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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: “Actively Share, Care, and Encourage others to follow Jesus Christ.”

Learning to Wait ….
There used to be an unwritten rule that stores would wait until Thanksgiving passed before advertising for Christmas.
That then changed to Halloween. And now, the rule is right out the window! Christmas sells—that’s the point. No
waiting, no anticipation, no calm—just the storm. That’s how the world receives Christmas, not the Church.
The Church has learned to wait. It has learned to ―Be still, and know that I am God‖ (Ps 46:10). Advent is our time
for waiting, our time for anticipation, our time of calm. Blue is the color that speaks of our anticipation and waiting. It
shows us how vast the sky is, how deep the ocean, and how long our world has waited for its redemption in Christ.
Waiting is a good thing, but difficult. Try teaching your children to wait—they’ll have none of it! But waiting is a
discipline we must learn. It’s a discipline that teaches us the value of a gift: it’s weightiness, importance, and treasure.
Christmas is such a gift worth waiting for. It is the newborn King, the Redeemer, the Savior, the Creator—coming as
little baby, born of a poor virgin named Mary, for you. Advent teaches us the discipline of waiting so that the gift of
Christmas might not pass us by casually. Advent heightens our expectation and causes us to hunger and thirst for this
long-awaited gift. Advent is marked by the promise of redemption.
So what does the Church do during Advent? She sings. She prays. She gathers around the promises given in
Scripture. A favorite Advent hymn begins with this prayer:
“Savior of the nations, come! Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth.” (LSB 332:1)
Another hymn, confesses the reason for our Christ’s Advent:
“Love caused Your incarnation; love brought You down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling, that led You to embrace
In love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race.” (LSB 334:4)
Finally, and perhaps most familiar, is the prayer we’ve learned from childhood:
―O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel!” (LSB 357:1)
The Church prays for the Advent of her King because she knows her sin is great. She knows that without this King,
who comes lowly in a manger, she’s lost. She wanders around this world as in exile, waiting for her promised redemption. And now, the long-awaited King is near. He, who is more Kingly than David, more humble than Moses,
more Fatherly than Abraham, more resurrected than Joseph—Jesus Christ is here; and He’s here for you! The Church
has learned to wait. And her waiting has taught her how precious a gift this Christmas is—for now her Savior comes,
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Sing, pray, and gather around the promised Christ this Advent
season—for He truly comes in blessing.
A blessed and peaceful Advent; and, at long last, a Merry Christmas to you.
Yours in Christ our Life,
Pastor Boyle
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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
Sometimes it is difficult to honestly feel this is "The Most Wonderful
Time of the Year." As adults we hear the news of the escalating threat of war
between North and South Korea, the horror stories about terrorist threats
around the world, the scandals of the famous and powerful in America, and
we ask ourselves "How can this be "the most wonderful time of the year?"
Thanksgiving Day is traditionally the day the youth in my family
present their wish list for Christmas. All during the afternoon Christmas catalogues and the newspaper ads were
being browsed and marked with "I want this" items. Every once in a while some would say, "What is this on your
list?" And a catalogue or advertisement would be brought out to enlighten the person requesting information.
So much of our joy and excitement these days is built around earthly things and activities. We are continually bombarded with product advertisements in an effort to increase our desire to need, to spend, and acquire. Good
Morning America reported 7000 people were standing in the cold at 4 AM in New York City waiting for the doors
to open at Macy's on Black Friday. Yet, come Sunday morning all across the nation, multiple empty church pews
will be the norm.
Have we as Americans lost sight of what truly is the most important need in our lives? Are we confused
about the true significance of Christmas? Have earthly goods become more important that our relationship with our
Heavenly Father? What makes this the "Most wonderful time of the Year?" Is it the best buy for some earthly item?
Or is it our relationship with Christ our Lord?
David wrote in Psalm 122, "I was glad when they said to me, 'Let us go to the house of the Lord.' "It is in the
house of the Lord where we hear the "good news," Christ our Savior is born; the long awaited Savior for all
humankind has come. It was in God's house where faithful Simeon took the small child in his arms and said, ―Lord,
now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that
you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people
Israel.‖ Luke 2:29-32
It is "The most wonderful time of the year" when our hearts and mind are focused on Christ Jesus and His birth.
May God bless your Advent journey and Christmas celebration.

Deacon Aaron Hastings

"Come see the New Born King who was born on Christmas night and the angels proclaimed His Birth.
"so let us proclaim Hi is King of Kings and came to rescue you and me.
Praise God for that promise that was fulfilled.
is to

December is a no meeting month for the LWML, however, we are doing what God intended us to do and that
proclaim His Birth, Death, and Resurrection.

Jean Wellner is the altar person for the month of December, however, there is much to do this month concerning altar service and we must be available to help. I personally wish to thank everyone who stepped up to help the
month of November.
Poinsettias are available, sign up sheet is in the Narthex.
Everyone is busy baking cookies for the Cookie Festival, Dec. 4 - 9:00 am - till we run out. Thank you all for
signing up and baking. We have had a very good turnout of cookie bakers. It is always such fun on the Sat. getting
ready and then all the people that come and the visiting that goes on. Some people we do not see from festival to festival. The Thrivent matched amount will go to the Food Pantry to help cover the cost of Christian Food Baskets. Thank you to everyone. The Thursday night ―Cookie Decorating Party‖ will begin at 6:00 p.m. on December
2nd.
If you are wondering where the Flagon is on Communion Sunday, we are not using it right now, simply to
save. When we have more people it will be on the altar again. The brass Altar candles on the Altar are only lit on
Communion Sundays.
The Advent Wreath will be up the first Sunday of Advent. The tree will be up shortly after that.
We had a beautiful Memorial Service for our sister in Christ Jan Brack. It was well attended and Pastor was
able to preach the Risen Savior.
There is continued talk as to what to do with the New kitchen floor. It is literally coming undone. More later.
Grace kitchens are beginning to look a little worn from their use. We would encourage if you are serving a
meal or brunch that you remember to take home all the left-overs and dishes and put away things that are left on the
counters, and do up the towels and return them . Please.
Grace LWML had their Christmas in July, so it seems a little strange not to be celebrating together. Just remember we wish all at Grace the most Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year.

CHRIST IS BORN!
In Christ's Love,

Audrey Rolf

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS
FOR DECEMBER
December is a month of giving and
receiving. It all started with God’s greatest
gift of sending His only-begotten Son on
that first Christmas to be our Savior and
Lord. John 3:16 (NIV) says it so clearly: “For God so loved
the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.” The
Apostle John states in his first letter: “How great is the love
the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1 NIV)
As the Holy Spirit helps us to grow each day as the
children of God, we also grow in our loving and giving,
because loving and giving are two important characteristics of
our God. Just like children imitate their parents, so we also
are to imitate God. God delights in loving and giving. The
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments give overwhelming evidence of this truth. Jesus taught that “it is more
blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35 NIV)
Where do you find yourself this December as it relates to
loving and giving? Many Christians experience how true
these words of Jesus really are. In this season of giving and
receiving where do you find your greater joy? Is it in giving
or in receiving? Are you among those people who get more
joy and excitement from searching for and finding the right
gifts for the special people in their lives? Many Christians
really do enjoy giving more than receiving.
During this season of giving and receiving take some time
to reflect on the words of Jesus that “it is more blessed to give
than to receive” and pray for the Holy Spirit’s power to grow
in the grace of giving. And may that giving be more than just
selecting gifts for those you love. May that giving extend to
supporting the work of the Lord through your church and
other charitable organizations as you give generously of your
time, abilities and financial resources to bring the love of
Jesus into the lives of others.
Merry Christmas and may this Christmas be a time of joy
as you reflect on the greatest gift of all—God’s only begotten
Son to be your Savior. And in appreciation of and response to
that best gift of all may you also experience the truth that it is
really more blessed to give than to receive.
Maturing Christian stewards grow in the grace of giving
with joy and receiving with gratitude.
Glen & Audrey Rolf, Chairman Board of Stewardship
Reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

Have you ever thought
about picking up an
extra item & donating
it to the Grace Pantry
when you do your
personal grocery
shopping? The need of
food assistance in our
community continues
to increase and Grace Food pantry is faced with
increased needs. Pray how the Lord would have you
respond to this need.
Area homeless shelter can
always use the following
items: paper plates, Styrofoam cups, napkins, paper
towels, soup, shampoo,
laundry detergent and
monetary donations are
always appreciated.
Please remember those who are without a regular
home especially as the weather turns colder.

SUNDAY MORNING REFRESHMENTS
Volunteers are needed to provide
refreshments on Sunday mornings
(between Worship & Sunday School/Bible
class). Please contact Jonathan Maltz
CONFIRMATION MEALS
Confirmation classes have begun
and we’d love some volunteers to
help with meals! If you’d be
willing to provide a meal for about 35 youth and
adults please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
For more information contact the office during
regular office hours.
Thanks! – Pastor Boyle

Join us and be a part of Grace’s
“Instant” Christmas Play—
Nativity: Lights! Camera! Action!
Wayne Bacon (Sharon)
Ginny Doesken
David Gardner (Evelyn)
Georgena Lessman
Ginger Manchesian (Rex) Don McAdoo
Maynard & Esther Nelsen Delbert & Ann Ruckle
Lorene Thrash

Out-of-Town Shut-ins

Perry Sakata

Lorraine Wiseman

Would you like to donate a Poinsettia
for our Sanctuary to celebrated the
birth of our Savior? A sign-up sheet
is available in the Narthex. The cost
of each Poinsettia is $7.00. Deadline
to order is Sunday, December 5th.

Come Join the Choir!
Make a ―Joyful Noise‖ unto Our Lord and join
the Grace Choir. We need members of all
capabilities. Choir Practice is on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 p.m. Any questions?? See
Rocky Kollmeyer.

We know how busy everyone is at Christmas and
have found a way to fit a production into everyone’s
schedule. In just one night, we will create costumes,
rehearse, and present a full Christmas production.
The evening will be full of entertaining drama, great
music, and fellowship. During the first hour, groups
are assigned to rehearse one of four scenes. After
rehearsal, groups sit together and, when cued,
perform their scene (10-15 minutes), returning to
their seats to watch the other groups have their 15
minutes of fame!

Nativity: Lights! Camera! Action!

Who:

Everyone!! (Young, Old, Singles,
Families, Members, Guests)
When: Saturday, December 18
Timeline for the evening:
4:15-4:30 Registration
4:30-5:30 Practice
5:30-6:30 Program

CHRISTMAS SACK DONATIONS NEEDED
The Board of Education is asking for donations of apples,
oranges, Peanuts (in the shell), candy and Candy Canes to
fill the Christmas sacks that will be distributed following
the Christmas Program on the December 18th. Please
bring your donations to the church office.

6:30-??? Soup Supper and Cast Party

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm Mon-Fri
Pastor’s Hours: Off on Mondays
At Grace 9:00 - 12 noon Tues & Wed.
At Trinity 9:00 - 12 noon Thur & Fri
Afternoons alternated between Grace & Trinity

Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com
Website: www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Come! Worship with us!
Saturday Worship
Sunday Morning Worship Service
Sunday Bible Class

Regular Saturday/Sunday Worship
Schedule (except Christmas Day)
Wednesday Midweek
December 1, 8, 15, 22
Services 11:00 a.m. Grace
Services 7:00 p.m. Trinity

Special Christmas Services
Children’s Program
Saturday, December 18th

4:00 p.m. Practice
5:30 p.m. Service
6:30 p.m. Dinner & Party
Christmas Eve Service
Friday, December 24th

5:30 p.m. Grace
7:30 p.m. Trinity
Christmas Day Service
Saturday, December 25th

10:00 a.m.
(No 5:30 p.m. Worship today)
New Year’s Eve Communion Service ~ 7:00 p.m.
Friday, December 31st
01 - Larry Busch
Terry Fortine
02 - Gabriela Boyle “1st”
Kyle Dillon
Crista Switzer
03 - Esther Nelsen
08 - Nicole Boyle
Andrew Fortine
09 - Ivan Thomas
10 - Lorine Thrash
11 - Jaylen Davis
14 - Anthony Scheffer
17 - Conner Sultz
19 - Lorraine Koch
22 - Alan Bacon III
Kelsey Wellner
24 - Rocky Kollmeyer
Goldene Peck
25 - Christian Busch
26 - Bee Cline
27 - Dave Gardner
30 - Dean Mefford
31 - Adam Unrein

06 - Gabriela Boyle
07 - E.J. Harber
10 - Aaron Tull
12 - Evelyn Gardner
Alex Harber
14 - Allison Rust
Ann Terrel Rust
Jason Terrel
16 - Pat Newlin
Chrystal Nunnold
Jackqulyn Scott
Melinda Taylor
Rachael Taylor
21 - Darral Marquardt
Beckey Morse
22 - Shirley Matz
25 - April Warren

13 - Joshua & Ann (Terrel) Rust
23 - Oliver & Virginia Riffel
26 - Glen & Audrey Rolf
Jonathan & Crista Switzer

If you are in need of pastoral
assistance, please contact the
Church Office or your Elder.

Your Last Name

Your Elder Is

Adams - Clyborne
Comoro - Gardner
Garrard - Landers
Leithoff - Murray
Mwankusye - Slavin
Smith - Zumalt

Al Matz
Warren Balke
Jonathan Maltz
Rocky Kollmeyer
Al Gene Meyer
Glen Rolf

