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No Other Gods…
“I am alone your God, the Lord;
No other gods shall be adored.
But you shall fully trust in Me
And love Me wholeheartedly.
Have mercy, Lord!” (LSB 581:2)
What does it mean to have a “god”?
Sure, there are still idols carved out of wood and stone,
though these aren’t nearly as common in modern America
as they were in ancient pagan culture.
Money is often called a god, along with all that comes with
its pursuit. As St. Paul says,
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through
this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pangs.” (1 Tim 6:10)
And our Lord is just as firm:
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and money.” (Matthew 6:24)
Martin Luther calls money “the most common idol on earth.”
But why and how? Again, it comes down to what a god is.
Luther defines what it means to have a god in the Large
Catechism,
“A god means that from which we are to expect all good and in
which we are to take refuge in all distress. So, to have a God is
nothing other than trusting and believing Him with the
heart.” (LC I.2)
That is to say, what do you love? What do you look to for
happiness? What can you not live without? What do you
long for, desire, and can’t wait to have? That’s your god.
Now don’t get me wrong, it’s quite alright to love your
spouse and children, church and home—heck, even your
dog! The problem arises when we love these apart from the
God who has given all things to us. Then we’ve worshipped
the creature instead of the creator, the gift rather than the
gift-giver.
Now, another way to figure out whether you’ve got another
god, is to ask: what are you afraid of? Death? Shame? Failure? Spiders? Whatever you fear—that is, again, more than
God—becomes your god. Aristotle once said, “all fear is selfregarding.” When we’re afraid we reveal our love of self, and
show ourselves to be god. That, by the way, is the original
sin: selfishness, to be curved in on oneself.
The third thing you might ask yourself is what you trust.
What brings security? What do you need to finally relax?
What calms you, brings peace to your troubled conscience?
Is it alcohol or pot? Is it a salary boost or a new car?

However you fill in the blank is your god: “If I could just
get…, then I’d be happy.”
In the Small Catechism, Luther explains this first commandment against having other gods in a beautifully succinct way:
“We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.”
God demands our entire heart. And He won’t share it with
anyone or anything. That’s what it means when He says
He’s a “jealous God” (Exod 20:5). To have Him as God requires your fear, your love, and your trust. He wants you
to look to Him for protection; look to Him for all good gifts;
look to Him for security and peace. Because that’s the sort
of God He is: the one that loves you, provides for you, protects you, and gives you His peace.
This, the first of the 10 Commandments, is the greatest of
them all. Indeed, the breaking of any of the other commandments is always also a breaking of the first. Every sin
establishes another god, and it’s typically yourself who
takes the throne.
So do not think that you’ve kept the 1st Commandment just
because you don’t have any wooden gods in your front
hallway, or hidden away in a secret room. No, every selfish
act, every self-regarding fear, every self-promotion, and self
-protection reveals another god that rivals the One, True
God. And if you think that the One, True God will stand
idly by, you’re in for a big surprise! As Luther says,
“God will not have this commandment thrown to the winds.
He will most strictly enforce it. In order that this may be
known He has added (a) a terrible threat and (b) a beautiful,
comforting promise.” (LC I.29)
The threat is to “visit the iniquity of the fathers on the children
to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me.” That is,
He’s a God who won’t have others be god, not even you.
For this reason He’s rightly to be feared.
On the other hand, there’s the promise: “but showing love to
a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments.” As terrible as the threats are, all the more powerful and consoling are His promises. He desires to be
known for the gifts He gives—particularly of forgiveness,
life, and salvation. For this reason He’s rightly to be loved.
So the question for you is: will you have Him as your God
alone? Will you fear Him, love Him, and trust in Him
above all things? If so—if the heart is right with God—then
all the other commandments will fall in line.
Yours in Christ, the Law Incarnate, Pastor Boyle

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

(Theological Reading Group)
Locations:
Matins
Grace Lutheran Church
Reading Discussion
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Prayer
Trinity Lutheran Church
Lunch
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

2018 Reading Schedule:
January 23** (Grace, Wichita)
Esolen, Anthony. Out of the Ashes: Rebuilding American Culture (2017), 193pp.

February 20 (Trinity, Wichita)
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Letters and Papers from Prison (1953), 448pp.

March 20

(Grace, Wichita)

Meyendorff, John. Catholicity and the Church. (Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1983), 156pp.

April 17

(Trinity, Wichita)

Irenaeus of Lyons, Against the Heresies, Book IV; ANF 1:462-525 (2nd c.), 63pp.

May 15

(Grace, Wichita)

Chemnitz, Martin. “9th and 10th Topics,” Examination of the Council of Trent, Vol. 1:547-663 (1565). 116pp.

June 19

(Trinity, Wichita)

Chesterton, G.K. The Everlasting Man (1925), 344pp.

July 10**

(Grace, Wichita)

Hauerwas, Stanley and William H. Willimon. Resident Aliens: A Provocative Christian Assessment of Culture and Ministry for
People who Know that Something Is Wrong. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989), 172pp.

August 21

(Trinity, Wichita)

Wilken, Robert L. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God (2005), 398pp.

September 18 (Grace, Wichita)
Augustine of Hippo. On Christian Teaching

October 16

(Trinity, Wichita)

Luther, Martin. “Letters”, LW 48. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp).

November 20 (Grace, Wichita)
John Paul II, Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of the Body (2006), 735pp.

December 18 (Trinity, Wichita)
John of Damascus, Three Treatises On the Divine Images (8th c.), 158pp.
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Feb. 14
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Lent 1
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Bible Class & Sunday School
during February
will be at Grace

Lorraine Koch

Ginger Manchesian

Al Gene & Ruth Ann Meyer
Julia Ruble

Anna Ruckle
Louise Smith

Mid-Week Lenten Service Schedule for February
February 14 ~ Ash Wednesday Divine Services
Grace 11 a.m./ Trinity 7 p.m.
February 21 ~ Lenten Mid~Week 1
Divine Service @ Grace 11 a.m.
Mid-Week Lenten Meal @ Trinity 6 p.m.
Mid-Week Lenten Evening Prayer @ Trinity 7 p.m.
February 28 ~ Lenten Mid-Week 2
Divine Service @ Grace 11 a.m.
Mid-Week Lenten Meal @ Trinity 6 p.m.
Mid-Week Lenten Evening Prayer @ Trinity 7 p.m.

From Our Confessions…The Large Catechism
by Martin Luther
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ~ continued from last month
The Second Commandment. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain. continued from last month
69] Therefore I advise and exhort as before that by means of warning and threatening, restraint and punishment, the children be
trained betimes to shun falsehood, and especially to avoid the use of God's name in its support. For where they are allowed to do as
they please, no good will result, as is even now evident that the world is worse than it has ever been, and that there is no government, no obedience, no fidelity, no faith, but only daring, unbridled men, whom no teaching or reproof helps; all of which is God's
wrath and punishment for such wanton contempt of this commandment.
70] On the other hand, they should be constantly urged and incited to honor God's name, and to have it always upon their lips in
everything that may happen to them or come to their notice. For that is the true honor of His name, to look to it and implore it for all
consolation, so that (as we have heard above) first the heart by faith gives God the honor due Him, and afterwards the lips by confession.
71] This is also a blessed and useful habit and very effectual against the devil, who is ever about us, and lies in wait to bring us into
sin and shame, calamity and trouble, but who is very loath to hear God's name, and cannot remain long where it is uttered and
called upon from the heart. And, indeed, many a terrible and shocking calamity would befall us if, by our calling upon His name,
God did not preserve us. 72] I have myself tried it, and learned by experience that often sudden great calamity was immediately
averted and removed during such invocation. To vex the devil, I say, we should always have this holy name in our mouth, so that he
may not be able to injure us as he wishes.
73] For this end it is also of service that we form the habit of daily commending ourselves to God, with soul and body, wife, children,
servants, and all that we have, against every need that may occur; whence also the blessing and thanksgiving at meals, and other
prayers, morning and evening, have originated and remain in use. 74] Likewise the practice of children to cross themselves when
anything monstrous or terrible is seen or heard, and to exclaim: "Lord God, protect us!" "Help, dear Lord Jesus!" etc. Thus, too, if
any one meets with unexpected good fortune, however trivial, that he say: "God be praised and thanked; this God has bestowed on
me!" etc., as formerly the children were accustomed to fast and pray to St. Nicholas and other saints. This would be more pleasing
and acceptable to God than all monasticism and Carthusian sanctity.
75] Behold, thus we might train our youth, in a childlike way and playfully in the fear and honor of God, so that the First and Second Commandments might be well observed and in constant practise, Then some good might take root, spring up and bear fruit, and
men grow up whom 76] an entire land might relish and enjoy. Moreover, this would be the true way to bring up children well as
long as they can become trained with kindness and delight. For what must be enforced with rods and blows only will not develop
into a good breed, and at best they will remain godly under such treatment no longer than while the rod is upon their back.
77] But this [manner of training] so spreads its roots in the heart that they fear God more than rods and clubs. This I say with such
simplicity for the sake of the young, that it may penetrate their minds. For since we are preaching to children, we must also prattle
with them. Thus we have prevented the abuse and have taught the right use of the divine name, which should consist not only in
words, but also in practise and life, so that we may know that God is well pleased with this, and will as richly reward it as He will
terribly punish the abuse.
The Third Commandment. Thou shalt sanctify the holy day. [Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.]
79] The word holy day (Feiertag) is rendered from the Hebrew word sabbath which properly signifies to rest, that is, to abstain from
labor. Hence we are accustomed to say, Feierabend machen [that is, to cease working], or heiligen Abend geben [sanctify the Sabbath]. 80] Now, in the Old Testament, God separated the seventh day, and appointed it for rest, and commanded that it should be
regarded as holy above all others. As regards this external observance, this commandment was given to the Jews alone, that they
should abstain from toilsome work, and rest, so that both man and beast might recuperate, and not be weakened by unremitting labor. Although they afterwards restricted this too closely, and grossly abused it, so that they traduced and could not endure in Christ
those works which they themselves were accustomed to do on that day, as we read in the Gospel; just as though the commandment
were fulfilled by doing no external, [manual] work whatever, which, however, was not the meaning, but, as we shall hear, that they
sanctify the holy day or day of rest.
82] This commandment, therefore, according to its gross sense, does not concern us Christians; for it is altogether an external matter, like other ordinances of the Old Testament, which were attached to particular customs, persons, times, and places, and now have
been made free through Christ.
83] But to grasp a Christian meaning for the simple as to what God requires in this commandment, note that we keep holy days not
for the sake of intelligent and learned Christians (for they have no need of it [holy days]), but first of all for bodily causes and necessities, which nature teaches and requires; for the common people, man-servants and maid-servants, who have been attending to their
work and trade the whole week, that for a day they may retire in order to rest and be refreshed.
84] Secondly, and most especially, that on such day of rest (since we can get no other opportunity) freedom and time be taken to
attend divine service, so that we come together to hear and treat of God's Word, and then to praise God, to sing and pray.

The Food Pantry at Grace asks for
soap products (laundry, dish, and bar) during the month of February Please bring
these items to Church on Sundays and place
in the collection crate located in our Narthex.
Many thanks for your help and service to the
poor in our neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity Lord’s Diner
Tuesday, February 6 at 5:30pm at

Please plan to join us on Sunday, February 11th after the Divine
Service as we wish farewell to our dear sister and saint, Audrey
Rolf. She is moving to Arizona to be closer to her daughters. We
will celebrate her with a social ministry benefit breakfast. Please
join us in showing Audrey how much we love and appreciate her
many years of service in our church. We will sorely miss her and
the many wonderful things she is always doing for others; but we
wish her well as she enjoys being with her
family and in a warmer climate.

Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League
Kansas District
“Beautiful Feet”
37th Biennial Convention
April 20-22, 2018
Hutchinson, Kansas
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of the messenger who announces peace, who
brings good news, who announces salvation, ho
says to Zion, "Your God reigns"
(Isaiah 52:7).
Registration is $98 if postmarked by March 3
$108 if postmarked after March 3
$78 One day registration for Saturday only.
Registration forms available in the Church Office or
online at:
www.kansaslwml.org/2018-district-convention.html

February 2018
“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of
others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
so that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9).
Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in Corinth to demonstrate
the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit
given to us through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness
and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we
grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so also do we
grow in giving from the same Spirit through the same Word.
The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, but we
don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing to check off
a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to
it.
On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling in giving is a sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as well.
Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He was rich,
He became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on
the cross is the reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to the church.
And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which generous giving is
part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service toward the gracious work of the
church.
Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your heart has
grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible Class. Hear and
listen to it preached in the Divine Service.
Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen
your faith and knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

HALL OF MEN
FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship
hall where the men
break bread, tap the
keg, and toast their
heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays
of the month at Eighth
Day Institute at The
Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave) Doors open at
7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening
events officially begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the
Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life
inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight
for the renewal of our culture. As usual, doors at
The Ladder open at 7 pm. Food is served around
7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll prepare for the lecture
with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic
and scripture readings, and the Nicene Creed. Then a
great lecture followed by good questions and discussion, The Lord's Prayer, good fellowship, and just
possibly a few good smoke rings.

Sisters of Sophia
For Women Only
WHEN: February 20 ~ Frances Ridley Havergal by Barb Orsi
WHERE: at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
CONTACT: Nyleen Lenk · lenkedn@gmail.com
Dear Sisters,
If you aren't familiar with the Sisters of Sophia, we walk with
women of wisdom as we learn from their lives. We meet every third
Tuesday of the month. Our gathering of ladies is both challenging
and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the way!
6:15 Doors Open at The Ladder, EDI headquarters
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or both! We will end promptly at
8:30, but women are welcome to chat long after that! Supper is gratis, provided by volunteer attendees. Water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are available on
a donation basis. Please feel free to invite friends through FB! Childcare not available.
See more at: http:// www.eighthdayinstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

February 8 ~ John Walvoord
presented by Pastor Joel Schroeder
February 23 - 25
Inaugural Colloquium
with James K.A. Smith

1. 9 am - 3 pm on Fri and Sat, Feb 23-24 - Colloquium with James K. A. Smith leading

registrants through the third installment of his Cultural Liturgies project: Awaiting
the King. ($125 Includes four sessions, morning snacks, coffee, and lunch both days Feb 23
-24, 9am - 3pm).
2. 6:30 pm on Thur, Feb 22 - Free Hall of Men & Sisters of Sophia sponsored Public

Lecture on St. Augustine at Chapel Hill UMC - "Heart on the Run: St Augustine as
the Patron Saint for a Postmodern Age." (no charge, open to the public)
3. 7 pm on Fri, Feb 23 - Free Public Lecture on You Are What You Love at and spon-

sored by First Evangelical Free Church: "The Spiritual Power of Habit."
(no charge, open to the public)

For the full schedule and registration information go to:
https://support.eighthdayevents.org/event/eighth-day-colloquium-2018/e164204/register/new/select-tickets

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday-Thursday
Closed on Mondays and Fridays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com
Website: gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Bible Class/Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
9:30 a.m. Midweek Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

Our Elders
01 - Brigit Boyle
Ireland Gibson
08 - Erin Latimer
09 - Melissa Meyer
11 - Ruth Ann Meyer
12 - Janet Kenny
16 - Jason Bartel
17 - Dawson Bromlow
Veronica Laflin
18 - Devin Mefford
21 - David Bromlow
Jerry Silver
26 - Les Howard

02 - Destani Silver
03 - Brigit Boyle
14 - Audrey Rolf
16 - Tiara Standifer
19 - Cynthia Hutter
22 - Erin Latimer
Oliver Stacey
28 - Connor Sultz

02 - Leon & Fannie Fortine
27 - Dane & Ashley Janney

David Bromlow
Aaron Hastings
Kyle Nelson
Tom Nickel

