Grace Notes – December 2019
“By GRACE I’m saved, GRACE free and boundless…” ~ LSB 566:1
Volume 67, Issue 12

Theology of the Body and Death
“You were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”
~ 1 Corinthians 6:20

What will happen to your body when you die? More
pointedly, does it matter?
TL;DR (too long; didn’t read) version: If reverent burial of the
body was good enough for Jesus, it’s good enough for us.
Here’s the thing: either our body matters, or it doesn’t. How
we care for the body—even in death—shows what we think of
the body.
We’ve spent each of the last year discussing a Theology of the
Body. We’ve seen how our Lord created us bodily. Part of
what it means to be ‘man’ or ‘woman’ is to be embodied as
such. When our Lord created us ‘male and female,’ He
climactically called it, “very good” (Gen 1:31). More than that,
our Lord took to Himself a body; “He became flesh and dwelt
among us” (Jn 1:14). And, as St. Paul puts it, “in Him all the
fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily” (Col 2:9). In the end, our
Lord promised the resurrection of the body. All this to say:
our bodies matter.
Now, if our bodies matter, why would they stop ‘mattering’
when they die? Do they cease to be the body created by our
Lord? Are dead bodies no longer those bought at a price and
redeemed by the body of Jesus? And are these not the same
bodies given the promise of the resurrection on the last day?
If so, then what happens to your body when you die matters.
Unfortunately, our world doesn’t seem to think so. Worse
yet: many in the Church have fallen for the world’s lies.
In 2016, cremation surpassed burial as the preferred choice
for what to do with the body after death. In 15 years, it’s
expected that over 75% of deaths will end with cremation.
What is this and why has it become so popular?
Cremation is the burning of a body at such a high degree that
only the bones remain. These are then pulverized, ground,
and—with the ashes—placed into a small container.
Officially, they’re called “cremains.”
The earliest evidence for the burning of bodies after death
comes between 2,500-2,000 B.C. possibly to carry the bones of
ancestors back to their homes. About 1500 B.C., with the rise
of Hinduism, cremation was thought to free the soul from
wandering and give it rest. We see cremation in Homer’s
Iliad, with the burning of Patroclus and Hector (Books 23-24).
It comes into Japan with Buddhism in the 6 th century B.C. and
seems to rise in Roman practice around the 1st century B.C.
Interestingly, during this same time Israel never picked up
the practice. They chose to bury their dead. “Abraham buried
Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah east of Mamre
(that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan” (Gen 23:19). In that same
cave Abraham was later buried, along with Isaac, Rebekah,
Jacob, and Leah. As for Joseph, his bones were carried in the
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wilderness for 40 years and buried in Shechem.
The New Testament tells the same story. It’s burial after
burial, without a cremation in sight. Even Ananias and
Sapphira were given a proper burial (Acts 5:1-10).
Now, it’s true: cremation does appear in the Scriptures, but
only as a curse and a sign of God’s wrath for grievous
criminals (Joshua 7:15; Lev 20:14; 21:9; Num 11:1-3; 16:35; Josh
7:15, 24-26; 2 Ki 1:10-12; Mt 7:19; 13:40). Never is it blessed or
condoned. In fact, as the Church spread throughout the
Roman empire, cremation became almost extinct. This leads
us to wonder: why?
The short answer is because the body matters. How we treat
the body in life and in death says much about how we think of
the body. The example of our Lord Jesus is paramount.
Two days before the crucifixion, “a woman came up to [Jesus]
with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured
it on his head as he reclined at table” (Mt 26:7). It seemed to be a
waste. But Jesus knew what she did: “In pouring this ointment
on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial” (26:12).
When He was taken down from the cross, Joseph of
Arimathea asked Pilate for his body. “And Joseph took the body
and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new
tomb, which he had cut in the rock” (Mt 27:59-60). On the third
day, Peter and John ran to the tomb having heard the report
of the women. The linen cloths were lying there, and the face
cloth folded neatly, but the body of Jesus wasn’t there (John
20:5-7). In the days following, Jesus invited Thomas to put his
hands into His wounds (John 20:26-29); He ate fish with His
disciples (John 21:1-14); and pointed to His body saying, “See
my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have” (Luke
24:39). This same body ascended into heaven and will return
the same way on the last day (Acts 1:9-11).
Notice in all of this the care for the body. Yes, it was crucified
and suffered great injury; but the disciples treated it with
reverence. So should it be for us! When a Christian dies, we
treat the body with care and tenderness, like a father carrying
his sleeping child to her resting place, tucking her in, kissing
her forehead, while the child knows nothing of it.
Such reverence to the body and of death as ‘sleep’ provides
no room for cremation. Nothing here has been said of what
God can or cannot do. Nor have we considered cost or
convenience. We’ve simply shown that the body matters.
And where that’s the case, cremation simply has no place.
Yours in Christ, our Embodied Lord, Pastor Boyle

Receiving Christ’s Gifts

Our Upcoming Worship
SEASON

DATE

FESTIVAL

OT

EPISTLE

GOSPEL

HYMNS
334,
332 355,
343
555:1,
7,9
334,
336 347,
354

Advent

Dec. 1

First Sunday in Advent

Jer 23:5-8

Rom 13:8-14

Mt 21:1-9

331

Dec. 4

Mid-Advent I
(Grace)

Gen 15:1-5

Heb 11:1-13,
39-40

Jn 20:24-31

332

Dec. 8

Second Sunday in
Advent

Mal 4:1-6

Rom 15:4-13

Lk 21:25-36

339

Dec. 11

Mid-Week Advent II
(Grace)

Ps 130

Rom 5:1-5

Lk 24:13-27

334

575

-

350

Dec. 15

Third Sunday in
Advent

Isa 40:1-11

1 Cor 4:1-5

Mt 11:2-11

344

345

339,
343,
333

347

Dec. 18

Mid-Week Advent
III (Grace)

Deut 6:4-9

1 Cor 13:1-13

Mt 5:43-48

347

683

-

346

Dec. 22

Fourth Sunday in
Advent

Deut 18:15-19

Php 4:4-7

Jn 1:19-28

332

357

334,
336,
356

339

Christmas Dec. 24

Christmas Eve—
Lessons & Carols
(7p, Grace)

Gen 3:8-15; 22:1518; Isa 7:14; 9:2, 6-7;
11:1-9; Micah 5:2-5a

-

Luke 1:26-35, 38;
359,
376, 382,
2:1-20; Mt 2:1-11;
361,
386
Jn 1:1-14
356

364,
368

370,
380,
363

Dec. 24

Christmas Midnight
Mass (11p, Trinity)

Isa 9:2-7

Titus 2:11-14

Lk 2:1-20

384

358

Dec. 25

Christmas Day
(10a, Trinity)

Exod 40:17-21, 3438

Titus 3:4-7

John 1:1-18

372

382

Dec. 29

First Sunday after
Christmas

2 Sam 7:1-16

Gal 4:1-7

Lk 2:22-40

359

389

Dec. 31

Circumcision and
Name
(5:30p, Grace)

Num. 6:22–27

Gal. 3:23–29

Luke 2:21

594

900

624,
361,
389
393,
368,
386
372,
624,
386
624,
941

339
355
355

363
387
384

549

“Our Lord speaks and we listen. His Word bestows what it says. Faith that is born from what is heard acknowledges the gifts
received with eager thankfulness and praise…Saying back to Him what He has said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure...
The rhythm of our worship is from Him to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and
extol them. We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.”
~ Introduction to Lutheran Worship

Our church gathers around the Lord’s gifts every Lord’s day as well as various Feasts and Festivals.
We rejoice in the daily rhythm of prayer, offering
Matins (an ancient morning prayer service) at Grace, Mon-Fri at 9:00 a.m.
and Evening Prayer at Trinity, every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
For those seeking opportunity to confess their sins and hear our Lord’s forgiveness, we offer
Private Absolution on Fridays at Trinity, 3:30-4:30pm, or by appointment (just call the Pastor).

DECEMBER WORSHIP & Study SCHEDULE
Sunday
Divine Services:
8a @ Grace, 11a @ Trinity
Misa en Español: 2p @ Grace
Bible Study: 9:30a @ Grace in December

Mon. - Fri.
Matins: 9a @ Grace
Friday
Private Absolution: 3:30-4:30p @ Trinity

Wednesdays
Bible Study: @ Grace, 9:30a
Divine Service: @ Grace, 11a
Advent Midweek: @ Grace 7p

Receiving Christ’s Gifts

ADVENT

Faith, Hope & Love
GRACE AND TRINITY

ADVENT AND CHRIST-MASS SCHEDULE
T Order of Evening Prayer T

Wednesdays, 7:00pm ~ Grace Lutheran Church
Dinner at 6pm

12/4/19 ~ Midweek I
Faith
12/11/19 ~ Midweek II
Hope
12/18/19 ~ Midweek III
Love

ChristMass Services:
12/24/19 ~ ChristMass Eve Candlelight Lessons and Carols
Grace Lutheran Church ~ 7:00pm
12/24/19 ~ ChristMass Eve Divine Service (Midnight Mass)
Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 11:00pm
12/25/19 ~ ChristMass Day Divine Service
Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 10:00am
12/31/19 ~ Eve of the Circumcision and Naming of Jesus
(New Year’s Eve Divine Service)
Grace Lutheran Church ~ 5:30pm
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” ~ Luke 2:11

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)

Typical Schedule: (3rd Tuesday)
9:00 – 9:45 am
Matins
9:45 – 11:45 am
Reading Discussion
11:45 am – Noon Prayer
Noon – 1:00 pm Lunch

Locations:
Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

Buy your books at Eighth Day Books!

2019/2020 Reading Schedule:
December 17 (Trinity, Wichita)

Chemnitz, Apology of the Book of Concord (St. Louis: CPH, 2018), 169pp.

Introduction, xvii-xxvii;
Ch.1: “The Person of Christ,”13-82;
Ch. 2: “Thorough Declaration and Solid Refutation of the Objections with which
our Opponents Seek to Justify and Defend Their Doctrine of the Person of Christ
in the Neustadt Book,” 83-110;
Ch. 5: “Thorough Response to the Confession of the Neustadt Book on the Sacraments in General and Then the Lord’s Supper in Particular,” 235-62;
Ch. 6: “Through Account and Firm Refutation of the Excuse with which Our Opponents Seek to Justify and Defend Their Doctrine of the Lord’s Supper in the
Neustadt Book,” 263-295.

January 21

(Grace, Wichita)

February 18

(Trinity, Wichita)

Hippolytus, On the Apostolic Tradition. (Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Press, 2001). 222 pages.
Hermann Sasse, The Journal Essays of Hermann Sasse. Edited by Matthew C. Harrison, Bror Erickson and Joel A. Brondos. (Irvine: New Reformation Publications, 2016). 73 pages.
“Sacra Scriptura: Observations on Augustine’s Doctrine of Inspiration,” (RTR XIV.3, 1955): 33-50;
“Hexaemeron: Theology and Science with the Church Fathers,” (RTR XVII.3, 1958): 65-73;
“Inspiration and Inerrancy: Some Preliminary Thoughts,” (RTR XIX.2, 1960): 87-103;
“Some Thoughts on Christian Hope,” (RTR XXVI.2, 1967): 225-239;
“On the Theology of the Cross,” (RTR XXXI.3, 1972): 295-313.

March 17 (Grace, Wichita)

John Milton, Paradise Lost: A Biblically Annotated Edition. Edited by Matthew Stallard. (Macon:
Mercer University Press, 2011). 494 pages.

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts

Youth Catechesis
Every Wednesday we meet from 5:15-6:45pm at Trinity to share a meal together, to pray the catechism together, and grow in the faith together. While geared for ages 5-15, all are welcome to attend—parents, too! Stick around for Evening Prayer at 7pm immediately following also!

If you’re interested in subscribing to The Lutheran
Witness, please email Derek in the Trinity office
at office@tlc.kscoxmail.com. He will contact the
Kansas District office and get you signed up.

December 1
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
"Enough with the Self-Talk" (Luke 18:9-14)

December 22
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
"Christmas"

December 8
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
"God's Yes" (Romans 8:18-39)

December 29
Guest Speaker: Pastor John Nunes
"Dreams" (Jeremiah 23:24)

December 15
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
"TBD"

KFTI 1070 AM 8:30 a.m. Sunday
K204DQ 88.7 FM 9:00 a.m. Sunday
www.lutheranhour.org

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts
FROM OUR CONFESSIONS
The Large Catechism by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
The Ninth and Tenth Commandments
292] Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maid-servant, nor his cattle, nor anything that is his.
293] These two commandments are given quite exclusively to the Jews; nevertheless, in part they also concern us. For they do not interpret them as referring to unchastity or theft, because these are sufficiently forbidden above. They also thought that they had kept all those when they had done or not done the external
act. Therefore God has added these two commandments in order that it be esteemed as sin and forbidden to
desire or in any way to aim at getting our neighbor's wife or possessions; 294] and especially because under
the Jewish government man-servants and maid-servants were not free as now to serve for wages as long as
they pleased, but were their master's property with their body and all they had, as cattle and other possessions. 295] Moreover, every man had power over his wife to put her away publicly by giving her a bill of divorce, and to take another. Therefore they were in constant danger among each other that if one took a fancy
to another's wife, he might allege any reason both to dismiss his own wife and to estrange the other's wife
from him, that he might obtain her under pretext of right. That was not considered a sin nor disgrace with
them; as little as now with hired help, when a proprietor dismisses his man-servant or maid-servant, or takes
another's servants from him in any way.
296] Therefore (I say) they thus interpreted these commandments, and that rightly (although their scope
reaches somewhat farther and higher), that no one think or purpose to obtain what belongs to another, such
as his wife, servants, house and estate, land, meadows, cattle, even with a show of right or by a subterfuge,
yet with injury to his neighbor. For above, in the Seventh Commandment, the vice is forbidden where one
wrests to himself the possessions of others, or withholds them from his neighbor, which he cannot do by
right. But here it is also forbidden to alienate anything from your neighbor, even though you could do so
with honor in the eyes of the world, so that no one could accuse or blame you as though you had obtained it
wrongfully.
Continued next month… (read more at bookofconcord.org)

Bible Studies at Grace & Trinity
Every Sunday our churches dive deeper into the Scriptures and the Faith handed down to us by the
Church. We meet at 9:30am (between the two services) and alternate locations monthly—even
months at Grace, odd months at Trinity.
We also offer a verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter study on Wednesdays at Grace at 9:30am. We’re
working through St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians.

FINAL TUESDAY MARRIAGE & FAMILY CLASS
Join us the last Tuesday each month at Trinity from 78:30pm for a study and discussion of what marriage is,
how it works, why we do it, and how we might do it
better for the sake of our family, this world, and our
own sanity.

Sharing Christ’s Gifts

Hispanic Ministry
Grace is blessed with an opportunity to reach out to those in
our community who speak
Spanish. We offer a Divine Service (Misa en Español) every
Sunday at 2:00p.m.
Also, once a month we offer
Catechesis with a meal at
12:30pm. Throughout the year
we celebrate various feasts as
well. Stop on by and check it
out!
Please Pray for our Missionaries:
Daniel, Kathryn, and Ana Conrad (Mexico City)

Look for their current newsletters in the narthex.

GRACE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION
All donations of groceries are appreciated to help the Grace Lutheran Food
Pantry. The suggestion for December is flour. Place your donations in the
narthex basket marked Grace Food Pantry. Any non-perishables are always appreciated. Thanks!

Concordia Academy
A Classical Lutheran High School that forms the faith and teaches our students to love what is true, good, and beautiful. Our target start date is
2022. Please keep the school and the board in your prayers. If you’d like to
help make this school a reality, please consider joining the board or making
a tax-deductible donation. See www.concordiaacademywichita.org, or contact Pr.
Boyle, President of Concordia Academy: pastor.boyle@gmail.com.

Sharing Christ’s Gifts

Lord’s Diner Tuesday, December 3 at 5:15pm
“The Lord's Diner relies on volunteers and their gift of time and talent to achieve our mission of
‘Responding to Christ's call to feed the hungry.’
The first Tuesday each month we serve at the Lord’s Diner (2825 S Hillside) from 5:15-7:30pm.
If you already have a food handler’s card—great! If you have one, but it is expired, that’s okay—it still
works! If you don’t yet have your card, get one on-line: wichitaks.foodhandlerclasses.com.

FAMILY PROMISE OF GREATER WICHITA
Family Promise empowers homeless families to achieve independence. They provide food and shelter nightly through local churches, a Day House that serves as a central hub and consistent address for the families,
and education for families working towards sustainable employment, housing, and personal goals. Every
week volunteer churches provide nightly meals and housing for the families. There are 26 churches involved
in Family Promise, Trinity/Grace serve as a Support Church to Lorraine Avenue Mennonite Church. As a
Support Church we assist with meals, overnight duty, work with families at the Day House, and provide
snacks. We do this role 4 times each year, one week at a time. If you’re interested to learn more or get involved, please contact Amanda S. Carter at amandafriedrichs@yahoo.com or 785-614-2298.

Please join the ladies of
Grace and Trinity for

Advent By Candlelight
Enjoy the richness of Christmas hymnody, decorated tables,
delicious food, and warm fellowship.
Saturday, December 7
3:00pm – 4:30 pm
Trinity Lutheran Church, 611 S. Erie

Sign-up in the narthex to attend or to be a Hostess.
Questions? Contact Vicki at 316-641-9392 or vlessman@cox.net

Upcoming Dates and Activities

December 7
December 14
December 21
Now—Dec 15

Advent by Candlelight – 3:00pm-4:30pm
Church Decorating – 9:00am
Ladies Christmas Brunch – 9:30am (West Golden Corral, 616 S Ridge)
We’ll collect hats, mittens, and gloves to be donated to the Lord’s Diner.
Please put items on the Christmas Trees in the Narthex.

Christ’s Gifts IN THE COMMUNITY

Join our growing community of monthly
members who believe our culture desperately
needs renewed.
If you believe we need to cultivate a community of friends in our fractured age...
And if you think the need to retrieve the common heritage of our faith is greater than ever...
Then Eighth Day Institute is your kind of organization!
Eighth Day Institute seeks to revive a common
culture based on historic Nicene Christianity
by cultivating community, teaching the faith,
and renewing the mind through national conferences, small community groups, and publications (digital & print). Make a difference today by supporting the work of Eighth Day
Institute. And join us at one of our events!
Support Eighth Day Institute's efforts to renew culture with a new monthly membership
at the Patron level and above, and in addition
to regular perks, join us at one of our signature events for free (Symposium, Colloquium,
Florovsky Week, Inklings Festival)!

SISTERS OF SOPHIA

Walking with women of wisdom
At Sisters of Sophia, we walk with women of
wisdom as we learn from their lives. We meet
every third Tuesday of the month. Our gathering of ladies is both challenging and refreshing,
as is the camaraderie along the way! Doors open
at The Ladder at 6:15pm, Food and Fellowship at 6:30, Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture at 7:20, Q&A and
Closing Prayer at 8:15. Please come to break bread with us, learn with
us, or both! We end promptly at 8:30, but women are welcome to
chat long after that! For more information, talk with Nikki Boyle (650
-1402) or Nancy Metzger (684-3415).
www.EighthDayInstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

• Eighth Day Friend: $15/month - includes
access to digital content and subscription to
bi-annual Patristic Word.
• Eighth Day Patron: $35/month - plus 50%
off all events, 10% discount at Eighth Day
Books, and subscription to tri-annual Synaxis.
• Eighth Day Pillar: $75/month - plus all
events free and invitation to private events
with signature event speakers
• Eighth Day Olympian: $150/month - you
can do pretty much anything you want!
www.eighthdayinstitute.org

An outreach of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
www.fairmountcoffee.com
www.facebook.com/FairmountCoffee
twitter.com/fairmountcoffee
www.instagram.com/fairmountcoffee

HALL OF MEN ~ Where the men break bread, tap the keg, and toast their heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave) Doors open at
7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening events officially begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a
lecture on a hero whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight for the renewal of our culture.

Christ’s Gifts IN THE COMMUNITY

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS

Things to keep in mind:

Involve others
Bring together a volunteer team of
Think about an unmet need in your community and
friends, family and people in your
how you could help. Apply to lead your volunteer
community to have a bigger imteam in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or edupact. It's not a gift or a grant. It's
cational event that can be completed within 90 days.
seed money, and it's an investment to help get your
Once your project is approved, you'll receive a
project started or gain awareness for your cause, raThrivent Action Kit, including:
ther than directly giving the money to (granting) or
• Promotional banner.
purchasing items for (gifting) your cause.
• Invitations and thank-you cards.
One action team, one project
• Thrivent Action Team T-shirts.
Multiple members cannot apply to receive a Thrivent
A $250 Community Impact Card you can use as seed Action Kit to be used toward the exact same project.
money to purchase project supplies and create proReport your success
motional materials.
Share your stories, photos and volunteer team info
with us after your event – this must be completed beHow often am I eligible?
fore applying to lead your next Thrivent Action
All Thrivent members are eligible to lead a Thrivent
Team.
Action Team. However, the number of teams each
member can lead per year depends on his or her
LOG IN: www.Thrivent.com CLICK: “Making
membership type. Benefit members are eligible to
a Difference” CHOOSE: Thrivent Action Team.
lead two Thrivent Action Teams per calendar year,
Please call Vicki Lessman at (316) 684-1367 if
and associate members are eligible to lead one per
you have any questions.
calendar year (maximum of three).

How it works:

For more ways to support life, visit:
Kansans for Life (KFL)
and Lutherans for Life (LFL)
December 1 – “The Lord is our righteousness” (Jeremiah
23:6b). What comforting truth for hearts troubled with sin’s
guilt that keeps resurfacing. Sometimes a past sin can be so
haunting that we do not always feel forgiven, or we cannot
forgive ourselves. The sin of abortion is a prime example.
But our righteousness does not depend upon us or our
feelings. Our righteousness is Christ! O Lord our Righteousness, may my comfort and hope be anchored in You and not my
feelings. Amen.
December 8 – No matter what sufferings we carry or how
weary we become, Jesus provides hope-filled news about
His second coming. Christ has won the victory, and when
He returns death and evil will be vanquished. We will be
“leaping like calves from the stall” (Malachi 4:1-3). “[S]
traighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). Some things are worth
waiting for—even amid suffering!

those considered “controversial” and “divisive.” Thank You
for touching our hearts with the Good News! Help us share it
with all who deal with matters of the heart. Amen.
December 22 – Jesus brought God delicately amidst sinners, as humble in crucifixion as He was helpless in conception. Yet this estate did not hinder but, in fact, heralded
the full realm and reign of God for us. And thereby He
reaffirmed the worth of even the feeblest human beings.
God’s gift of life arrives all the better for the plain packaging He habitually hides it behind. Lamb of God, make it so
that our taking hold of You leads us to cradle Your little ones as
well. Amen.

December 29 – A peaceful departure (Luke 2:29) may not
always mean the absence of pain and suffering. Through
the power of the Holy Spirit, it is seeing the presence of our
Savior accomplishing His will according to His timetable.
In our last hour, dear Savior, help us see You and be at peace.
December 15 – “Speak tenderly” in Isaiah 40:1-2 is literally Amen.
“speak to the heart.” More than nice-sounding words, all
of the Good News encapsulated in the first and second
coming of Jesus speaks powerfully to those with struggling
and burdened hearts. The life issues give us opportunity to
speak this Good News to matters of the heart, especially

SUPPORTING Christ’s Gifts

December LCMS
Stewardship Article:
Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, is teaching those who
follow Him that worrying about the necessities of life is
idolatry: worshipping a false god. This is because worry
and anxiety show what we care about. Our anxiety reveals
what we love and to what we’re devoted. It reveals what
we trust in.
This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve two masters, for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted
to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and money.”
But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to
wear and have a home in which to dwell.” Yes, all these
things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you have them. He demonstrates this
with a simple argument.
Your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns. He clothes the
lilies of the field, who neither toil nor spin but are arrayed
more luxuriously than Solomon in all his glory. If, then,
your Father in heaven feeds the birds and clothes the lilies,
how will He not also feed and clothe you when you are
worth more than they are?
For you know that you are worth more than them. You are
worth infinitely more. You are worth the price of the eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from
heaven and become a lily? Did he descend and take on the
form of a bird? No!
He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh of
our flesh and bone of our bone. He is one of us, our brother. And what did He do when He became flesh to dwell
among us? He gave His holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering and death, that you might be His own
and live under Him in His kingdom forever.
Your Father in heaven knows what you need – food and
clothing, house and home, etc. – and He promises to give
it to you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and
mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ. So, seek after that. Those
who seek will find. And all the necessities of life, our Lord
says, will be added to you.
www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM
Grace & Trinity are registered with the Amazon
Smile program. Purchases made through
smile.amazon.com may have a portion of the proceeds donated to Trinity. Select either congregation
as your charitable organization in your Amazon
profile, or by using the link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0622407.
There is no change in selection, availability, or prices
when using smile.amazon.com to support Grace or
Trinity through the
Smile program.

Do you shop at Dillons??
~Dillons

Community Rewards,
where shopping and giving come together~

Trinity’s organization number is:
QG377.
DONATE ONLINE
TO GRACE & TRINITY !

A PayPal account for each church is
set
up.
For
Trinity:
donate@tlcwichita.org. For Grace: go to the website and click the PayPal button. You can log
into your PayPal account or phone app and
safely send money directly to the church. If you
have any questions, see Sheryl Anderson, Rex
Casner, or Jeanette Mueller.

VISIT US ONLINE

Every week we put our sermons online, as well
as the Congregation at Prayer. We keep an upto-date Google Calendar, to which you can
subscribe. We also include special events and
service times. Visit us on Facebook, too!
Grace: www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org
Trinity: www.tlcwichita.org

Lucille Fox, Marie Hein, Gil & Judy Holstein,
Lorraine Koch, Ginger Manchesian, Julia Ruble,
Louise Smith, Trivona Stegman, Mary Jane Zumalt

GRACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Pastor Boyle’s Schedule: Off on Mondays
*He can best be reached either at (316) 650-1583
or pastor.boyle@gmail.com

Find us on the Web
www.gracelutheranchurch
-wichita.org

Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E. Pawnee
Wichita, KS 67218
Address Services Requested

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:00am Divine Service
9:30am Sunday School and Bible Class
*at Grace this month
2:00pm Divine Service en Español

