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God’s Holy Ten Words
“These are the holy Ten Commands
God gave to us by Moses’ hands
When high on Sinai’s mount he stood,
Receiving them for our good.
Have mercy, Lord!” (LSB 581:1)
The Ten Commandments are God’s Words to us that describe who we are to be as God’s holy children. They are the
words of His covenant, the Scriptures say,
“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Write these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and
with Israel.’ So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty
nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote on
the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.” (Exodus 34:27-28)
And as a covenant, they bind us to the one who made the
covenant with us. That is, these aren’t optional suggestions,
or helpful tips; they’re the bond of life itself. To keep the
commandments is to be God’s people; and to be God’s people is to keep the commandments. The Lord said as much to
Moses:
“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6)
That’s all fine and good, as long as one keeps the commandments. But what if you break them? What if you disobey?
What if these 10 Words no longer describe you? Well, then
they condemn you. They show you your sin and your desperate need for a Savior. They become Law—the Law that
always accuses.
“The very commandment that promised life proved to be death
to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.”
(Romans 7:10-11)
It’s no wonder people don’t like the 10 Commandments all
that much. They tend to hurt when stared at too closely;
they even kill! They reveal all sorts of hidden sin and disease, anger and pride, lust and the jealous desires of the
heart. And who likes that? Who likes being condemned, or
feeling guilty? Not me, that’s for sure! And try as I might, I
find myself much like St. Paul:
“For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I hate.” (Romans 7:15)
After a bit of battling, and trying, and working really hard to
be better, we eventually give up. It’s too hard. And when we
lose these battles with our flesh we want to cry out in despair, much like St. Paul,

“Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body
of death?” (Romans 7:24)
Now, strange as it may seem, that’s the goal of the Law.
That’s what the 10 Commandments are given to us to do—
they bring us to despair of ourselves, our works, our will,
and any ability of mind, heart, or hand. They hold before us
the perfect image of holiness and life, and reveal how far
short we fall before it. And once we realize that we can’t do
it, then there’s room for another. St. Paul answers his own
despairing question with the confession: “Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Rom 7:25)
Now, with Jesus Christ as Lord, these 10 Words become
something wholly different. They’re no longer the daggers
that strike at every glance, but now they’re words that
again describe who we are in Christ. And that because they
describe Christ. Christ is the fulfillment of the Law and in
His flesh and blood we have a new covenant. He is our life
and that which binds us to God. In Christ the 10 Commandments become 10 Words of life and joy.
No longer rules, rules, and more rules. Now they’re able to
be seen as a sort of protective fence around the gifts that
God seeks to give. Each commandment protects a unique
gift—whether it be family, body, marriage, property, name,
or contentment—and herein we find a gracious God, not a
curmudgeon who wants to take away all our fun.
Throughout the year we’ll work our way through each of
these 10 Commandments to extol the gifts that God seeks to
give. Sure, along the way we’ll likely be cut to the heart as
our sin is revealed (that always happens as long as, and in
as far as we are sinners). But by seeing these 10 Words as
gift protectors, we’ll find great joy is striving to keep these
words—not for the sake of meriting our salvation, but for
the sake of living within that salvation, and rejoicing in a
true faith toward God and love toward our neighbor.
Our Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law, He says
(Mt 5: 17), but to fulfill it. And in His fulfilling the Law, He
restores the image that the Law describes in each of us baptized Christians. He makes us again, as the Lord said to
Moses, His treasured possession, His kingdom of priests,
His holy nation. And so you are. St. Peter says,
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10)
Having received mercy in Christ, let us rejoice in these 10
Words, which now describe who we are in Christ.
Yours in Christ, the Word-Made-Flesh, Pastor Boyle

Friday, January 6 ~ Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord
Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 5:30pm
*Open House at Pastor Boyle’s home following the service

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)
Locations:
Matins
Grace Lutheran Church
Reading Discussion
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Prayer
Trinity Lutheran Church
Lunch
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS
2017 Reading Schedule:
December 19 (Trinity, Wichita)
Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Von Schenk, Berthold. The Presence: An Approach to the Holy Communion. New York: Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., 1945. (181pp)

2018 Reading Schedule:
January 23** (Grace, Wichita)
Esolen, Anthony. Out of the Ashes: Rebuilding American Culture (2017), 193pp.

February 20

(Trinity, Wichita)

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Letters and Papers from Prison (1953), 448pp.

March 20

(Grace, Wichita)

Meyendorff, John. Catholicity and the Church. (Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1983), 156pp.

April 17

(Trinity, Wichita)

Irenaeus of Lyons, Against the Heresies, Book IV; ANF 1:462-525 (2nd c.), 63pp.

May 15

(Grace, Wichita)

Chemnitz, Martin. “9th and 10th Topics,” Examination of the Council of Trent, Vol. 1:547-663 (1565). 116pp.

June 19

(Trinity, Wichita)

Chesterton, G.K. The Everlasting Man (1925), 344pp.

July 10**

(Grace, Wichita)

Hauerwas, Stanley and William H. Willimon. Resident Aliens: A Provocative Christian Assessment of Culture and Ministry for
People who Know that Something Is Wrong. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989), 172pp.

August 21

(Trinity, Wichita)

Wilken, Robert L. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God (2005), 398pp.

September 18 (Grace, Wichita)
Augustine of Hippo. On Christian Teaching

October 16

(Trinity, Wichita)

Luther, Martin. “Letters”, LW 48. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp).

November 20 (Grace, Wichita)
John Paul II, Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of the Body (2006), 735pp.

December 18 (Trinity, Wichita)
John of Damascus, Three Treatises On the Divine Images (8th c.), 158pp.
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Bible Class & Sunday School
during January
will be at Trinity

Lorraine Koch

Ginger Manchesian

Al Gene & Ruth Ann Meyer
Julia Ruble

Anna Ruckle

FOR THE NEW YEAR

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)
P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)
P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)
Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)
N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10)
E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)
W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)
Y ield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11, 16)
E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)
A im for a perfect, mature faith (Hebrews 6:1)
R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15-16)

From Our Confessions…The Large Catechism
by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ~ continued from last month
The Second Commandment. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain. continued from last month
55] Behold, all this is decking one's self out with God's name, or making a pretty show, or claiming to be right, whether it occur in
gross, worldly business or in sublime, subtile matters of faith and doctrine. And among liars belong also blasphemers, not alone the
very gross, well known to every one, who disgrace God's name without fear (these are not for us, but for the hangman to discipline);
but also those who publicly traduce the truth and God's Word and consign it to the devil. Of this there is no need now to speak further.
56] Here, then, let us learn and take to heart the great importance of this commandment, that with all diligence we may guard
against and dread every misuse of the holy name, as the greatest sin that can be outwardly committed. For to lie and deceive is in
itself a great sin, but is greatly aggravated when we attempt to justify it, and seek to confirm it by invoking the name of God and using it as a cloak for shame, so that from a single lie a double lie, nay, manifold lies, result.
57] For this reason, too, God has added a solemn threat to this commandment, to wit: For the Lord will not hold him guiltless that
taketh His name in vain. That is: It shall not be condoned to any one nor pass unpunished. For as little as He will leave it unavenged
if any one turn his heart from Him, as little will He suffer His name to be employed for dressing up a lie. 58] Now, alas! it is a common calamity in all the world that there are as few who are not using the name of God for purposes of lying and all wickedness as
there are those who with their heart trust alone in God.
59] For by nature we all have within us this beautiful virtue, to wit, that whoever has committed a wrong would like to cover up and
adorn his disgrace, so that no one may see it or know it; and no one is so bold as to boast to all the world of the wickedness he has perpetrated; all wish to act by stealth and without any one being aware of what they do. Then, if any one be arraigned, the name of God
is dragged into the affair and must make the villainy look like godliness, and the shame like honor. This is the common course of the
world, which, like a great deluge, has flooded all lands. 60] Hence we have also as our reward what we seek and deserve: pestilences,
wars, famines, conflagrations, floods, wayward wives, children, servants, and all sorts of defilement. Whence else should so much
misery come? It is still a great mercy that the earth bears and supports us.
61] Therefore, above all things, our young people should have this commandment earnestly enforced upon them, and they should be
trained to hold this and the First Commandment in high regard; and whenever they transgress, we must at once be after them with
the rod, and hold the commandment before them, and constantly inculcate it, so as to bring them up not only with punishment, but
also in the reverence and fear of God.
62] Thus you now understand what it is to take God's name in vain, that is (to recapitulate briefly), either simply for purposes of
falsehood, and to allege God's name for something that is not so, or to curse, swear, conjure, and, in short, to practise whatever wickedness one may.
63] Besides this you must also know how to use the name [of God] aright. For when saying: Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord,
thy God, in vain, He gives us to understand at the same time that it is to be used properly. For it has been revealed and given to us
for the very purpose that it may be of constant use and profit. 64] Hence it is a natural inference, since using the holy name for falsehood or wickedness is here forbidden, that we are, on the other hand, commanded to employ it for truth and for all good, as when one
swears truly where there is need and it is demanded. So also when there is right teaching, and when the name is invoked in trouble or
praised and thanked in prosperity, etc.; all of which is comprehended summarily and commanded in the passage Ps. 50:15: Call upon
Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me. For all this is bringing it into the service of truth, and using it
in a blessed way, and thus His name is hallowed, as we pray in the Lord's Prayer.
65] Thus you have the sum of the entire commandment explained. And with this understanding the question with which many teachers have troubled themselves has been easily solved, to wit, why swearing is prohibited in the GospelMatt 5:24ff, James 5:12; Matt
5:33-37;26:29; Acts 21:20-26, and yet Christ, St. Paul, and other saints often swore. 66]The explanation is briefly this: We are not to
swear in support of evil, that is, of falsehood, and where there is no need or use; but for the support of good and the advantage of our
neighbor we should swear. For it is a truly good work, by which God is praised, truth and right are established, falsehood is refuted,
peace is made among men, obedience is rendered, and quarrels are settled. For in this way God Himself interposes and separates between right and wrong, good and evil. 67] If one part swears falsely, he has his sentence that he shall not escape punishment, and
though it be deferred a long time, he shall not succeed; so that all that he may gain thereby will slip out of his hands, and he will never
enjoy it; 68] as I have seen in the case of many who perjured themselves in their marriage-vows, that they have never had a happy
hour or a healthful day, and thus perished miserably in body, soul, and possessions.
69] Therefore I advise and exhort as before that by means of warning and threatening, restraint and punishment, the children be
trained betimes to shun falsehood, and especially to avoid the use of God's name in its support. For where they are allowed to do as
they please, no good will result, as is even now evident that the world is worse than it has ever been, and that there is no government,
no obedience, no fidelity, no faith, but only daring, unbridled men, whom no teaching or reproof helps; all of which is God's wrath
and punishment for such wanton contempt of this commandment.

The Food Pantry at Grace asks for
soups and crackers during the month of
January. Please bring these items to Church
on Sundays and place in the collection crate
located in our Narthex. Many thanks for
your help and service to the poor in our
neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity Lord’s Diner
Tuesday, January 2 at 5:30pm at

HERE I AM, LORD…SEND ME!
GO LEARN -- GO SHARE -- GO SERVE
The New Year – WOW 2018 – each of us is beginning a new
chapter in our lives – an open slate – how will you fill in the
blank spaces?
What are your talents? How are you blessed to be a blessing
to others?
Do you enjoy sharing God’s Word? Providing encouragement
and resources…could you serve as Vice President/Gospel
Outreach for the Wichita Zone?
Do you enjoy “putting together words”? Providing enlightenment for others…could you serve as Secretary for the Wichita
Zone?
Do you enjoy the wonder of numbers? Encouraging figures…
mites, service projects…could you serve as Treasurer for the
Wichita Zone?
The Nominating Committee for the LWML Wichita Zone is
seeking names as candidates for these three offices.
“Choose Me” – “Choose Me” if this is your calling or if you
know of someone who would love to serve her Lord and
Savior in one of the offices, please give her name to your
LWML Society President.
Living and Serving our Lord and Savior,
Wichita Zone LWML Nominating Committee

January 2018
It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to come. It’s a time
when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our
stewardship for the coming year.
Often we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless. But it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite simple
and full of joy. So here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering these three questions:
Who are you? To whom do I give? And how much?
So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? Are you
a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church, society, family. We
don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties and our questions arise in giving to
the church.
So, what is our duty as members of the church with regard to giving? The Table of Duties, again, gives us a guide. If
you are a hearer, a member of the church who receives instruction, St. Paul taught: “Anyone who receives instruction in
the word must share all good things with his instructor” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your
congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the church, He has the local
congregation in mind. For “the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from
the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are these: to give regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2),
proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev.
27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
In other words, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it is
deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own strengths,
weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent.
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: do we really
want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger or
smaller than the job given to Israel?
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out
of compulsion. For through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has made us His
children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and
filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work
that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the gospel as well as those who are in need.
Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom.
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

HALL OF MEN
FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship
hall where the men
break bread, tap the
keg, and toast their
heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays
of the month at Eighth
Day Institute at The
Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave) Doors open at
7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening
events officially begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the
Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life
inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight
for the renewal of our culture. As usual, doors at
The Ladder open at 7 pm. Food is served around
7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll prepare for the lecture
with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic
and scripture readings, and the Nicene Creed. Then a
great lecture followed by good questions and discussion, The Lord's Prayer, good fellowship, and just
possibly a few good smoke rings.

Sisters of Sophia
For Women Only
WHEN: Every 3rd Tuesday of the month
WHERE: at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
CONTACT: Nyleen Lenk · lenkedn@gmail.com
Dear Sisters,
If you aren't familiar with the Sisters of Sophia, we walk with women of wisdom as we
learn from their lives. We meet every third Tuesday of the month. Our gathering of
ladies is both challenging and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the way!
6:15 Doors Open at The Ladder, EDI headquarters
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or both!
We will end promptly at 8:30, but women are welcome to
chat long after that! Supper is gratis, provided by volunteer
attendees. Water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are available on a donation basis. Please feel free to
invite friends through FB! Childcare not available.
See more at: http:// www.eighthdayinstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

“C ULTIVATING F RIENDSHIP

IN A

F RACTURED A GE .”

Speakers include:
Dr. Peter Kanelos - President of St. John ’s College
Ken Meyers - of Mars Hill Audio
Fr. Paul O’Callaghan, Joseph Pearce and others will also be presenting.
Save the date now!
WHEN: January 25-27, 2018
WHERE: St. George Orthodox Christian Cathedral, Wichita, KS
REGISTER: Registration is available at eighthdayevents.org/symposium-2018

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday-Thursday
Closed on Mondays and Fridays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com
Website: gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Bible Class/Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
9:30 a.m. Midweek Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

Our Elders
01 - Dane Janney
David Latimer
04 - Steven Schroeder
07 - Kimberley Koch
12 - Dakota Hutter
17 - Lisa Bromlow
19 - Alice Smith
29 - Destani Silver

11 - Harold & Esther Brunner
27 - Andy & Jennifer Reyes

01 - Phyllis Brandyberry
Esther Brunner
Stephanie Nelson
03 - Amber Fortine
Anneabella Fortine
05 - Amber Sultz
07 - Alan Bacon III
Jessalyn Bacon
13 - Andrew Reyes
Casey Reyes
Nicholas Reyes
15 - Andrew Fortine
Goldene Peck
22 - Kelsey Wellner
Leon Fortine

David Bromlow
Aaron Hastings
Kyle Nelson
Tom Nickel

