
 

 

who draws us into His life, and shares His inheritance, and  
gives us access to His kingdom, becoming sons of His Fa-
ther, and partakers of His Divine nature.  
 

Everything depends on what Christ has done for us, pe-
riod. Our works, our wills, our merits, our feelings ñeach 
of these, though good and useful, have no standing in the 
equation: Jesus + ____ = Salvation. The only answer is: Je-
sus = Salvation. And who He is and what He does is en-
tirely for usñthatõs the Gospel! 
 

The Gospel is what Lutherans care about most. We care 
that Jesus gets the honor and credit due. It was His blood 
shed on Calvary, and His body broken for us. He fulfilled 
where Adam fell short. He is the source and substance of all 
that is. He is the eternal Word of the Father, the let it be of 
Genesis, the reason and logic that holds this world to-
gether, and the One whom Moses and the Prophets saw 
and foretold. He is the wisdom of God.  

 

And what Heõs done for us is pure gift. Where we went 
astray, where our sin separated and cut us off from who 
God is and who we are in God, Jesus has mended the gap 
and bridged the chasm, and filled the gulf. Jesus became 
man that we might, again, be with united to God. He has 
given us new life, a new will, new works, new desires, new 
joys, and new hopes and passions. He made us to be who 
we could not be and fixed what was unfixable. And all this 
He has done in love:  
òGod loved the world in this way, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believed in Him should not per-
ish, but have eternal life.ó (Jn 3:16) 

 

And this work of love He delivers freely, as a gift:  
òFor by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.ó (Eph 2:8-9) 

 

If itõs a gift, it canõt be earned or achieved, but it most cer-
tainly can be rejected. He doesnõt force anyone to be saved, 
to be united with Him in eternity, sharing in the joys of 
paradise. Nor does He require anything of you in order to 
obtain this gift ñitõs free. We only receive it with joy.  
 

So when we say that Justification is the article upon which 
the Church stands, we mean that itõs all about Jesus, who 
forgives our sins, who stands in our stead, who substitutes 
Himself for us, and in this great exchange, makes us to be 
one with Him. Justification is the forgiveness of sin, life, 
and salvation given to us freely for Christõs sake alone. This 
is central to the Lutheran Ethos. 
 

Yours in Christ, the Gift -Giver, 
Pastor Boyle 
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      G r a c e  N o t e s 
The Lutheran Ethos ~ Justification: 
The Article upon which the Church Stands 

Lutherans have a hard time fitting in. òToo Catholicó for the 
protestants; òtoo Protestantó for the Catholics. We chant and 
follow the historic liturgy, with pastors who wear collars 
and laity who arenõt afraid to kneel before the Lord, whose 
true Body is held before our eyes. And yet the Holy Scrip-
ture is our òsole, true standard or norm by which all teachers 
and doctrines are to be judgedó (Formula of Concord, Solid Dec-
laration ð Summary, 3), not Pope or council or even Synod or 
Voters Assembly. Being Lutheran is a strange way of being 
Christian. And plenty will tell you so!  
 

As we enter the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, itõs 
worthwhile to consider what it means to be Lutheran ñand 
not just negatively, who we arenõt, but positively, who we 
are. We may have to debunk a few myths, and likely point 
out some new things, even to a life-long Lutheran.  
 

I call it the Lutheran Ethos, our distinct way of thinking and 
speaking and living as Christians. That is to say, itõs more 
than just information; and itõs more than just some cultural 
practices. Central to the Lutheran Ethos is the unity of what 
we believe and what we practiceñthe two go together.  
 

Throughout the year weõll look at 12 different aspects of the 
Lutheran Ethos. And considering these, I hope that youõll 
find delight in knowing who and why we are the way we 
are. 
 

Central is justification: the article upon which the Church 
stands or falls. Justification is to be made right with God. 
Itõs Godõs work for us, alone. A simple diagnostic is to con-
sider the formula: Jesus + ____ = Salvation. If thereõs any-
thing included in the blank, youõve got it wrong. St. Paul 
says to Titus, òHe saved uséó (Titus 3:1). And our Confes-
sions say:  
òOur churches teach that people cannot be justified before 
God by their own strength, merits, or works. People are 
freely justified for Christõs sake, through faith, when they 
believe that they are received into favor and that their sins 
are forgiven for Christõs sake. By His death, Christ made 
satisfaction for our sins. God counts this faith for righteous-
ness in His sight (Romans 3:21-26; 4:5).ó (AC IV) 

And the Apology of the Augsburg Confession says,  
òWhen [justification] is understood correctly, it illumines 
and amplifies Christõs honoréand alone shows the way to 
the unspeakable treasure and right knowledge of Christ, and 
alone opens the door to the entire Bible. It brings necessary 
and most abundant consolation to devout con-
sciences.ó (Apol IV) 

 

In this, we see that itõs all about Jesus. He is the true God, 
who took on our flesh, to die our death, to pay our penalty, 
to forgive our sin, and to empty our hell. Itõs this same Jesus,  



 

 

Sorting out ñthe nationsò of the Bible can be a daunting task. There are so many. There 

are so many with strange names. Pronouncing them is a tongue tangling task. Go ahead. 

Try Abiezrite. Or Apharsachite. Or Netophathite.  Iôm glad that St. Paul has summarized 

them briefly: Gentiles. 
 

Outside of ñsaintò and ñsinnerò and ñbaptizedò, ñGentileò is us! We ought not be 

ashamed of being designated a Gentile. Gentile comes from a Hebrew word (goyim) meaning ña people.ò The 

Jews were a goyim, a people of God. Chosen. Elected. Peculiar because of the unique privilege of being the 

Lordôs Messiah people. But, so were all nations ña peopleò, just not a people from whom would come The 

Chosen One, Jewish Jesus.  
 

As the Jews began to recognize their special calling, the word goyim became confined to non-Jews. While the 

Jews were the ñfirst born of God, the people of the covenant and a holy nation and kingdom of priestsò         

(Ex. 4:22; 19:4), all others were thought of as uncircumcised, unclean and, yes, idolatrous (Is. 52:1; Jer. 9:26; 

Ez. 23:30) by the Jews. 
 

BUT, but that does not mean Gentiles cannot be ñbrought inò or ñgrafted inò the vine which is the Messiah. 

This is precisely what has happened to us through Holy Baptism and Holy Faith. Godôs kindness to Gentiles is 

as great as his kindness to the Jews.  
 

As we hear the readings for the first three seasons of the Church Year we glory in Godôs graciousness to the 

Gentiles. In Advent there was a strong emphasis on the Servant of the Circumcised, Christ, ñadventingò in  

order that the uncircumcised Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy (Romans 15:8-9). Rejoice, O Gentiles, 

with His people. The root of Jesse will come, even He who arises to rule the Gentiles; in Him will the Gentiles 

hope. Then the 12 Days of Christmas swooped suddenly upon us. We hear of and sing about the people who 

walked in darkness [who] have seen a great light (Is. 9:2)! The Messiah has appeared, bringing salvation for 

all people (Titus 2:11). With the approach of Epiphany, there will be more Gentile rejoicing! Nations, many 

Gentiles, shall come to Your Light and kings to the brightness of your rising (Is. 60:1). The eastern Gentile 

kings with their gifts to Jesus, to be used by Joseph and Mary, are fondly remembered. 
 

Every Sunday we Gentiles receive a prominent place in the churchôs liturgy. The Holy Supper is complete. We 

have done as our Lord commanded. Taken. Eaten. Drank. We have received what our Lord offers. Forgive-

ness. Now we depart in peace. Maybe for the last time from the altar. We sing the song of Saint Simeon.  

Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,  

 a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Notice, Gentiles even get mentioned before the people of Israel. 

Simeon was not gloating in Gentile Greek wisdom or in Gentile  

Persian astronomy or in Gentile Egyptian architecture. He was 

boasting in the Lordôs work of bringing salvation to Gentiles. Per-

haps Simeon knew that the Jews would become the missionary ef-

fort of Gentiles, as St. Paul would know and proclaim some 30 years 

later (Romans 11). Though salvation was ñof the Jewsò, salvation 

wasnôt just ñfor the Jews.ò 
 

Whether we like to call ourselves Wichitans, Kansans or Americans, 

we Gentiles, like the Jews, are objects of Godôs mercy. Oh what 

mercy! Oh what depth! How unsearchable are his judgments and 

how inscrutable his ways!   

 

Pastor Brockman 
 
 
 



 

 
¿Qu® Pasa a Gracia?  =  Whatôs happening at Grace?éé. 

with Hispanic Ministry 

 
OUR FIRST Spanish Christmas Caroling afternoon was enjoyed by eight singers (Dec. 18). We 

used 12 Spanish hymns and went to five houses, though not all residents were home. Where none 

was present we left a bulletin. 

 

Here is a rundown on the newest families: 

-The Fruto family (Lauro, Cristina, Ana and Axel [children of Lauro and Cristina], Ana [mother of 

Cristina] and Antonia [grandmother of Cristina]) was received into membership on Dec. 4. Yes, you 

counted right, thatôs 4 generations! The youngest Ana has expressed interest in piano and organ 

lessons. 

-Catechism was begun with the Ramirez family (Gerardo, Silvia, Julian and Lili [grandchildren of Gerardo and Silvia]) also on 

Dec. 4. The grandchildren speak English better than Spanish so they go with Pastor Boyle to his catechism class. 

-The Mendoza family (Silvestre, Rosa, Lesly, Yasmin, Edgar y Aiden) visited for the first time on Dec. 18. This family moved 

here from Kansas City, MO and are members of a sister church there. 

We now average between 15-20 persons at the 2:00 Spanish Mass. We are blessed to have either Susan Reed or Erin Sundquist 

play piano for these services. 

GRACEôS Hispanic Committee (Glen Rolf, Donna Lehane, Nicole Boyle and Rev. Brockman) received notification from the 

Kansas District, regarding the grant for 2017. Our District granted $1000 for the Hispanic work here in Wichita. 

REMEMBER, Grace congregation supports two Spanish-speaking out-of-the-USA missionaries (in addition to the support given 

to our local work):  1) Rev. Daniel Conrad, wife Kathy and daughter Ana. They reside in Mexico City, Mexico. 2) Rev. Joel 

Fritsch, wife Clarion and their children. They reside in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 
 

En Cristo, Padre Miguel 

April 29-30, 2017 

Where Isnôt Christ  

in the Old Testament? 
Rev. Brian Kachelmeier 

Redeemer Lutheran Church   

Los Alamos, NM 



 

 

Friday, January 6 ~ Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord  

  Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 5:30pm  

*Open House at Pastor Boyleõs home following the service 



 

 

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio  
(Theological Reading Group) 

Typical Schedule:  Locations: 
9:00 ð 9:45 am Matins  Grace Lutheran Church 
9:45 ð 11:45 am Reading Discussion 3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS 
11:45 am ð Noon Prayer Trinity Lutheran Church 
Noon ð 1:00 pm Lunch 611 S Erie, Wichita, KS 

 

 

2017 Reading Schedule: 
January 17 (Grace, Wichita)  

Korcok, Thomas. Lutheran Education: From Wittenberg to the Future. St. Louis: CPH, 2001. (328pp) 
 

February 21  (Trinity, Wichita) 
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Creation and Fall. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1997. (207pp) 

 

March 21 (Grace, Wichita) 
Loehe, Wilhelm. Three Books about the Church (1845). Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1969. (180pp)  

 

April 18 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Vilmar, August Friedrich Christian. The Theology of Facts Versus the Theology of Rhetoric: Confession and Defense (1857). 

Fort Wayne: Lutheran Legacy, 2008. (127pp) 
 

May 16  (Grace, Wichita) 
Chemnitz, Martin. Church Order for Braunschweig-Wolfenbuttel: How Doctrine, Ceremonies, and Other Church-Related   

Matters Shall (By Godôs Grace) Be Conducted Henceforth (1569). St. Louis: CPH, 2015. (286pp) 
 

June 20  (Trinity, Wichita) 
Krauth, Charles Porterfield. The Conservative Reformation and Its Theology (1913). St. Louis: CPH, 2007. (830pp ï Assigned: 

1-328) 

July 18  (Grace, Wichita) 
Gerhard, Johann. On The Ministry Part Two (1625). St. Louis: CPH, 2009. (488pp ï selected chapters) 

 

August 15 (Trinity, Wichita) 
 Lang, Paul H.D. What an Altar Guild Should Know. St. Louis: CPH, 1964. (128pp) 
 

September 19 (Grace, Wichita) 
Harrison, Matthew C. At Home in the House of My Fathers (1841-1939). Fort Wayne: Lutheran Legacy, 2009.      

(826pp ï selected readings)  

ñLoehe on Waltherôs Doctrine of the Office of the Ministry and the Walther/Wyneken Visit, 1853ò (113-118) 

ñThe Pastorôs Responsibility for Care for the Physical Needs of Members of His Congregation, 1872ò (164-170) 

ñWhen Should an Orthodox Lutheran Flee a Corrupt Church?ò (176-179) 

ñCounsel to Remain in a Corrupt church: Make Them Throw You Out?ò (180-182) 

ñHow Can the Synod Remain United?ò (376-388) 

ñLetter from Wyneken to Walther on Anfechtungen, Depression, Doctrine, and Polemics, 1863ò (423-427) 

ñThe Offense of Divisions in the Church, 1905ò (632-634) 

ñThe Fruitful Reading of the Writings of Luther, 1930ò (686-692) 

ñOn the Lutheran Confessionsò (771-775) 

ñRevitalization of the Synod Shall Come from Neither Missions nor More Synodical Power: The Word Is the Only             

  Remedyò (pp794-799) 
 

October 17 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Luther, Martin. ñThe Freedom of a Christian (1520).ò LW 31:329-77. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp). 

 

November 21 (Grace, Wichita) 
Bucher, Richard P. The Ecumenical Luther: The Development and Use of His Doctrinal Hermeneutic. St. Louis: CPH, 2003. 

(161pp) 
 

December 19 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Von Schenk, Berthold. The Presence: An Approach to the Holy Communion. New York: Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., 1945. (181pp) 



 

 

From Our ConfessionséThe Small Catechism 

Table of Duties 

Certain passages of scripture for various holy orders and positions, admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities 

For Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers. A bishop must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good 

behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach; not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a 

brawler, not covetous; one that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; not a novice; 

holding fast the faithful Word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince 

the gainsayers. 1 Tim. 3:2ff ; Titus 1:6. 

What the Hearers Owe to Their Pastors. Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should 

live of the Gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14. Let him that is taught in the Word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 

things. Gal. 6:6. Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially they who labor in the Word and 

doctrine. For the Scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn; and the laborer is worthy of his 

reward. 1 Tim. 5:17-18. Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls as they 

that must give account, that they may do it with joy and not with grief; for that is unprofitable for you. Heb. 13:17.]  

Concerning Civil Government. Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For the power which exists anywhere 

is ordained of God. Whosoever resisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that resist shall receive to 

themselves damnation. For he beareth not the sword in vain; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 

him that doeth evil. Rom. 13:1-4. 

What Subjects Owe to the Magistrates. Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's. Matt. 22:21. Let every 

soul be subject unto the higher powers, etc. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience' 

sake. For, for this cause pay ye tribute also; for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. Render 

therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom, to whom custom; fear, to whom fear; honor, to whom 

honor. Rom. 13:1,5ff. I exhort, therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 

made for all men; for kings and for all that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 

honesty. 1 Tim. 2:1f Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, etc. Titus 3:1. Submit yourselves to every 

ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether it be to the king as supreme, or unto governors as unto them that are sent by 

him, etc. 1 Pet. 2:13f ]  

For Husbands. Ye husbands, dwell with your wives according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the 

weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered. 1 Pet. 3:7. And be not bit-

ter against them.      Col. 3:9. 

For Wives.  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord, even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling 

him lord; whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 1 Pet. 3:6; Eph. 5:22. 

For Parents.   Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord. Eph. 6:4. 

For Children. Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for this is right. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first 

commandment with promise: that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. Eph. 6:1-3. 

For Male and Female Servants, Hired Men, and Laborers.  Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters 

according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; not with eye-service, as men-

pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; with good will doing service as to the Lord, and 

not to men; knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond 

or free. Eph. 6:5ff ; Col. 3:22. 

For Masters and Mistresses.  Ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening, knowing that your 

Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with Him. Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1. 

For Young Persons in General.   Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one 

to another, and be clothed with humility; for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves, 

therefore, under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time. 1 Pet. 5:5-6. 

For Widows.  She that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night 

and day. But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth. 1 Tim. 5:5-6. 

For All in Common. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Herein are comprehended all the commandments. Rom. 

13:8ff And persevere in prayer for all men. 1 Tim. 2:1-2. 

 

Let each his lesson learn with care, And all the household well shall fare.                                                  ...to be continued 
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The Reformation  
Open your average world history 
�E�R�R�N�����D�Q�G���\�R�X�¶�O�O���I�L�Q�G���E�X�W���D 
 paragraph or two on the  
Reformation. The event appears a 
small drop on the timeline, but the 
Christian Church knows better.  
Over the next several months, we 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���³�)�D�F�H 
 �R�I���W�K�H���5�H�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�´���L�Q���H�D�F�K���L�V�V�X�H��
of Grace Notes. Follow along and  
discover anew the rich history of 
the Reformation.  

See more at:  http://lutheranreformation.org/history  


