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The Economy, the Poor, and God
“‘You shall not steal or take away
What others worked for night and day,
But open wide a gen’rous hand
And help the poor in the land.’
Have mercy, Lord!” (LSB 581:7)
[Let me tell you the story about Naboth. (1 Kings 21)
He owned a vineyard in the northern country of Samaria. It probably
wasn’t all that great a vineyard—doubtful that anyone but Naboth
and his family got to enjoy its wine. But it was his vineyard; and was
passed down from generation to generation.
One day King Ahaz thought he could really make something out of
that vineyard. It was, after all, right next to his palace. Perhaps a
vegetable garden would be the way to go. It doesn’t really matter.
Ahaz knew the land could be valuable and would be better off in his
hands.
So he went to Naboth and asked if he could have it, even promising
him another vineyard, or other lands, or some sort of payment to get
it. (It’s quite an honor, you know, to have the king ask to buy your
property!)
But Naboth couldn’t give up his inheritance. At least, he wouldn’t.
He wanted that land, even if he wasn’t a very good farmer. It was
part of his family heritage, worth more to him than the king’s gold.
This disappointed Ahaz. He sulked around the house, complaining to
whomever would listen. And then his wife, Jezebel, walked in.
“What’s wrong with you?” she asked.
“Well,” Ahaz said, “Naboth won’t sell me his vineyard!”
“But aren’t you king?” asked Jezebel. “Why don’t you act like it?”
So, she came up with an ingenious plot, where the people would
celebrate a feast to the Lord, but Naboth would be “overheard” confessing a false god. Of course, the charges would be totally made up,
but as long as you put two idiots there who are willing to say they
heard it, they’ll be justified in charging Naboth with the death penalty.
And so they did. They stoned him to death. The vineyard was free
for the taking. And Ahaz made it part of the palace grounds.
Now, there’s a problem with all this. And the problem is that kings
are high—and their wives are, perhaps, higher!—but higher yet is the
Lord, who sees all things, and knows all things, and desires to give
His good gifts to whomever He wills.
So, though Ahaz had Naboth killed, and took his vineyard for himself, things didn’t go well for Ahaz. The Lord brought vengeance on
Ahaz and Jezebel. In fact, Jezebel was eventually devoured by dogs in
the valley that was Naboth’s vineyard.
So what does this have to do with the 7th commandment? Well, it’s
as Luther says in his Large Catechism: “God also wants property protected.” (LC I.223) No matter how insignificant, or underused, or
poorly operated, or inefficient: the Lord has gifts to give and desires
to be known as the giver of gifts.
Anyone, like Ahaz and Jezebel, who coerces someone else’s property
away from them will have it coerced away as well, all by the Lord’s
hand. He will not let the greedy go free. But in His judgment, He will
repay what was taken, and will punish the thief.

“If we consider the world through all conditions of life,” Luther says, “it is
nothing but a vast, wide sales booth, full of great thieves.” (LC I.228)
So don’t be like Ahaz and Jezebel, seeking to “get your neighbor’s possessions in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.” That is, there’s a positive side to the commandment—there’s a way in which we are given to uphold the Law and
help our neighbor. “We should interfere and prevent [any injury to our
neighbor’s possessions and property],” Luther says. “It is commanded that we
advance and improve his possessions. When they suffer lack, we should help,
share, and lend both to friends and foes [Mt 5:42].” (LC I.251)
How do we do this?
We fear and love God by not taking God’s earthly gifts from our
neighbor in such ways as not stealing our neighbor’s possessions
and money, not being lazy or sloppy when working, and by not
acquiring goods by dishonesty, fraud, or taking advantage of others.
Instead, we fear and love God by looking after our neighbor’s wellbeing by helping to protect and improve our neighbor’s earthly possessions, income, and livelihood.
Possessions include any sort of property, including intellectual property (ideas, writings—music, too!), as well as physical property.
Why does God care so much to protect private property?
Because our Lord uses *stuff* to serve us and those around us. He
takes up the gifts of His various servants and provides food and
shelter and clothing and joy to those who suffer. He cares for the
poor and feeds the hungry and casts down the mighty from their
thrown—al because He desires to protect private property.
Our very economy is a gift of God. He desires that our market not
be run by greed or avarice, but by generosity for the poor and care
for those who labor. And yet, with all His divine care for the poor
and needy, He does not commend Ahaz or Jezebel—the property
of others is not to be taken, even if it is to be given to the poor or
used for another good work.
No, we give and use generously what the Lord has given us. In this,
we are “Stewards.” Stewards of God’s good gifts to us for the sake
of our neighbor. Like Naboth, we respect and revere the inheritance
that has been given to us. Though we are free to sell our land, or
home, or vehicle, we are not to be coerced—neither by the government, nor a fellow man, made in the image of God.
This commandment is an economic commandment. We’re to bless
with what’s given us and defend it all as gift. We’re to be stewards
of the great gifts of the Lord, doling them out as the Father so wills.
Yet, in all of this, we are free: free to protect the property of another, knowing that our citizenship is in heaven; free to give to the
poor, knowing that our Lord had no place to lay his head; free to
feed the hungry with good things, for our Lord has a great feast
prepared for us. In our stewardship of the Lord’s varied graces, we
are free to believe, love, and receive all things as gift from His hand.
May all that we are and all that we have received with thanksgiving
and humility—and then, after prayer—be used for the good of His
Holy Church.
Yours in Christ, our gracious, gift-giving Lord, Pastor
Boyle
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Bible Class & Sunday School
in August
will be at Grace.

Daniel & Kathryn Conrad
Lorraine Koch

Ginger Manchesian

Al Gene & Ruth Ann Meyer
Julia Ruble

Anna Ruckle
Louise Smith

Roy & Elisa Askins
& their Children

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

(Theological Reading Group)
Locations:
Matins
Grace Lutheran Church
Reading Discussion
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Prayer
Trinity Lutheran Church
Lunch
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

2018 Reading Schedule:
August 21

(Trinity, Wichita)

Wilken, Robert L. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God (2005), 398pp.

September 18 (Grace, Wichita)
Augustine of Hippo. On Christian Teaching

October 16

(Trinity, Wichita)

Luther, Martin. “Letters”, LW 48. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp).

November 20 (Grace, Wichita)
John Paul II, Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of the Body (2006), 735pp.

December 18 (Trinity, Wichita)
John of Damascus, Three Treatises On the Divine Images (8th c.), 158pp.

From Our Confessions…The Large Catechism
by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ~ continued from last month
The Fourth Commandment. Honor thy father and thy mother....
137] Whence come so many knaves that must daily be hanged, beheaded, broken upon the wheel, but from disobedience [to parents], because they will not submit to discipline in kindness, so that, by the punishment of God, they bring
it about that we behold their misfortune and grief? For it seldom happens that such perverse people die a natural or
timely death. But the godly and obedient have this blessing, that they live long in pleasant quietness, and see their children's children (as said above) to the third and fourth generation. 138] Thus experience also teaches, that where there
are honorable, old families who fare well and have many children, they owe their origin to the fact, to be sure, that
some of them were brought up well and were regardful of their parents. On the other hand, it is written of the
wicked, Ps. 109:13: Let his posterity be cut off; and in the generation following let their name be blotted
out. 139] Therefore heed well how great a thing in God's sight obedience is, since He so highly esteems it, is so highly
pleased with it, and rewards it so richly, and besides enforces punishment so rigorously on those who act contrariwise.
140] All this I say that it may be well impressed upon the young. For no one believes how necessary this commandment is, although it has not been esteemed and taught hitherto under the papacy. These are simple and easy words,
and everybody thinks he knew them afore; therefore men pass them lightly by, are gaping after other matters, and do
not see and believe that God is so greatly offended if they be disregarded, nor that one does a work so well pleasing
and precious if he follows them. 141] In this commandment belongs a further statement regarding all kinds of obedience to persons in authority who have to command and to govern. For all authority flows and is propagated from the
authority of parents. For where a father is unable alone to educate his [rebellious and irritable] child, he employs a
schoolmaster to instruct him; if he be too weak, he enlists the aid of his friends and neighbors; if he departs this life, he
delegates and confers his authority and government upon others who are appointed for the purpose. 142] Likewise, he
must have domestics, man-servants and maid-servants, under himself for the management of the household, so that all
whom we call masters are in the place of parents and must derive their power and authority to govern from them.
Hence also they are all called fathers in the Scriptures, as those who in their government perform the functions of a father, and should have a paternal heart toward their subordinates. As also from antiquity the Romans and other nations
called the masters and mistresses of the household patres- et matres- familiae, that is, housefathers and housemothers.
So also they called their national rulers and overlords patres patriae, that is, fathers of the entire country, for a great
shame to us who would be Christians that we do not likewise call them so, or, at least, do not esteem and honor them
as such. 143] Now, what a child owes to father and mother, the same owe all who are embraced in the household.
Therefore man-servants and maid-servants should be careful not only to be obedient to their masters and mistresses,
but also to honor them as their own fathers and mothers, and to do everything which they know is expected of them,
not from compulsion and with reluctance, but with pleasure and joy for the cause just mentioned, namely, that it is
God's command and is pleasing to Him above all other works. 144] Therefore they ought rather to pay wages in addition and be glad that they may obtain masters and mistresses to have such joyful consciences and to know how they
may do truly golden works; a matter which has hitherto been neglected and despised, when, instead, everybody ran, in
the devil's name, into convents or to pilgrimages and indulgences, with loss [of time and money] and with an evil conscience. 145] If this truth, then, could be impressed upon the poor people, a servant-girl would leap and praise and
thank God; and with her tidy work for which she receives support and wages she would acquire such a treasure as all
that are esteemed the greatest saints have not obtained. Is it not an excellent boast to know and say that, if you perform
your daily domestic task, this is better than all the sanctity and ascetic life of monks? 146] And you have the promise, in
addition, that you shall prosper in all good and fare well. How can you lead a more blessed or holier life as far as your
works are concerned? 147] For in the sight of God faith is what really renders a person holy, and alone serves Him, but
the works are for the service of man. 148] There you have everything good, protection and defense in the Lord, a joyful
conscience and a gracious God besides, who will reward you a hundredfold, so that you are even a nobleman if you be
only pious and obedient. But if not, you have, in the first place, nothing but the wrath and displeasure of God, no peace
of heart, and afterwards all manner of plagues and misfortunes.
to be continued...

THANK YOU!
How do I start to tell you all what the past thirteen years have meant to me as
your Parish Secretary? It doesn’t seem like it has been that long. This will sound “funny”
but, I had only thought I would be working here for a short time. Fortunately, God’s
plan being higher than ours, that didn’t turn out to be the case .
Together we have both been through a lot of things... Some good and some maybe
not so good as far as we on this side of Heaven perceive them. The early retirement of
Pastor Zabel, the ordination and installation of a first time pastor, Pastor Boyle. We have
had Pastor Brockman and Pastor Metzger come in as Associates. There have been births,
graduations, marriages of several “family members” and there has been the “homegoing” of beloved saints.
Now, however, it is time for me to leave this Church family and turn the page in
the story of my life. When we came back to Kansas it was to care for my momma as she
battled cancer, she “won” that battle but has now been taken from us by Alzheimer's. My
daddy passed on a little over 2 years ago and my baby sister passed just a year ago. We
traveled to Kentucky the first time a year ago and at that time, Greg’s parents asked us to
consider moving there to be closer to them. We prayed and talked about going to
Kentucky. It became very evident as we spoke with his parents, and even more so when
we traveled back there this past June, that we need to be there. It is time. So under God’s
guidance we plan to be in Kentucky by November.
In closing, Greg & I will continue to pray that God’s perfect will be done for the
body of believers at Grace Lutheran Church. I will continue to consider this time of
serving as your secretary as a honor and privilege. Thanks for loving me as your sister in
Christ!
May God continue to pour out His blessings!
Susan Reed
P.S. Thank you for the “going-away” party... For those of you who were unable to be
there I would like to share an old hymn that I did sing as my see you later at the
gathering.....

Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
Of fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above...
Til we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet;
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.
h you till we meet again.

August 2018
When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving account.
Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of gifts given by the
rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3).
And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4).
“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who made her and all
creatures, who gave her everything she had, who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power of the devil, who
called her by the Gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament, would continue to do this. He would provide
her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the God she had.
But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are tempted to give small
gifts it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us.
We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith.
We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts because we are
not content with what God has already given.
We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal. 4). We are adopted sons of the free woman. And
since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. And thus, moved
by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.
So what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide.
We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 8:12). But you
have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7).
We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without generosity for our
neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we live, without care for our spiritual
fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, without resources for the poor and needy – in short, we are not
free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us.
For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor (Matt.
22:34-.40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.
Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers spread
apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your neighbors – your
family, your friends, your community, your church.

reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

The Food Pantry at Grace asks for
dry beans and rice during the month of
August. Please bring these items to Church
on Sundays and place in the collection crate
located in our Narthex. Many thanks for
your help and service to the poor in our
neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity Lord’s Diner
Tuesday, August 7 at 5:30pm
Location: 911 West Maple,
Wichita, Kansas 67213
Phone: 316-655-1854
Hours: Wednesdays & Saturdays, 10 A.M. - 2 P.M.
Wichita Branch Web Site: www.ogt.org/Wichita
OGT Headquarters Website: www.OGT.ORG
Username: OGT
Password: Orphan1
Location: 911 West Maple, Wichita, Kansas 67213
Phone: 316/655-1854

We have been blessed to receive many, many donations of clothing at the Wichita warehouse. THANK YOU to all who have contributed. This effort has amounted to much more than our faithful volunteers can keep up with.
Your help is needed to help sort, fold and package. The work area is AIR CONDITIONED. Any help is appreciated, perhaps from a
Bible study class, youth volunteers, scouts, LWM group, school or Sunday school staff..... OGT Wichita needs your help to prepare
these donations for shipment.
Please contact Betty Amey at 316/444-0284 or 316/737-2973 to schedule a time to volunteer.
Summer is a time to prepare for programming for the coming seasons. Consider contacting Gus Wesche at Bwesche@cox.net or
316/682-8918 or 316/650-6387. He will be pleased to come and share more about Orphan Grain Train.
Blessings to everyone during this summer from your OGT Wichita Branch Board.

HALL OF MEN
FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship
hall where the men
break bread, tap the
keg, and toast their
heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays
of the month at Eighth
Day Institute at The
Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave) Doors open at
7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening
events officially begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the
Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life
inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight
for the renewal of our culture. As usual, doors at
The Ladder open at 7 pm. Food is served around
7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll prepare for the lecture
with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic
and scripture readings, and the Nicene Creed. Then a
great lecture followed by good questions and discussion, The Lord's Prayer, good fellowship, and just
possibly a few good smoke rings.

August 9~ Robert Jenson
presented by Ben Davis

Sisters of Sophia
For Women Only
WHEN: WHEN: August 21 ~ Ingrid Trobisch by Ann Harder
WHERE: at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
CONTACT: Nyleen Lenk · lenkedn@gmail.com
Dear Sisters,
If you aren't familiar with the Sisters of Sophia, we walk with
women of wisdom as we learn from their lives. We meet
every third Tuesday of the month. Our gathering of ladies is
both challenging and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along
the way!
6:15 Doors Open at The Ladder, EDI headquarters
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or both! We will end promptly at
8:30, but women are welcome to chat long after that! Supper is gratis, provided by
volunteer attendees. Water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are available
on a donation basis. Please feel free to invite friends through FB! Childcare not available.
See more at: http:// www.eighthdayinstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Daniel J. Metzger
Church Phone: 316-685-6781
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com
Website: gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Bible Class/Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
Beginning Wednesday, August 8
9:30 a.m. Midweek Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service
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Terry Standifer, Jr.
Ana Bracamontes
Ana Aquino
Keaton Wellner
Jessalyn Bacon
Skylar McKinley
Jeanette Mueller
Sage Warren
Esther Brunner
Sandy Sutton
Travis Fortine
Lauro Aquino
Larry Mueller
Nicholas Reyes
Ryan Kenny
DeAngelo Ayers
Casey Reyes
29 - Jennifer Sutton

01 - Cory Laflin
Kim Nunnold
07 - Amber Alber
15 - Judy Rollins
21 - Val Baalman
28 - Maria Petersen
30 - Ireland Gibson
Dixon Janney
Lennyn Janney
Mason Janney

Our Elders
David Bromlow
Aaron Hastings
Kyle Nelson
Tom Nickel

06 - Rev. Daniel & Nancy Metzger
07 - Bryan & Vicki Bessey

