Grace Notes
February 2015

Volume 63, Issue 2

Whatever Happened to Wonder?
“And He was teaching them on the Sabbath, and they were astonished at His teaching,
for His word possessed authority.” ~ Luke 4:31-32
At last month’s Eighth Day Symposium here in Wichita,
role of the Church? And how can we recover the sense of
the conversation centered on the Christian response to a
wonderment, or awe of God and His work? That was the
“Secular Age”. What is a Secular Age? Well, other that
basic question of last month’s symposium. How it was
reading Charles Taylor’s 900 page book, it might be simanswered, though, left much to be desired.
ply described as a time where every religion and philosoConsider the verse from Luke above. It says, “they were
phical outlook is equally viable as an option. Each can be
astonished at His teaching.” That word “astonished” is
tested and contested, and at the end of the day, one is not
literally “overwhelmed.” His teaching overwhelmed them
necessarily better or clearer or more useful than another.
with awe and wonderment. Is that how it is for us?
The secular age is our society’s worldview, or approach to
Perhaps we’ve lost our sense of wonder. Perhaps
life. For example, your neighbor might be a Buddhist or a
we’ve been lulled to sleep in the face of such a great
Catholic or nothing at all; and because he’s also not an axe
mystery. Have we taken for granted what God has done
-murderer, you’re oddly comfortable with him believing
for us in Christ? How are we to recover this sense? By
however he chooses to believe.
hearing again what our Lord has done, and repenting of
One of the presenters, James K.A. Smith, described
our sins, and receiving His life-giving Word-made-flesh in
how we got to this secular age. He noted three developthe Holy Sacrament.
ments. The first is that we no longer view things and
We don’t need to come up with a fabricated wonder.
people as “porous”—as he called it—that is, we no longer
We don’t need to go searching for better stories, or more
view creation as open to mystery or the divine. It used to
emotional experiences. We simply need to hear—for faith
be that the things of this earth were seen as connected to
comes by hearing.
God—almost magical, where heaven and earth seemed to
We have so much to offer as Lutherans. There’s so
collide and stuff was filled with wonderment. In this secular
much in our liturgy and the Gospel we preach that evokes
(and scientific) age, we’ve filled our gaps and protected
wonder. Part of our problem is simply that we haven’t
ourselves from such silliness. It’s like we’ve been sealed so
slowed down enough to see and reflect on what it is we
that nothing mysterious gets in and nothing sane gets out.
hear and see on a weekly basis. Our liturgy appeals not
The second development was a move away from the
only to our ears, but also to our eyes and nose and hands
community. As a result of our protective layering, we’ve
and lips. All our senses are engaged by the Word of our
cut ourselves off from others. We see this especially with
Lord. The incense calls to mind the prayers of the faithful
the iPhones and iPads—everything that starts with the
(see Psalm 141:2, “Let my prayer be counted as incense before
letter ‘I’! One member constantly laments that the
you, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!”).
neighborhood just isn’t how it used to be—no one’s outThe colors on the altar and the vestments worn by the passide and no one knows each other. The Church also suffers
tors call our eyes into the changing seasons and days of
with more and more thinking “it’s just between me and
the Church calendar. The sweetness of the wine and the
Jesus.”
crisp bread are the means by which our Lord delivers His
The third change is the way we view the world. HavBody and Blood for our forgiveness, life, and salvation
ing cut ourselves off from the mystery and wonderment of
(again, see Psalm 34:8, “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is
the divine, as well as from one another, we also tend to
good!”). Our knees feel the padding as we reverently humview our world as a “universe” rather than “the cosmos.”
ble ourselves before the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
The Cosmos (as the ancient Greeks called it) is our world
We sign ourselves with the Holy Cross, reminding us that
held together by God with heaven. It’s almost like our
we are marked as those redeemed by Christ the Crucified.
world hung from the heavens. Now, the Universe is a
And finally, our ears delight in the rich hymnody of the
separate existence unto itself, among other universes,
Church and the preaching of the Gospel of sins forgiven.
filled with individual planets and solar systems and so
Already in the incarnation, Jesus unites the heavenly
forth—all figured out. Everything is scientifically and maand the earthly, man and God into one person. Wherever
terially isolated, cut off both from heaven and from the
He is, there are we to gather in wonderment, awe, and joy.
Lord of heaven and earth.
Whatever happened to wonder? It’s not gone anywhere,
In this secular age how is a Christian to live? What’s the
it’s found in Christ and Him crucified for us!
Pastor Boyle

I was given a treasure trove of materials the other day…..the Lutheran
Witness district inserts from all 35 Synod Districts. Only I could find treasure
here! I found interest in the writings of each District President. Some wrote
nothing. Some penned seasonal topics (Epiphany, winter). Some were inert
matter. But one especially caught my interest. North Dakota. This district’s insert
was just four pages (like the Kansas District insert), but two of them were penned
by NDDP, the Rev. James Baneck, (reelected DP during the ND District
Convention on Jan 19-21, 2015……and don’t ask me why the first of 35 district
conventions is in North Dakota………in January!!).
I want you to review his article. Notice the content. Notice the emphasis. Notice
the encouragement to be Lutheran. May all our DPs take a cue (and an extra
page!) from Rev. Baneck.
The Rev’d Father Michael Brockman,

THE RADIO VOICE OF THE LUTHERAN
FAITH FOR THE 21ST CENTURY…You
can listen to what you want when you want
at www.issuesetc.org.

¿Qué Pasa a Gracia? = What’s happening at Grace?…….
with Hispanic Ministry
Money was spent. Some $300. Radio advertising during Christmasstide. It yielded. One phone call. A lady interested in our Spanish
Mass! I figured it would yield nothing. I was wrong. Yeah! So, I have talked with this lady and invited her to our Mass. So far, that
has been unfruitful. But, I will visit her. Vamos a ver (We will see.).
Pastor William Wingfield, newly installed at Calvary, Wellington, has attended our Mass three times in January. He wants to see
how ours is conducted so that, if circumstances would call for it, he has some ideas for a service in Wellington. Pastor Jeff Duncan
(St. Andrews) has also asked me about the possibility of having a similar service at St. Andrews. Vamos a ver.
Pastor Dan Conrad, my former colleague and fellow confessor in Venezuela, will arrive on the last day of February. He will spend
about 10 days in central Kansas speaking about his upcoming work in Mexico City. He, his wife Kathy and daughter Anna, will be
heading there after Easter. Pastor Conrad’s schedule is as follows:
Feb. 28 Arrive in Wichita from Detroit
Mar. 1 Preach, teach at all Divine Services (Grace, Trinity)
Mar. 2 Presentations @ St. Paul’s Cheney, 8:00 a.m. & Calvary, Wellington 7:00 p.m.
Mar. 3 Winkel-Circuits 10-11
Mar. 4 Lententide Preaching @ Faith, Derby
Mar. 5 Bible Class @ Grace, McPherson-9:30 a.m.
Mar. 7-8 Preaching and teaching @ St. Andrews, Wichita
Mar. 10 Winkel - Circuit 9
Mar. 11 Leave for Iowa
Grace Lutheran Church--a church of mercy, witness and life together.
Yours in Christ, Padre Miguel

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio 2015
(Theological Reading Group)
Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Matins
Reading Discussion
Prayer
Lunch

Locations:
Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

2015 Reading Schedule:
February 24
(Trinity, Wichita)
Sasse, Hermann, Translated by Erickson, Bror. Witness: Erlangen sermons and Essays for the Church 19331944. Saginaw: Magdeburg Press, 2013.
1)
The Congregation of the Redeemed (1 Peter 1:13-21) pgs. 86-101
2)
The Question before the Church (Acts 2:42-47) pgs. 150-166
3)
Church’s Day of Repentance (Hebrews 13:7-9) pgs. 231-249
4)
The Mystery of the Last Things (Matthew 25:1-13) pgs. 250-260
5)
The Message of the Reformation in These Changing Times pgs. 279-305
March 17
(Grace, Wichita)
Carson, D.A. Exegetical Fallacies. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1996.
April 21
(Trinity, Wichita)
Hovey, Craig. To Share in the Body: A Theology of Martyrdom for Today’s Church. Brazos Press, 2008.

From Our Confessions…The Smalcald Articles
Part Three, continued
Part III, Article VIII. Of Confession.
1] Since Absolution or the Power of the Keys is also an aid and consolation against sin and a bad conscience, ordained
by Christ [Himself] in the Gospel, Confession or Absolution ought by no means to be abolished in the Church, especially on account of [tender and] timid consciences and on account of the untrained [and capricious] young people, in
order that they may be examined, and instructed in the Christian doctrine.
2] But the enumeration of sins ought to be free to every one, as to what he wishes to enumerate or not to enumerate.
For as long as we are in the flesh, we shall not lie when we say: "I am a poor man [I acknowledge that I am a miserable
sinner], full of sin." Rom. 7:23: I see another law in my members, etc. For since private absolution originates in the Office of the Keys, it should not be despised [neglected], but greatly and highly esteemed [of the greatest worth], as [also]
all other offices of the Christian Church.
3] And in those things which concern the spoken, outward Word, we must firmly hold that God grants His Spirit or
grace to no one, except through or with the preceding outward Word, in order that we may [thus] be protected against
the enthusiasts, i.e., spirits who boast that they have the Spirit without and before the Word, and accordingly judge
Scripture or the spoken Word, and explain and stretch it at their pleasure, as Muenzer did, and many still do at the present day, who wish to be acute judges between the Spirit and the letter, and yet know not what they say or declare. 4] For [indeed] the Papacy also is nothing but sheer enthusiasm, by which the Pope boasts that all rights exist in
the shrine of his heart, and whatever he decides and commands with [in] his church is spirit and right, even though it
is above and contrary to Scripture and the spoken Word.
5] All this is the old devil and old serpent, who also converted Adam and Eve into enthusiasts, and led them from the
outward Word of God to spiritualizing and self-conceit, and nevertheless he accomplished this through other outward
words. 6] Just as also our enthusiasts [at the present day] condemn the outward Word, and nevertheless they themselves are not silent, but they fill the world with their pratings and writings, as though, indeed, the Spirit could not
come through the writings and spoken word of the apostles, but [first] through their writings and words he must
come. Why [then] do not they also omit their own sermons and writings, until the Spirit Himself come to men, without
their writings and before them, as they boast that He has come into them without the preaching of the Scriptures? But
of these matters there is not time now to dispute at greater length; we have elsewhere sufficiently urged this subject.
7] For even those who believe before Baptism, or become believing in Baptism, believe through the preceding outward
Word, as the adults, who have come to reason, must first have heard: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,
even though they are at first unbelieving, and receive the Spirit and Baptism ten years afterwards. 8] Cornelius, Acts
10:1ff , had heard long before among the Jews of the coming Messiah, through whom he was righteous before God,
and in such faith his prayers and alms were acceptable to God (as Luke calls him devout and God-fearing), and without such preceding Word and hearing could not have believed or been righteous. But St. Peter had to reveal to him that
the Messiah (in whom, as one that was to come, he had hitherto believed) now had come, lest his faith concerning the
coming Messiah hold him captive among the hardened and unbelieving Jews, but know that he was now to be saved
by the present Messiah, and must not, with the [rabble of the] Jews deny nor persecute Him.
9] In a word, enthusiasm inheres in Adam and his children from the beginning [from the first fall] to the end of the
world, [its poison] having been implanted and infused into them by the old dragon, and is the origin, power [life], and
strength of all heresy, especially of that of the Papacy and Mahomet. 10] Therefore we ought and must constantly
maintain this point, that God does not wish to deal with us otherwise than through the spoken Word and the Sacraments. 11] It is the devil himself whatsoever is extolled as Spirit without the Word and Sacraments. For God wished to
appear even to Moses through the burning bush and spoken Word; and no prophet neither Elijah nor Elisha, received
the Spirit without the Ten Commandments [or spoken Word]. 12] Neither was John the Baptist conceived without the
preceding word of Gabriel, nor did he leap in his mother's womb without the voice of Mary. 13] And Peter says, 2 Pet.
1:21: The prophecy came not by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
Without the outward Word, however, they were not holy, much less would the Holy Ghost have moved them to speak
when they still were unholy [or profane]; for they were holy, says he, since the Holy Ghost spake through them.
Part III, Article IX. Of Excommunication.
The greater excommunication, as the Pope calls it, we regard only as a civil penalty, and it does not concern us ministers of the Church. But the lesser, that is, the true Christian excommunication, consists in this, that manifest and obstinate sinners are not admitted to the Sacrament and other communion of the Church until they amend their lives and
avoid sin. And ministers ought not to mingle secular punishments with this ecclesiastical punishment, or excommunication.
To be continued next month.........

REFOCUS FOR LENT
Give up complaining – focus on gratitude.
Give up harsh judgments – think kind thoughts.
Give up worry – trust God to provide.
On the first day of
Lent, pastors in many
churches dip a finger
in ashes (often made
by burning palm branches from the
previous year’s Palm Sunday) and make a
cross on parishioners’ foreheads.
Many Christians keep the symbol on
their head for the entire day. It is a reminder
that from dust we were created, and on
account of sin to dust we will return. It is a
sign of humility and the need for
forgiveness. Also, the cross on the forehead
reminds us of the death of Christ for the
forgiveness of our sins. God’s people have
used ashes as a sign of mourning,
humiliation and penitence. In the Old
Testament, ashes were used as a
purification offering. The New Testament
speaks of repenting in “sackcloth and
ashes” (Luke 10:13)
On Ash Wednesday, Christians are
pained because our sins — private and
public — led to Jesus’ death. With repentant
hearts, we begin the season of Lent,
knowing it leads to resurrection on Easter
Sunday.

Give up discouragement – be full of hope.
Give up bitterness – turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred – return good for evil.
Give up anger – be more patient.
Give up pettiness – become mature.
Give up jealously – pray for trust.
Give up gossiping – control your tongue.

MIDWEEK
LENTEN MEALS:
As has been our
tradition here at
Grace, we will have
a meal at 11:00 a.m.
prior to each
Midweek Lenten Service which begins at 12 noon.
The first meal will be Ash Wednesday, February
18. If you would be willing to provide a meal
during this time, please let Susan know or sign-up
in the Narthex. As always help with desserts and/
or sides is definitely appreciated. Thank you..

Give up sin – turn to virtue.
Give up giving up – persevere.
- Author unknown

Prayer for the good of your soul

Fasting for the good of your body

Almsgiving for the good of your neighbor

Grace LWML Report
Our Grace Lutheran Women’s Missionary League met Jan. 21.
Our meetings are held quarterly on the 3rd. Wed. of the month at l:00 pm. We encourage all women of
Grace to attend. Once you become a member of Grace you are also a member of LWML.
Pastor Boyle shared with us about the new missionaries we are praying for and we must continue to
support and pray for those who are willing to go into the far distant countries to serve.
We receive a Quarterly magazine and we encourage everyone to read this magazine. See Audrey if
you wish to read it. Also we receive a Ks. District newsletter titled Sonshine. This if full of lots of
information about Kansas LWML as well as National LWML.
We will be purchasing 20 Easter lilies and there will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex for those who
wish to purchase one.
We will be making lapel crosses for Palm Sunday with the help of the Youth.
We continue to support the endeavor of sending bulletins to the shut-ins and those who have missed
more than two Sundays. We purchase the stamps and the Social Ministry mails the bulletins. We voted to
continue this mission.
We continue to serve funeral meals and appreciate those who are willing to help us serve and clean up.
Thank you very much.
Our Quilting is still being done on the last Wed. of the month after service. The more volunteers the
more quilts. Thank to those faithful servants. We will miss our Bonnie .....
The Altar people are faithful and we appreciate those who serve.
We closed with a prayer.
God is Faithful.
Respectfully,
Audrey Rolf

Come and join us on the last
Wednesday of the month for
quilting following the Services.
No special skills necessary

2015 Des Moines Convention
Date: June 25-28, 2015
Location: Des Moines, Iowa
Theme: "Bountiful! Sow • Nourish • Reap"

CHRISTIAN LIFE FALL RETREAT
November 6-7, 2015
Double Tree by Hilton
Wichita Airport
Speaker: Danielle Tietjen

OFFICIAL NOTICE—2016 LCMS CONVENTION
NOMINATIONS INFORMATION
Synod Bylaw provisions require the Secretary of the Synod to solicit on behalf of the Committee for Convention
Nominations nominees for the various positions for which the committee must provide slates of candidates for
convention elections. General solicitation for such names is to begin 18 months prior to the conventions of the Synod.
Suggestions for names are therefore being solicited at this time for the positions listed below. All terms are for six
years, except the position of Secretary of the Synod, LCEF Board of Directors, and members of boards of regents,
which are three-year terms. Not included are positions that will require regional nominations — such opportunity will
be provided at a later time.
Names should be submitted as soon as possible, preferably by Sept. 1, 2015, to allow time for the gathering of
necessary information and evaluations. However, names will be accepted for consideration until the deadline set by the
Bylaws of the Synod, Oct. 9, 2015.
Nomination forms are available in the Church Office or can be found online at
http://blogs.lcms.org/2014/2016-convention-nominations.

LIVING AS STEWARDS
Article for February 2015 from LCMS
“Be merciful as your Father in heaven is merciful” (Luke 6:36). The word for mercy that Jesus uses here has
a more concrete meaning than what we typically associate with mercy. It means more than just being kind. It
means to be concerned about your neighbor’s state and well-being. Thus, Jesus taught that we are to care, to be
concerned about our neighbor’s state and well-being even as our Father in heaven cares for and is concerned
about our state and well-being.
How has our Father in heaven cared for our state? How has He shown His concern for our well-being? How
has He showered this mercy upon us?
He gave of Himself. He sent His only-begotten Son in human flesh, to become one of us—a man—and to
suffer all that we suffer and to endure what we endure—a fallen world full of sinful people, temptation, the
attacks of the devil, and death. He took upon Himself what rightfully belongs to us—sin and death—in order
that He could give to us what rightfully belongs to Him—righteousness, purity, eternal life, and victory over the
temptation of Satan and this fallen world. That is how He cared for our state. That is how He was concerned for
our well-being. He entered into our state for the sake of our well-being, died in our place, rose for our justification, redeemed us to make all things new. He entered our state so that by water and His Word we would be
granted entrance into His state as children of our Father in heaven. In other words, He had empathy toward us,
which resulted in true sympathy.
Jesus, therefore, calls the church to empathy and sympathy for her neighbors. “Be merciful even as your
Father in heaven is merciful.” He asks the church to give of herself, to enter into her neighbors’ state for their
well-being. And the church gives of herself the only thing in her that is worth giving. As the Body of Christ, she
gives Christ to her neighbors. She gives out the same mercy that she has received. She gives the mercy that the
heavenly Father poured out upon her through the sending of His Son. And she does it through the preaching of
the forgiveness of sins in Word and Deed, in Word and Sacrament. For this is how the church lives—in the
forgiveness of sins received in the means of grace—and, therefore, this is what the church does. What else can
she do?
And since this is how the church lives and what the church does, this is likewise how Christians live and what
Christians do. That is why giving to the church is so important. It ensures that the proclamation of the forgiveness of sins in Word and Deed continues. It ensures that our neighbors’ state and well-being is cared for and
attended to. It ensures that our neighbors have access to our heavenly Father’s mercy just as we have received it
here in time for all eternity.
Therefore, I say, let us be merciful even as our Father in heaven is merciful.

The Food Pantry at Grace Lutheran
Church asks soap products during the
month of February. Please bring these items
to Church on Sundays in February and place
in the collection crate located in our
Narthex. Many thanks for your help and
service to the poor in our neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity night to serve at the
Lord’s Diner on South Hillside is the 1st
Tuesday of every month which means
our night for February will be Tuesday, February 3. Please be there by
5:00pm, serving begins at 5:30pm – 7:30pm and
cleanup until approximately 8:30pm. If you are
scheduled to serve and cannot make it, PLEASE
call as soon as you know you can’t be there so we
can be sure we have at least 30 there! Remember:
EVERYONE MUST HAVE A
FOOD HANDLER’S CARD!!
There is information in the
Narthex regarding Food
Handler’s classes.
Any Questions???
Contact Vicki Bessey @
721-2105

UPCOMING FOOD HANDLER’S
PERMIT CLASS

FEEDING THE HUNGRY
To allow the hungry to remain hungry would be
blasphemy against God and one’s neighbor, for what
is nearest to God is precisely the need of one’s
neighbor. It is for the love of Christ, which belongs as
much to the hungry as to myself, that I share my bread
with them and that I share my dwelling with the
homeless. If the hungry do not attain to faith, then the
guilt falls on those who refused them bread. To
provide the hungry with bread is to prepare the way
for the coming of grace. —
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1906-1945
German Lutheran Pastor & Theologian

If you are planning to volunteer at the Lord’s
Diner, you must have a Food Handler’s Permit. The next class that is specifically for those
working at the Lord’s Diner will be on Thursday,
February 13th at Countryside Christian Church
(1919 S. Rock Road) in the Coffee Shop. Class will
begin at 6:30 p.m.. but please arrive before that to
complete paperwork.. If you attend this class you
will get the specific information needed for the
Lord’s Diner Food Handler’s Permit. (1 ½ hour
class versus 3 hours if you attend at the Health
Department
) Any questions,???? contact Sheryl
Gulick (Volunteer Coordinator at the Lord’s Diner)
at 266-4966

Grace Lutheran Church
Voter’s Minutes ~ Sunday, January 25, 2015

Remember our Homebound &
Nursing Home Members
Wayne Bacon (Sharon)
Ginny Doesken
Ginger Manchesian (Rex)
Ruth Ann Meyer (Al Gene)
Virginia Riffel
Julia Ruble
Anna Ruckle
Peggy Strecker

MOM’S MORNING OUT
Friday mornings (9 a.m. - 11
a.m.) at the chapel next to
Trinity Lutheran Church.
Volunteers are needed to help us
with childcare - talk to Nikki
Boyle or Ashley Janney. If you have any toys
or supplies to donate, please help us fill our
preschool room!
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Practices are now going on for
our Children's Choir! Erin
Kenny is the director and will
be leading practices 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday evenings at Trinity Lutheran
Church. Interested or questions contact Erin
at: ejkennykumc@gmail.com
ADULT CHOIR
Practice is on Sunday evenings
at 6:15 p.m. here at Grace. Mic
Brunner is our director. Come
& Join in!

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Michael C. Brockman
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:
8:30 am - 4:00 pm Tues-Fri
Closed on Mondays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
4:30 p.m. Sunday Afternoon Divine Service
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

01 - Brigit Boyle
Ireland Gibson
03 - Bob Wellner
07 - Erin Kenny
09 - Linda Freed
Melissa Meyer
11 - Ruth Ann Meyer
12 - Janet Kenny
16 - Jason Bartel
18 - Devin Mefford
21 - Jerry Silver
24 - Wayne Bacon
26 - Les Howard

02 - Destani Silver
03 - Brigit Boyle
13 - Ryan Johnson
14 - Audrey Rolf
16 - Tiara Standifer
18 - Madeline Smith
19 - Abigail Smith
Bryson Smith
T.J. Smith
22 - Erin Kenny
26 - Theresa Brockman
28 - Connor Sultz

www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org
Wondering who your Elder is??
Check out the lists in the
Narthex or below. Your Elder
is available for you to contact at
anytime. Check your Church
Directory for their phone
numbers or you may contact
the Church Office.

Your Last Name

Your Elder Is

Adams - Clyborne
Corey - Gardner
Garrard - Marquardt
Mattix - Slavin
Smith - Zumalt

Al Matz
Warren Balke
Tom Nickel
Deacon Hastings
Glen Rolf

02 - Leon & Fannie Fortine
14 - Dane & Ashley Janney

