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Dialogue of Love and Truth
At this year’s 2nd annual “Inkling Festival” the Eighth Day
Institute’s director, Erin Doom, challenged us all to enter
into a dialogue, both of love and of truth. He says,
“As we all know, differences and divisions are real. We can’t
pretend they aren’t. The question is, how shall we deal with
them?” (Synaxis, 4)
To do this he proposes we take up the Scriptures and the
Church Fathers intentionally with those of other traditions.
Lutherans tend to be fairly well-versed in the Scriptures.
And we, at Grace and Trinity, work hard to study and
grow in our knowledge of them. But what of the Fathers?
How many have ever picked up a tract, or book, or commentary of the Fathers? Would you be able to name a
couple of them? I think we may have much to learn!
And before you cast this aside—thinking that there’s more
than enough to learn in the Scriptures before going elsewhere (which is absolutely true!)—consider that these
“Fathers” are your Fathers. The Church didn’t begin in the
16th century Reformation—much less the 19th century,
when those Germans came to America! No, we have a
broad and long heritage, the likes of whom the early
Lutherans knew very well. (As an aside, Martin Chemnitz
was the University Librarian who oversaw the Early
Church Fathers department. It was he, more than anyone
else, that formed the Book of Concord, which makes us Lutheran!)
Now, there’s certainly work to be done at home (that is,
within our Church, but also, literally at your homes)—
reading and studying and meditating and discussing. But
that’s only part of it. And this, I think, is the chief reason
why I love the Eighth Day Institute: these discussions are to
then take place with those of other traditions (Baptists and
Methodists and Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox).
Our “dialogue of love and truth” isn’t just among us,
Lutherans; but it’s a dialogue with those separated from us.
If there’s anything I’ve learned from my participation in
this uniquely ecumenical gathering, it’s to listen and then
to speak. You can’t talk with someone easily unless you
learn the language. And how much of Christian dialogue
has actually been two monologues passing like ships in the
night? Christians (of all varieties) are much better talking at
one another, than with each other. Miscommunication and
language barriers have proven to be the chief source of
divisiveness within the Church (as we already see in the 4 th
century Trinitarian debates—Latin and Greek didn’t
always convey the same meanings so well).
So how can you speak unless you first learn to listen?
Listening to another express the faith in words that sound
so foreign can be difficult, especially when certain buzz

words come up! Lutherans have well-tuned radars for these.
When we hear things like: synergism, works, decision, accept,
choose, and so forth, we stop listening. Why? Because we
know the answer! We’ve already diagnosed the problem—
it’s a justification by what we do, and not God alone—so
what’s the point in listening any further?
Allow me a brief anecdote. At this year’s Festival I was
tasked (as a board member) to work the gate. This meant I
mostly had to stay put for about 4 hours, taking money,
giving wrist-bracelets, and chatting with all those coming
and going, which was actually a great place to be! This
gave me an opportunity to continue a conversation begun a
few weeks previously at a Hall of Men with a young Roman
Catholic who recently graduated from Seminary (he happens, by the way, to be the cousin of the seminarian who
died just a couple weeks back). Anyhow, our conversation
was about justification—as he asked me what it was I
thought separated our two traditions. As we spoke, it
became evident that we do, in fact, have different ideas,
fundamentally, as to how man is saved (and this rolls over
into what man is capable of after the fall). However, to get
there we both recognized that our pre-conceived notions of
what the other thinks was quite a bit distorted. He happily
admitted that we can do NOTHING towards our justification, and that the atonement of Christ on the cross alone
merits salvation for us. (Imagine, for a moment, a welltrained Roman Catholic saying such a thing!) To receive this
(and yes, that’s the word he used), man simply gives his
“ascent;” that is, his “yes.” With some back and forth over
the freedom of the will, original sin, and prevenient grace
(we’re not getting into any of that here), we found that
though we do disagree, we obtained a profound respect for
the other, and a desire to go deeper.
It seemed to me a good example of a “dialogue of love and
truth.” Neither became defensive, argumentative, or angry.
And yet, neither of us skirted back from what we believe to
be true. I concede that it’s not easy for everyone to have
such conversations—and believe me, this was a unique
conversation with a high theological bar—but this is what
we should be striving for.
Two things are necessary to pull something like this off:
1) love for our separated neighbors of various traditions;
and 2) study, prayer, and meditation on the Scriptures and
the Fathers, with a willingness to listen and learn.
Yours in Christ, our Love and Truth,
Pastor Boyle

“I’m a lifetime Republican and……..” “I’m a lifetime Democrat and……..” These two
statements prefaced a number of interchanges and speeches during these last two weeks of
the two major party conventions.
“Lifetime” would not have described many political candidates or supporters in the years
1824-1860. In those 36 years (that’s two generations) there were at least 12 different political parties which ran men
for the office of POTUS--President Of The United States.

 In 1832 the Democrats and the National Republicans had opposition from an Anti-Masonic candidate.
 In 1836 five men ran for POTUS.
 In 1860, Abraham Lincoln beat three candidates—one from the Constitutional Union Party, one from the
Northern Democratic Party and one from the Southern Democratic Party.
It was hard to claim “lifetime” party status during this era.
Ever heard of the Nazarite Party? Not political. Older than our American parties by far. Now, can you name three
Biblical characters who were “lifetime” Nazarites? Did you get them? Samuel. Samson. John the Baptist. Those are
the three named “lifers.”
So, what was the Nazarite Party and what did it stand for? Though the three “lifers” we know from Scripture were
Israelite men, women could also be Nazarites. The “party platform,” the vows? That is recorded in Numbers 6: no
drinking wine or strong drink; no going to barbers; and at all costs, a Nazarite must stay away from the dead, even if
parents or siblings would die.
These vows could be for life or a shorter time. They could be made under tough circumstances, in times of sickness,
when starting out on a journey or when wanting children. A father could make the vow for his under-13-aged son, and
a mother’s vow for a child could be revoked by the father. A husband could annul his wife’s vow, but a man could
not annul his slave’s vow. It is supposed that Paul made such a short-term Nazarite vow in Corinth while preaching/
teaching there for 1½ years (Acts 18). Though the Holy Spirit allowed Paul much success, he was opposed and
reviled much, finally being brought before a Roman tribunal. His “tough-go ministry” was perhaps the reason for his
vows. Immediately upon leaving Corinth, he stopped in Cenchreae and “had his hair cut”—the end of his vow.
A Nazarite was one “set apart.” He or she had a specific service or duty. The vow was a show of faith, not a meriting
of forgiveness. His or her hair showed the “set-apartness” or holiness to God (Num. 6:7), the hair even being a type of
crown. The interesting thing about the three “lifers” is that none of them personally choose to be Nazarites. Both
Samson and John the Baptist were called by God from the womb (Judges 13:5; John 1:15). Samuel was so set apart
by his mother before she even became pregnant (1 Samuel 1:11).
The vast majority of us are probably glad that neither our father nor mother dedicated us to be of the Nazarite Party.
And while some of us may claim life-long dedication to either being a Republican or a Democrat, I submit that there
is a more important “party” to which we belong. We belong to the Baptized Party.
As with the Nazarite lifers, we did not choose this “party,” this designation. Many of us were like Samuel. Our
pregnant mother and our waiting-nine-months-to-be father had already decided that we would be baptized.
Nonetheless, our parents would not claim glory. We were like Samson and John the Baptist. We were called by God
to the Baptized Party. His separation, His calling, His work, His glory.
Look what happens when dad and mom bring an infant to the font. Water is poured over the head, over the hair. The
Word of God “crowns” the head of the disciple with the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Death touches the
child. Jesus’ death. There is no condemnation or breaking of a vow for touching this death. Truth is, this death
confirms the vow. Jesus’ death delivers the child from his or her own death. The gift of faith is given from which flow
a multiplicity of gifts: forgiveness of sin and eternal salvation. The child will eventually drink a very strong drink—
the very Blood of Jesus—again gifting forgiveness.
No vows and promises—whether Nazarite or monastic or that of being POTUS—are equaled to the vows and
promises of God that “whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” Even the vows and promises of the baptized
of renouncing the devil and all his works and ways and believing in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, are not as
powerful as God’s promise to us.
Being of the Baptized Party is your greatest membership. You are a member of Jesus and an heir of the treasures of
heaven in the one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. Whether your membership has been lifetime or short time,
you have been brought from death to life. Sin has no dominion over you. You are not under the law, but under grace.
As a member of the Baptized Party you will not be disappointed in whichever party wins POTUS 100 days from now.

Pastor Brockman

From Our Confessions…The Small Catechism
The Lord’s Prayer
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household

Our Father who art in heaven.
What does this mean?--Answer.
God would thereby [with this little introduction] tenderly urge us to believe that He is our true Father, and that we
are His true children, so that we may ask Him confidently with all assurance, as dear children ask their dear father.
The First Petition.
Hallowed be Thy name.
What does this mean?--Answer.
God's name is indeed holy in itself; but we pray in this petition that it may become holy among us also.
How is this done?--Answer.
When the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we as the children of God also lead holy lives in accordance with it. To this end help us, dear Father in heaven. But he that teaches and lives otherwise than God's Word
teaches profanes the name of God among us. From this preserve us, Heavenly Father.
The Second Petition.
Thy kingdom come.
What does this mean?--Answer.
The kingdom of God comes indeed without our prayer, of itself; but we pray in this petition that it may come unto
us also.
How is this done?--Answer.
When our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead a godly
life here in time and yonder in eternity.
The Third Petition.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
What does this mean?--Answer.
The good and gracious will of God is done indeed without our prayer; but we pray in this petition that it may be
done among us also.
How is this done?--Answer.
When God breaks and hinders every evil counsel and will which would not let us hallow the name of God nor let
His kingdom come, such as the will of the devil, the world, and our flesh; but strengthens and keeps us steadfast in
His Word and in faith unto our end. This is His gracious and good will.
The Fourth Petition.
Give us this day our daily bread.
What does this mean?--Answer.
God gives daily bread, even without our prayer, to all wicked men; but we pray in this petition that He would lead
us to know it, and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.
What is meant by daily bread?--Answer.
Everything that belongs to the support and wants of the body, such as meat, drink, clothing, shoes, house, homestead, field, cattle, money, goods, a pious spouse, pious children, pious servants, pious and faithful magistrates,
good government, good weather, peace, health, discipline, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.

to be continued next month...

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)

Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Matins
Reading Discussion
Prayer
Lunch
2016 Reading Schedule:

Locations:
Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

August 16 (Trinity, Wichita)
Russell, Norman, trans. The Lives of the Desert Fathers. Cistercian Publications, 1981.
September 20 (Grace, Wichita)
Johnson, Maxwell E. Praying and Believing in Early Christianity: The Interplay Between Christian
Worship and Doctrine. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2013. August 16 (Trinity, Wichita)
Russell, Norman, trans. The Lives of the Desert Fathers. Cistercian Publications, 1981.
October 18
(Trinity, Wichita)
Luther, Martin. Luther’s Works 52 - Sermons II. St. Louis: CPH, 1968.
November 15 (Grace, Wichita)
Peterson, Eugene. The Pastor: A Memoir. New York: HarperOne, 2012.

Please
Re-Enroll
Your
Dillons
Card!

GRIEF SHARE: The introductory meeting for the GriefShare
support group will be held on Sunday, July 31, 2016, at 4:00
p.m., at St. Andrews Lutheran Church. GriefShare is a
nondenominational, biblical support group that focuses on
helping people who are
dealing with a loved one’s death. This group will meet every
Sunday beginning July 31 and will continue through October
30, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. GriefShare is a positive, uplifting,
caring group in which participants can learn how to deal
with the emotions and challenges that come when a loved
one dies.
Anyone who has experienced the death of a family member
or friend, whether recently or in years past, is invited to
attend our new GriefShare series.
For more information contact St. Andrews at 838-0944.

We thank you all,
our friends and families, who supported Grace Lutheran Church by
claiming us as your Dillons Community Rewards recipient in 2015. **BUT YOU MUST
RE-ENROLL WITH GRACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH #10202 AS YOUR DILLONS
COMMUNITY REWARDS RECIPIENT FOR
2016!!!**
If you have chosen to receive email notifications
via your Dillons account, you should have
received an email with a graphic asking you to
click to “KEEP CURRENT ORGANIZATION”. If you missed that email, just log in to
your Dillons Plus Card account at
www.dillons.com/communityrewards, select the
“Community Rewards” tab, and search for and
choose GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
#10202. Then just swipe and shop as usual!
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Update 7/13/16: Your supporters (16 households)
who shopped at Dillons between 4-1-2016 and 630-2016 (Cycle 2016, Qtr 2) have contributed to
your $144.54 total donation.

St. Andrews Lutheran Church
2555 N. Hyacinth Ln. Wichita, KS. 67204
(I-235 Bypass & 25th St. N.)

INVITES YOU TO:

Every One His Witness
Workshop
Saturday, September 17, 2016
8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Free of Charge
Lunch Provided
This workshop considers the real world context in which Lutherans find
themselves as witnesses of Jesus Christ. It puts sound doctrine into
practical action for sharing the faith with the people whom God has
placed alongside His witnesses in their everyday lives.
Not sure how to witness? “LASSIE” is the answer. This relational,
contextual witnessing approach teaches us to naturally share the Good
News of Jesus Christ as we Listen-Ask-Seek-Share-Invite-andEncourage people in our lives who are not yet part of the church.

Please call St. Andrews church office at 838-0944
no later than Friday, Sept. 9 to register to
attend.

LIVING AS STEWARDS
August 2016
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

“Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift” (2 Cor. 9:15)! This is St. Paul’s exclamation upon hearing the
Corinthian church’s response to the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his request for support for
the Church in Jerusalem. The Christians in Corinth heard and received God’s mercy in Christ, and they
responded to St. Paul’s call to support Christians in Jerusalem with a collection. The Corinthian’s joy filled
Jerusalem’s need.
This is the reality of stewardship. Because of God’s generosity in the giving of His Son to die on the cross
for us, we are to be generous with all that we receive from Him. What do we receive? Everything. All that
we are and all that we have is the Lord’s. He is the creator and the giver. We are His creatures and those
who receive what He gives.
It sounds easy. And it is. But then again it isn’t. Stewardship is easy because it God’s work. Through what
God gives, we give to others. Through what God gives, we support the work of the church for the life of the
world. He gives; we receive. And like our generous Father in Heaven, we, as His children, use what He
gives to us to love and serve others.
But stewardship is also difficult. That is because it goes against our natural inclination to think that what I
have is mine to do what I want with. This is our sinful nature. It is our selfishness and our greed. How can
we who have been given everything—life, food, clothing, house, home, forgiveness, divine sonship, an
eternal inheritance—be so stingy with what we give to the church, the place where we hear about and
receive all that God gives us and does for us? We are all guilty of this kind of thinking. And the only godly
response is to repent and trust in the Gospel.
For if God has given you His own Son, will He not give you all things? Yes. He will. This is His sure and
certain promise. God provides for His people. He provides everything we need for this body and life and for
the life that is to come.
The church is a mercy place. It’s a place where God’s mercy in the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus
Christ, is given and received. For we who believe in Christ, it means forgiveness, life, and salvation in the
face of sin, death, and the power of the devil. Here in the church we inhale God’s mercy in Word and
Sacrament, and exhale this same mercy in love and service to our neighbor. And that is an enduring, joyful
thing to do. Our joy fills our neighbor’s need because His joy filled ours (Heb. 12:2). Thanks be to God for
His inexpressible gift!

SPECIAL 5TH SUNDAY “DOOR” OFFERING
FOR LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
In 2014, Thrivent Financial decided that Lutherans for Life would no longer be
on its “approved” list of organizations which may receive support directed from
its members, chapters, etc. This is per a new policy that the fraternal have a
“neutral” position on life issues. The result is that LFL has had to “make up”
funding well into five figures in 2014 and 2015. The same is true in 2016 also.
The first one is July 31, 2016, we will be receiving a Door Offering on every
5th Sunday to be sent to Lutherans for Life to help this pro-life organization.
Please give as the Lord leads. Pray for the respect of life from conception to
natural death.

~HALL OF MEN~

BIBLE CLASS/
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Bible Class/Sunday School is at Grace
during the month of August

Ginny Doesken
Lorraine Koch
Ruth Ann Meyer
Anna Ruckle

Wayne Harris
Ginger Manchesian
Julia Ruble

FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship hall
where the men break
bread, tap the keg, and
toast their heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month at Eighth Day Institute
at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas
Ave) Doors open at 7:00pm.
Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening events officially
begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a
lecture on a hero whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight for the renewal of our culture.
As usual, doors at The Ladder open at 7 pm. Food is
served around 7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll prepare for the
lecture with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic
and scripture readings, and the Nicene Creed. Then a
great lecture followed by good questions and discussion,
The Lord's Prayer, good fellowship, and just possibly a
few good smoke rings.

Sisters of Sophia
FOR WOMEN ONLY After almost seven years of Hall of Men meetings, it
is time to offer something similar for the ladies.
At Sisters of Sophia, we walk with women of wisdom
as we learn from their lives. We meet every on August
23. Our gathering is both challenging and refreshing,
as is the camaraderie along the way!
6:15 Doors Open
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture on
Dorothy Day by Martha Sturgill
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or
both! We will end promptly at 8:30, but women are
welcome to chat long after that! Supper is gratis, water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are
available on a donation basis. Please feel free to invite
friends through Facebook! **Childcare not available.**
For more information and to RSVP go to:
http.//www.eighthdayinstitute.org/

http://www.lcms.org/lcmsu
LUTHERAN
STUDENT CENTER
Have you heard about the
Lutheran Student Center?
The Lutheran Student Center
is a campus ministry sharing the love of
Jesus by outreach, education, and leadership development. The Lutheran Student
Center (LSC) is located at 3815 E. 17th St.
directly across from Wichita State
University. The building was formerly
called the University Lutheran Center and
has existed for over 40 years! What goes
on at the LSC? During the school year,
there are Weekly Bible Studies, fellowship
events, service events and more that
happen through the ministries of the LSC.
The students at the LSC have started a new
student organization, called Anchored, and
they meet weekly and plan activities as
well, seeking to reach out to the students at
WSU. The LSC is for college-aged
students from all schools, undergraduate
and graduate. We are supported by the
local area LCMS congregations. Thank
you to all who have donated their money or
time to our ministry. It does not happen
without you! You can find out more about
the LSC at www.sharingtheloveofjesus.org
or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
LSCWSU, or by contacting the center’s
Director, Dr. John Tape, or the Director of
Campus Outreach, Paige Edgington at
316-684-5224.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
We need all the help
we can get on
Saturday, August 27,
to tie fleece blankets
for Lutheran World
Relief. We will begin
at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall; and
plan to be finished by
1:00 p.m. Lunch will
be provided. It's fun
to tie the knots on
these blankets. Children, teenagers, men and women are
invited to join in on the fun.
Last year we completed 6 blankets and this year we hope to
do 10. We have a $250 Thrivent grant to help pay for the
fleece. Lutheran World Relief quilts and blankets are distributed around the world where there are natural disasters,
refugee camps, etc. So let's see if many hands can get the
blankets tied for people in need.

When: Sunday, September 11th, at 4pm
Where: Linwood Park (1901 S. Kansas)
What to bring: an appetite, lawn chairs,
and a side (preferably not one that might spoil in the heat)
Sign up in the narthex with a head count of how many will be coming in your family so that they can plan to have enough food for all!
Hamburgers, brats, table service and drinks will be provided.
If you have any questions please see Tara Blanchard. Thank you!
Hope to see you all there!

COME & JOIN US!

WEBSITES TO VISIT:

We gather the last Wednesday
afternoon of each month to work
on quilts for Lutheran World
Relief and even some lap robes
for shut-ins. It is a time of fellowshipping together while working
together. Questions??? See a
LWML member.

www.kansaslwml.org
(Kansas site)

www.lwml.org
(National site)

www.kslcms.org
(Kansas LCMS site)

www.lcms.org
(Synod site)

The 24th Annual Grace Board of Social Ministry
Clothing Giveaway
will be held Saturday, September 10, 2016
The Board of Social Ministry would like to remind you that we are collecting
adult and especially children’s clothing for this benefit. It has been scheduled to
help area children be ready for the school year. Clothing can be brought to Grace
Lutheran (3310 E. Pawnee) now.

The Food Pantry at Grace
Lutheran Church asks for bags
of beans and rice during the month
of July. Please bring these items to
Church on Sundays and place in the
collection crate located in our Narthex.
Many thanks for your help and service
to the poor in our neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity Lord’s
Diner Tuesday, August 2
at 5:30pm

The Lord’s Diner
Food Handler Permit Classes
Only 2 more classes remain in 2016 where
you may receive your Food Handler’s
card! Remember, you must obtain a Food
Handler’s permit in order to be able to
work at the Lord’s Diner.
Saturday, September 10 @ 9 a.m.
Church of the Resurrection
4910 N. Woodlawn
&
Saturday, November 12 @ 9 a.m.
Riverwalk Church of Christ
225 N. Waco

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Michael C. Brockman
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday-Thursday
Closed on Mondays and Fridays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

01 03 05 06 07 10 11 13 16 22 24 26 27 -

Terry Standifer, Jr.
Michael Blanchard
Keaton Wellner
Jessalynn Bacon
Skylar McKinley
Jeanette Mueller
Sage Warren
Esther Brunner
Travis Fortine
Larry Mueller
Nicholas Reyes
Ryan Kenny
DeAngelo Ayers

01 07 15 21 26 28 30 -

31 -

Kim Nunnold
Amber Alber
Adam Fortine
Judy Rollins
Val Baalmann
Joshua Kollmeyer
Maria Petersen
Ireland Gibson
Dixon Janney
Lennyn Janney
Mason Janney
Tarika Standifer
Riley Dohmeier

04 - Wayne & Ruthanna Smith
06 - Scott & Amber Osborn
07 - Bryan & Vicki Bessey

www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

Grace Elders
Warren Balke
Michael Blanchard
Aaron Hastings
Tom Nickel
Glen Rolf

