arranged the Introits for particular
days, which we still use today. By the way, Martin Luther
approved of keeping the Introit but lamented that the early
church practice of using whole psalms was stopped. Only a
couple Lutheran Church orders of the 16th century followed his
advice; most simply expanded upon Gregory’s list. Due to the
lack of choirs or skill in some areas, many churches dropped or
limited the number of Introits they used during the year. But in
1888, the historic Introits from St. Gregory were all restored to
the Lutheran liturgy as we have them now.
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should express their love to God with all the strength and power they
possess. And secondly, the reason lies in the unifying effect which chanting
the Psalms has upon the singer. For to sing the Psalms demands such
concentration of a man’s whole being on them that, in doing it, his usual
disharmony of mind and corresponding bodily confusion is resolved, just as
the notes of several flutes are brought by harmony to one effect; and he is
thus no longer to be found thinking good and doing evil… And it is in
order that the melody may thus express our inner spiritual harmony, just as
the words voice our thoughts, that the Lord Himself has ordained that the
Psalms be sung and recited to a chant. (To Marcellinus, 114-15)
The Psalter is, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer famously said, “the
prayerbook of the Bible.” But more than that, it’s the Christian’s first
hymnal. These are sung prayers, which is why the Pastor faces the
altar while it’s sung. That’s also why the Introit is meant for the
choir. It’s a liturgical anthem, not a spoken response. (This is a
great reason for us to start a choir!)
Added to the psalm is an antiphon, which means “voice answering
voice”. It’s a verse that typically comes from the Introit psalm itself,
but occasionally from elsewhere in Scripture, or even the tradition
of the Church (i.e. Trinity Sunday’s antiphon: “Blessèd be the Holy
Trinity and the undivided Unity. Let us give glory to Him because He has
shown His mercy to us.”). The antiphon frames the psalm and
announces the theme of the day. In fact, it’s the antiphon that
gives names to particular Sundays, especially in Lent and Easter
(my favorite is Quasimodo Geniti!).
Finally, after the psalm comes a little doxology called the Gloria
Patri (Glory be to the Father…). Above all, this distinguishes the
Christian understanding of the Psalter as the words of Christ and
about Christ. That’s why we bow during the Gloria Patri, adoring
the Holy Trinity. We find these doxologies scattered in Scripture
too: Rom 16:27; Eph 3:21; Php 4:20; Rev 1:6. You may have
noticed that from Judica Sunday until Easter (Passiontide) we omit
the Gloria Patri as part of our liturgical fast.

Now, just a couple notes about the ceremonies that go with the
Introit. In his book on the liturgy, Burnell Eckardt writes,
“During the Introit the sign of the cross is made. It is fitting for all the
faithful to follow the lead of the celebrant in making the sign of the cross
three times: once at the start of his procession, again at the entrance into the
Now, the Introits are psalms. As such, they’re meant to be sung.
chancel (at the gate), and a third time when he arrives and kisses the
Listen to what St. Athanasius said in the 4th century:
altar.” (The New Testament in His Blood, 74)
But we must not omit to explain the reason why words of this kind should And, David Kind mentions,
be not merely said, but rendered with melody and song; for there are
“the altar is censed at the Introit, signifying the central locale from which
actually some simple folk among us who, though they believe the words to be
that blessing will be given.” (About Our Liturgy, 9)
inspired, yet think the reason for singing them is just to make them more
We haven’t incorporated either of those practices yet—kissing or
pleasing to the ear! This is by no means so; Holy Scripture is not designed censing the altar, and making the sign of the cross—but each is a
to tickle the aesthetic palate, and it is rather for the soul’s own profit that
fitting ceremony, extolling the gifts our Lord gives as He gathers
the Psalms are sung. This is so chiefly for two reasons. In the first place, it the Church to Himself and as we sing His praise.
is fitting that the sacred writings should praise God in poetry as well as
Yours in Christ, who calls us to enter His gates in praise,
prose, because the freer, less restricted form of verse, in which the Psalms,
Pastor Boyle
together with the Canticles and Odes, are cast, ensures that by them men
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Our Upcoming Worship
FESTIVAL

OLD
TESTAMENT

EPISTLE

GOSPEL

Apr. 1

Maundy Thursday
(Grace, 7pm)

Ex. 24:3-11

1 Cor. 11:23-32

Jn. 13:1-15,
34-35

Apr. 2

Good Friday
Chief Service
(Grace, 12pm)

Is. 52:13-53:12

Apr. 2

Good Friday
Tenebrae Service
(Grace, 7pm)

Ps 22

Apr. 3

Easter Vigil
(Grace, 8pm)

Apr. 4

Easter Sunday

SEASON DATE

Lent

Easter

Apr. 11

Apr. 17

Apr. 18

Apr. 25

Easter 2 -

Quasimodo Geniti
Lutheran
Lecture Series
(Grace, 12:30pm)
Easter 3 -

Misericordias
Domini
Jubilate Feast of St. Mark

2 Cor. 5:14-21 Jn. 18:1-19:42

-

Gen 1-2, 7-9, 22; Ezek 37; Jonah
Exod 14-15
3; Daniel 3

HYMNS

440

617

634, 435,
Ps 22
640, 637

440, 448, 433, 451,
450 454
636

453

Jn 19:1-42

450

451

-

-

Jn 20:1-18

931

155,
266

941, 633,
790

465

Job 19:23–27

1 Cor. 5:6–8

Mk 16:1–8

457

458

155, 941,
633, 477

465

Ezek 37:1–14

1 John 5:4–10

Jn 20:19–31

462

471

155, 633,
480, 484

463

Ezek 33:1-9

James 1:12-18

Lk 14:26-33

464

471

155, 633,
487

834

Ezek 34:11–16 1 Peter 2:21–25

Jn 10:11–16

464

709

155, 666,
864, 710

466

Jn 16:16–22

467

483

155, 477,
797, 466

478

Is. 40:25–31

1 Peter 2:11–20

April WORSHIP & Study SCHEDULE
Sunday
Divine Services:
8a, Grace; 11a, Trinity
Misa en Español: 2p, Grace
Bible Study: 9:30a, Grace

Wednesdays
Bible Study: 9:30a, Grace,
Divine Service: 11a, Grace
Youth Catechesis: 5:15p, Trinity
Evening Prayer: 7p, Trinity

Matins
Mon. - Fri.: 9a, Grace (except Thurs.)
Private Absolution
Fri., 4-5p, Trinity

Congregation at Prayer
St. Paul urges us to "pray without ceasing" (1Thess 5:17). The Psalms give us a daily rhythm of prayers "evening, morning, and noon" (Ps 55:17). Our Lord both commands us to pray (2nd Commandment) and promises to hear us (Ps
6:9; Ps 65:2). But the reality is that we struggle to pray. We're either too busy, too lazy, or we just don't know how.
The Congregation at Prayer is here to help at least with that last part. The half-page insert in the weekly bulletin is
for daily use in the home. We invite you to make use of it however you find it helpful. It can also be found on
Grace’s website.
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Lutheran Lecture Series XXV
April 17-18, 2021
Grace Lutheran Church, Wichita, KS

Here We Stand:
An Apology for
Classical Lutheran Education
“Apology” comes from the Greek, meaning “a defense.” Typically, we defend something under attack. Sometimes,
the attack is a brutal onslaught. Other times, it’s more subtle— slow and steady. Education in general is certainly
under attack and has been so for quite some time. And Lutheran education isn’t where it once was, either in vibrancy or availability. Classical Lutheran Education needs as much defense as it can get! This year’s Lutheran Lecture Series presents just such a defense—an apology. We’ll consider three chief questions: Why should Lutherans operate schools? What should Lutherans do with their schools? And why should we do this now?
Offering this defense at our 25th Annual Lutheran Lecture Series is the Rev. Robert
Paul, a Lutheran educator in the classical tradition for more than a decade. Currently,
he serves as the Associate Pastor and Headmaster of Memorial Lutheran Church and
School in Houston, TX, while also Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors for the
Consortium for Classical Lutheran Education (CCLE). Previously, he served as the
Pastor and Headmaster at Immanuel Lutheran Church and School in Roswell, NM.
Originally from Long Island, New York, he was educated at Concordia, Bronxville and
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. He is pursuing a PhD at Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, with a focus on the Old Testament. He and his wife Amy are
blessed with four young children.
For more information, contact us:
316-685-6781 or gracelutheranchurch@glc.kscoxmail.com.
Saturday – April 17
12:30 p.m.
Divine Service (Rev. Brent Horne preaching)
1:45 p.m.
Lectures ~
Why Should Lutherans Operate Schools?
What Should Lutherans Do with Their Schools?
Why Should Lutherans Do This Now?
4:45 p.m.
Vespers (Rev. Michael Brockman preaching)
5:30 p.m.
Beer/Brat Supper
Sunday – April 18
9:30 a.m.
Bible Class at Grace ~ Education: What Is It For? A Lutheran Approach to Education

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts
FROM OUR CONFESSIONS
The Large Catechism by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Article III.
43] For where He does not cause it to be preached and made alive in the heart, so that it is understood, it is lost, as was
the case under the Papacy, where faith was entirely put under the bench, and no one recognized Christ as his Lord or
the Holy Ghost as his Sanctifier, that is, no one believed that Christ is our Lord in the sense that He has acquired this
treasure for us, without our works and merit, and made us acceptable to the Father. What, then, was lacking?
44] This, that the Holy Ghost was not there to reveal it and cause it to be preached; but men and evil spirits were there,
who taught us to obtain grace and be saved by our works.
45] Therefore it is not a Christian Church either; for where Christ is not preached, there is no Holy Ghost who creates,
calls, and gathers the Christian Church, without which no one can come to Christ the Lord.
46] Let this suffice concerning the sum of this article. But because the parts which are here enumerated are not quite
clear to the simple, we shall run over them also.
47] The Creed denominates the holy Christian Church, communionem sanctorum, a communion of saints; for both expressions, taken together, are identical. But formerly the one [the second] expression was not there, and it has been poorly
and unintelligibly translated into German eine Gemeinschaft der Heiligen, a communion of saints. If it is to be rendered
plainly, it must be expressed quite differently in the German idiom; for the word ecclesia properly means in German
eine Versammlung, an assembly.
48] But we are accustomed to the word church, by which the simple do not understand an assembled multitude, but the
consecrated house or building, although the house ought not to be called a church, except only for the reason that the
multitude assembles there. For we who assemble there make and choose for ourselves a particular place, and give a
name to the house according to the assembly.
Thus the word Kirche (church) means really nothing else than a common assembly, and is not German by idiom, but
Greek (as is also the word ecclesia); for in their own language they call it kyria, as in Latin it is called curia. Therefore in
genuine German, in our mother-tongue, it ought to be called a Christian congregation or assembly (eine christliche Gemeinde oder Sammlung), or, best of all and most clearly, holy Christendom (eine heilige Christenheit).

Continued next month… (read more at bookofconcord.org)

Bible Studies at Grace & Trinity
Every Sunday our churches dive deeper into the Scriptures and the Faith handed down to us by
the Church. We’re reading through the Revelation of St. John right now. We meet at 9:30am
(between the services) and alternate locations monthly—even months at Grace, odd months at
Trinity (this month it’s at Grace).
We also offer a verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter study on Wednesdays at Grace at 9:30am.
We’re in St. Paul’s First Epistle to Timothy. Join us!

MARRIAGE & FAMILY CLASS ~ Parenting
Join us April 27 at Trinity from 7-8:30pm as we look at the God-given vocation of
parenthood. In our study, we’ll discuss the gift of children, adoption, birthcontrol, and barrenness.
*We’re reading Family Vocation: God’s Calling in Marriage, Parenting, and
Childhood, by Gene Edward Veith & Mary J. Moerbe. This month we’re starting chapter 8. Join us!

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)

Typical Schedule: (3rd Tuesday, **unless noted)
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Matins
Reading Discussion
Prayer
Lunch

Locations:

Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

Buy your books at Eighth Day Books!

2021 Reading Schedule:
April 20 (Trinity, Wichita)
Stratford Caldecott, Beauty for Truth’s
Sake: On the Re-enchantment of Education. (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2009). 156 pp.
May 18 (Grace, Wichita)
Gordon W. Lathrop, Holy Things: A Liturgical Theology. (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1993). 236 pages.

**June 22 (Trinity, Wichita)
Michael C. Legaspi, The Death of Scripture and the Rise of Biblical Studies. (Oxford: OUP, 2010). 169 pages.
July 20 (Grace, Wichita)
The Philokalia: The Complete Text, Volume One. (New York: Faber and Faber, 1979). 355 pages.
August 17 (Trinity, Wichita)
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Ethics. (New York: Touchstone, 1995). 367 pages.
September 21 (Grace, Wichita)
St. John Chrysostom, Six Books On the Priesthood. (Crestwood: SVSP, 1996). 160 pages.
October 19 (KS District Retreat Center, Herington**)
Martin Luther, Luther and Erasmus: Free Will and Salvation. Editors E. Gordon Rupp and Philip S. Watson.
(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1969). 339 pages.
November 16 (Grace, Wichita)
G.K. Chesterton, “The Thing: Why I Am a Catholic (1929),” in Complete
Works, Vol. 3. (West Coshohocken: Templeton Press, 2013): 135-335.
200 pages.
December 21 (Trinity, Wichita)
St. Basil the Great, On Fasting and Feasts. (Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Press,
2013). 135 pages.
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Hispanic Ministry
Grace is blessed with an
opportunity to reach out to
those in our community
who speak Spanish. We
offer a Divine Service
(Misa en Español) every
Sunday at 2:00p.m. Also,
once a month we gather
with a meal at 12:30pm.
Stop on by and check it
out!

GRACE FOOD PANTRY
All grocery donations are appreciated to help
the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry. Each month
specific items are suggested. For April: pancake mix and pancake syrup. Place donations in the narthex basket marked Grace Food
Pantry. Non-perishables always appreciated.

Please Pray for our Missionaries:

Daniel, Kathryn, and Ana Conrad (Mexico City)
Jacob Gaugert (Togo)

Look for their current newsletter in the narthex.

LORD’S DINER
Due to the virus, the Lord’s Diner temporarily changed it’s service. The first Tuesday each
month we serve at the Lord’s Diner (2825 S Hillside) from 5:15-7:30pm. If you already
have a food handler’s card—great! If you have one, but it is expired, that’s okay—it
still works! If you don’t yet have your card, get one on-line: wichitaks.foodhandlerclasses.com.

Upcoming Dates and Activities
April 24

Ladies Guild – 9:30am-12:30pm

Christ’s Gifts IN THE COMMUNITY
THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
How it works:
Think about an unmet need in your community and how
you could help. Apply to lead your volunteer team in a one
-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that
can be completed within 90 days. Once your project is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action Kit, including:

ble to lead one per calendar year
(maximum of three).

Things to keep in mind:

Involve others
Bring together a volunteer team of
friends, family and people in your community to have a
bigger impact. It's not a gift or a grant. It's seed money, and
it's an investment to help get your project started or gain
• Promotional banner.
awareness for your cause, rather than directly giving the
• Invitations and thank-you cards.
money to (granting) or purchasing items for (gifting) your
• Thrivent Action Team T-shirts.
cause.
A $250 Community Impact Card you can use as seed mon- One action team, one project
ey to purchase project supplies and create promotional ma- Multiple members cannot apply to receive a Thrivent Acterials.
tion Kit to be used toward the exact same project.
How often am I eligible?
Report your success
All Thrivent members are eligible to lead a Thrivent Action Share your stories, photos and volunteer team info with us
Team. However, the number of teams each member can
after your event – this must be completed before applying
lead per year depends on his or her membership type. Ben- to lead your next Thrivent Action Team.
efit members are eligible to lead two Thrivent Action
LOG IN: www.Thrivent.com CLICK: “Making a
Teams per calendar year, and associate members are eligiDifference” CHOOSE: Thrivent Action Team.

Concordia Academy
Capital Campaign Kickoff Banquet: April 16
LAST CHANCE TO RSVP FOR CONCORDIA ACADEMY’S KICKOFF BANQUET ON APRIL 16TH! Tickets to the banquet are free, but you must reserve them
by April 9th. Join us at Grace on Friday, April 16th from 6-8pm as we kick off our capital
campaign with the goal of opening Kansas’s only Lutheran high school in the fall of
2022. There’ll be great food, fellowship, entertainment, and plenty of information about the school. All supporters and potential supporters are welcome. Register on-line: www.ConcordiaAcademyWichita.org by April 9, 2021.
For more ways to support life, visit:
Kansans for Life (KFL)
April 4 – The resurrected Jesus first appeared to a very sinful,
formerly demon-possessed woman, Mary Magdalene. The
hope of the resurrection is for those hopelessly lost in their
sins. In one sense, we could say that this hope is especially for
those who are—like the rest of us—hopelessly lost! Thanks be
to God! Heavenly Father, draw me into rejoicing in Jesus’ resurrection and the value it gives to all humankind. Amen.

April 18 – The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the
sheep (John 10:11-16). Herein lies our assurance that our Shepherd does not abandon His sheep. He loves them too much.
He paid too much for them to forsake them. We live our lives,
not in the absence of suffering, but in the presence of the
Good Shepherd. Good Shepherd, thank You for laying down Your
life for me.

April 11 – Our bodily life matters so much to God that He
incarnated human flesh Himself. Even after accomplishing
atonement by His body’s brokenness, He did not discard it
but inhabits it by resurrection as His eternal instrument (John
20:27). When we are physically suffering sin’s consequences,
our Savior’s words of forgiveness breathe healing (John 20:2123), and His ways of faith bring peace into our very bodies.
Lord Jesus, let me take hold of You by faith until Your wounded and
resurrected body redeems my own. Amen.

April 25 – The joy that comes from the risen Christ cannot be
taken away (John 16:22). This is not a feel-good happiness
dependent upon circumstances. It is a fruit of Christ’s Spirit,
the joy of our salvation in Christ that circumstances cannot
change or diminish. Many of the life issues we deal with today are “joy robbers” and present opportunities to share the
joy of the resurrection. Gracious Savior, fill my words with the
comfort and hope of resurrection to everlasting life with You. Amen.

Christ’s Gifts IN THE COMMUNITY

MISSION
The mission of Eighth Day Institute is to bring all Christians together for a dialogue of love and truth by returning
to the common heritage of ancient Christianity through
events and publications to overcome divisions and renew
culture through faith and learning.
In an isolating secularized culture where the church’s voice
is muffled through her many divisions, Christians need all
the help they can get to strengthen their faith in God and
love toward their neighbor.
Eighth Day Institute offers hope to all Christians through
our adherence to the Nicene faith, our ecumenical dialogues of love and truth, and our many events and publications to strengthen faith, grow in wisdom, and foster Christian friendships of love.

MEMBERSHIP
Join our growing community of monthly members who
believe our culture desperately needs renewed.
Support Eighth Day Institute's efforts to renew culture
with a new monthly membership at the Patron level and
above, and in addition to regular perks, join us at one of
our signature events for free (Symposium, Colloquium,
Florovsky Week, Inklings Festival)! (Student membership rate: $5/month!)

SISTERS OF SOPHIA

Walking with women of wisdom
At Sisters of Sophia, we walk with
women of wisdom as we learn
from their lives. We meet every
third Tuesday of the month. Our
gathering of ladies is both challenging and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the way! Doors open at The Ladder at
6:15pm, Food and Fellowship at 6:30, Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture at 7:20, Q&A and Closing Prayer
at 8:15. Please come to break bread with us, learn with
us, or both! We end promptly at 8:30, but women are
welcome to chat long after that! For more information,
talk with Nikki Boyle (650-1402) or Nancy Metzger (684
-3415).
www.EighthDayInstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

• Friend: $8/month ($100/year) - includes Weekly Synaxis,
Access to The Digital Library, Annual Christian News-Letter

• Patron: $35/month ($500/year) & Teacher/Pastor: $20/month
- plus Eighth Day Moot: Tri-annual Print Subscription, Catechetical Word from the Fathers: Tri-annual Print Subscription, Exclusive EDI Blogs: Florovsky Archive & The Moot,
50% off Featured Events, 10% off Eighth Day Books.

• Pillar: $75/month ($1000/year) & Student: $5/month ($100/
year) - plus Free Featured Events, VIP Event Access, EDI
Handcrafted Coffee Mug, Set of EDI Cloud of Witnesses Pint
Glasses

www.eighthdayinstitute.org

An outreach of the Lutheran Church - Missouri
www.fairmountcoffee.com
www.facebook.com/FairmountCoffee
twitter.com/fairmountcoffee
www.instagram.com/fairmountcoffee

~ HALL OF MEN ~

Where the men break bread, tap the keg, and toast their heroes.
nd
th
2 and 4 Thursdays of the month at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
Doors open at 7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening events officially begin at 8:30pm with
a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives
and to fight for the renewal of our culture.

SUPPORTING Christ’s Gifts

LCMS Stewardship Ministry

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM

Grace & Trinity are registered with the Amazon
Smile program. Purchases made through
smile.amazon.com may have a portion of the proceeds donated to Trinity. Select either congregation
as your charitable organization in your Amazon
As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do
profile, or by using the link:
the good works prepared for us, which He makes known to us in His
Word. By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0622407.
because He does not lie and always keeps His promises. For “without
There is no change in selection, availability, or pricfaith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek es when using smile.amazon.com to support Grace
him” (Heb. 11:6).
or Trinity through
And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the Smile program.
Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. His atoning
sacrifice is the first fruits of all the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father,
so that His perfect life and death count for all who believe in Him. He
claimed us as His own children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and
strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body and Blood.

the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with
plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How
do we honor the Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His
generosity? By giving generously to those whom the Lord has called us
to love and support your family, your society, and your church. And
His promise is that, in so doing, you will never lack.
.

A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” Our
Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar promises in the New Testament. He
says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents: “For to everyone
who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance” (Mt.25:29).
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says:
“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one
who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you
have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to
you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is
another’s, who will give you that which is your own? No servant can
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).
And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21).
We have become conditioned against these promises because of their
misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the guys on TV who
say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on
the fact that God does reward temporal faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings. It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s
grace and His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages do in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded against this
that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings.
And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from
the Lord in order to give, and He will bless your giving with more receiving. As St. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his own
Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things?”

Do you shop at Dillons??
~Dillons

Community Rewards,
where shopping and giving come together~

Trinity’s organization number is:
QG377.
DONATE ONLINE
TO GRACE & TRINITY !

A PayPal account for each church is
set up.
CLICK HERE FOR TRINITY.
CLICK HERE FOR GRACE.
If you have any questions, contact:
Sheryl Anderson, Dick Lewallen, or Jeanette
Mueller.

VISIT US ONLINE

Every week we put our sermons online, as well
as the Congregation at Prayer. We keep an upto-date Google Calendar, to which you can
subscribe. We also include special events and
service times. Visit us on Facebook, too!
Grace: www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org
Trinity: www.tlcwichita.org

Gil & Judy Holstein, Ginger Manchesian, Julia Ruble,
Louise Smith, Alice Smith, Trivona Stegman,
Mary Jane Zumalt, Goldene Peck, Florence Lavery

GRACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Pastor Boyle can best be reached:
(316) 650-1583, or
pastor.boyle@gmail.com

Find us on the Web
www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E. Pawnee
Wichita, KS 67218
Address Services Requested

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Mon—Fri (except Thursday):
9am Matins, Grace
Wed: 11am Divine Service, Grace
7pm Vespers, Grace
Sunday Divine Service:
8:00 AM, Grace
11:00 AM, Trinity
2:00 PM, Grace en Español

