
 

òWretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body 
of death?ó (Romans 7:24) 

 

Now, strange as it may seem, thatõs the goal of the Law. 
Thatõs what the 10 Commandments are given to us to doñ
they bring us to despair of ourselves, our works, our will, 
and any ability of mind, heart, or hand. They hold before us 
the perfect image of holiness and life, and reveal how far 
short we fall before it. And once we realize that we canõt do 
it, then thereõs room for another. St. Paul answers his own 
despairing question with the confession: òThanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!ó (Rom 7:25) 
 

Now, with Jesus Christ as Lord, these 10 Words become 
something wholly different. Theyõre no longer the daggers 
that strike at every glance, but now theyõre words that 
again describe who we are in Christ. And that because they 
describe Christ. Christ is the fulfillment of the Law and in 
His flesh and blood we have a new covenant. He is our life 
and that which binds us to God. In Christ the 10 Com-
mandments become 10 Words of life and joy.  
 

No longer rules, rules, and more rules. Now theyõre able to 
be seen as a sort of protective fence around the gifts that 
God seeks to give. Each commandment protects a unique 
giftñwhether it be family, body, marriage, property, name, 
or contentmentñand herein we find a gracious God, not a 
curmudgeon who wants to take away all our fun.  
 

Throughout the year weõll work our way through each of 
these 10 Commandments to extol the gifts that God seeks to 
give. Sure, along the way weõll likely be cut to the heart as 
our sin is revealed (that always happens as long as, and in 
as far as we are sinners). But by seeing these 10 Words as 
gift protectors, weõll find great joy is striving to keep these 
wordsñnot for the sake of meriting our salvation, but for 
the sake of living within that salvation, and rejoicing in a 
true faith toward God and love toward our neighbor.  
 

Our Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law, He says 
(Mt 5: 17), but to fulfill it. And in His fulfilling the Law, He 
restores the image that the Law describes in each of us bap-
tized Christians. He makes us again, as the Lord said to 
Moses, His treasured possession, His kingdom of priests, 
His holy nation. And so you are. St. Peter says, 
òBut you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excel-
lencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvel-
ous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.ó (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

Having received mercy in Christ, let us rejoice in these 10 
Words, which now describe who we are in Christ.  

Yours in Christ, the Word -Made-Flesh, Pastor Boyle 
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      G r a c e  N o t e s 
Godõs Holy Ten Words  

 

òThese are the holy Ten Commands 
God gave to us by Mosesõ hands 

When high on Sinaiõs mount he stood, 
Receiving them for our good.  
Have mercy, Lord!ó (LSB 581:1) 

 

The Ten Commandments are Godõs Words to us that de-
scribe who we are to be as Godõs holy children. They are the 
words of His covenant, the Scriptures say,  
 

òAnd the Lord said to Moses, ôWrite these words, for in accor-
dance with these words I have made a covenant with you and 
with Israel.õ So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty 
nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote on 
the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Command-
ments.ó (Exodus 34:27-28) 

 

And as a covenant, they bind us to the one who made the 
covenant with us. That is, these arenõt optional suggestions, 
or helpful tips; theyõre the bond of life itself. To keep the 
commandments is to be Godõs people; and to be Godõs peo-
ple is to keep the commandments. The Lord said as much to 
Moses: 
 

òNow therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peo-
ples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.ó (Exodus 19:5-6) 

 

Thatõs all fine and good, as long as one keeps the command-
ments. But what if you break them? What if you disobey? 
What if these 10 Words no longer describe you? Well, then 
they condemn you. They show you your sin and your des-
perate need for a Savior. They become Lawñthe Law that 
always accuses.  
òThe very commandment that promised life proved to be death 
to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity through the command-
ment, deceived me and through it killed me.ó  

(Romans 7:10-11) 
Itõs no wonder people donõt like the 10 Commandments all 
that much. They tend to hurt when stared at too closely; 
they even kill! They reveal all sorts of hidden sin and dis-
ease, anger and pride, lust and the jealous desires of the 
heart. And who likes that? Who likes being condemned, or 
feeling guilty? Not me, thatõs for sure! And try as I might, I 
find myself much like St. Paul:  
òFor I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I 
want, but I do the very thing I hate.ó (Romans 7:15) 

 

After a bit of battling, and trying, and working really hard to 
be better, we eventually give up. Itõs too hard. And when we 
lose these battles with our flesh we want to cry out in de-
spair, much like St. Paul, 



 

Friday, January 6 ~ Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord  

  Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 5:30pm  

*Open House at Pastor Boyleõs home following the service 



 
Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio  

(Theological Reading Group) 
Typical Schedule:  Locations: 
9:00 ð 9:45 am Matins  Grace Lutheran Church 
9:45 ð 11:45 am Reading Discussion 3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS 
11:45 am ð Noon Prayer Trinity Lutheran Church 
Noon ð 1:00 pm Lunch 611 S Erie, Wichita, KS 

 

2017 Reading Schedule: 
 

December 19 (Trinity, Wichita)  
       Von Schenk, Berthold. The Presence: An Approach to the Holy Communion. New York: Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., 1945. (181pp) 

 

2018 Reading Schedule: 
January 23** (Grace, Wichita)  

Esolen, Anthony. Out of the Ashes: Rebuilding American Culture (2017), 193pp. 
 

February 20 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Letters and Papers from Prison (1953), 448pp. 

 

March 20 (Grace, Wichita) 
Meyendorff, John. Catholicity and the Church. (Crestwood: St. Vladimirôs Seminary Press, 1983), 156pp. 

 

April 17 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Irenaeus of Lyons, Against the Heresies, Book IV; ANF 1:462-525 (2nd c.), 63pp. 

 

May 15 (Grace, Wichita) 
Chemnitz, Martin. ñ9th and 10th Topics,ò Examination of the Council of Trent, Vol. 1:547-663 (1565). 116pp. 

 

June 19 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Chesterton, G.K. The Everlasting Man (1925), 344pp. 

 

July 10** (Grace, Wichita) 
Hauerwas, Stanley and William H. Willimon. Resident Aliens: A Provocative Christian Assessment of Culture and Ministry for 

People who Know that Something Is Wrong. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989), 172pp. 
 

August 21 (Trinity, Wichita) 
 Wilken, Robert L. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God (2005), 398pp. 
 

September 18 (Grace, Wichita) 
Augustine of Hippo. On Christian Teaching 

 

October 16 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Luther, Martin. ñLettersò, LW 48. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp). 

 

November 20 (Grace, Wichita) 
John Paul II, Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of the Body (2006), 735pp. 

 

December 18 (Trinity, Wichita) 
John of Damascus, Three Treatises On the Divine Images (8th c.), 158pp. 

 

 

Daniel & Kathryn Conrad 
 

Roy & Elisa Askins    
            

 & their Children 



 
 



 
DATE  SUNDAYS FEASTS ENT.  HoD  DIST CLOSE OT/First  Epistle Gospel 

 

Bible Class & Sunday School 

during January 

will be at Trinity 

01/06/ 
2018 

  
Epiphany 
(Trinity) 

394 395 402 399 Is. 60:1ð6 Eph. 3:1ð12 Mt 2:1ð12 

01/07/ 
2018 

Baptism of    
Jesus 

  394 406 
590, 594, 
596, 601 

402 
Joshua 3:1ð
3, 7ð8, 13ð

17 

1 Cor. 1:26ð
31 

Mt 3:13ð17 

01/14/ 
2018 

Epiphany 2   533 402 
602, 601, 
624, 407 

395 
Ex. 33:12ð

23 
Rom. 12:6ð16 Jn 2:1ð11 

01/21/ 
2018 

Transfiguration   402 413 
414, 602, 
609, 617 

417 
Ex. 34:29ð

35 
2 Peter 1:16ð

21 
Mt 17:1ð9 

01/28/ 
2018 

Septuagesima   498 555 
948, 677, 

754 
827 Ex. 17:1ð7 

1 Cor. 9:24-
10:5 

Mt 20:1ð16 

02/02/ 
2018 

  
Purification 

of Mary 
(Grace) 

332 519 624 544 
1 Sam 1:21-

28 
Heb. 2:14-18 Lk 2:22-40 

FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 H  old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)   
 A  ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)  
 P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)  
 P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)  
 Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)  
 

 N  eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10)  

 E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)   
 W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)   
 

 Y ield your members to righteousness  (Romans 6:11, 16)  

 E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)  
 A  im for a perfect, mature faith (Hebrews 6:1)  
 R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15-16)  
 

 

 

 

 

Lorraine Koch          Ginger Manchesian 

       Al Gene & Ruth Ann Meyer                                           

 Julia Ruble                  Anna Ruckle      



 

From Our ConfessionséThe Large Catechism 
by Martin Luther 

As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ~ continued from last month        
The Second Commandment.  Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain.  continued from last month        

55] Behold, all this is decking one's self out with God's name, or making a pretty show, or claiming to be right, whether it occur in 
gross, worldly business or in sublime, subtile matters of faith and doctrine. And among liars belong also blasphemers, not alone the 
very gross, well known to every one, who disgrace God's name without fear (these are not for us, but for the hangman to discipline); 
but also those who publicly traduce the truth and God's Word and consign it to the devil. Of this there is no need now to speak fur-
ther. 

56] Here, then, let us learn and take to heart the great importance of this commandment, that with all diligence we may guard 
against and dread every misuse of the holy name, as the greatest sin that can be outwardly committed. For to lie and deceive is in 
itself a great sin, but is greatly aggravated when we attempt to justify it, and seek to confirm it by invoking the name of God and us-
ing it as a cloak for shame, so that from a single lie a double lie, nay, manifold lies, result. 

57] For this reason, too, God has added a solemn threat to this commandment, to wit: For the Lord will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh His name in vain. That is: It shall not be condoned to any one nor pass unpunished. For as little as He will leave it unavenged 
if any one turn his heart from Him, as little will He suffer His name to be employed for dressing up a lie. 58] Now, alas! it is a com-
mon calamity in all the world that there are as few who are not using the name of God for purposes of lying and all wickedness as 
there are those who with their heart trust alone in God. 

59] For by nature we all have within us this beautiful virtue, to wit, that whoever has committed a wrong would like to cover up and 
adorn his disgrace, so that no one may see it or know it; and no one is so bold as to boast to all the world of the wickedness he has per-
petrated; all wish to act by stealth and without any one being aware of what they do. Then, if any one be arraigned, the name of God 
is dragged into the affair and must make the villainy look like godliness, and the shame like honor. This is the common course of the 
world, which, like a great deluge, has flooded all lands. 60] Hence we have also as our reward what we seek and deserve: pestilences, 
wars, famines, conflagrations, floods, wayward wives, children, servants, and all sorts of defilement. Whence else should so much 
misery come? It is still a great mercy that the earth bears and supports us. 

61] Therefore, above all things, our young people should have this commandment earnestly enforced upon them, and they should be 
trained to hold this and the First Commandment in high regard; and whenever they transgress, we must at once be after them with 
the rod, and hold the commandment before them, and constantly inculcate it, so as to bring them up not only with punishment, but 
also in the reverence and fear of God. 

62] Thus you now understand what it is to take God's name in vain, that is (to recapitulate briefly), either simply for purposes of 
falsehood, and to allege God's name for something that is not so, or to curse, swear, conjure, and, in short, to practise whatever wick-
edness one may. 

63] Besides this you must also know how to use the name [of God] aright. For when saying: Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, 
thy God, in vain, He gives us to understand at the same time that it is to be used properly. For it has been revealed and given to us 
for the very purpose that it may be of constant use and profit. 64] Hence it is a natural inference, since using the holy name for false-
hood or wickedness is here forbidden, that we are, on the other hand, commanded to employ it for truth and for all good, as when one 
swears truly where there is need and it is demanded. So also when there is right teaching, and when the name is invoked in trouble or 
praised and thanked in prosperity, etc.; all of which is comprehended summarily and commanded in the passage Ps. 50:15: Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me. For all this is bringing it into the service of truth, and using it 
in a blessed way, and thus His name is hallowed, as we pray in the Lord's Prayer. 

65] Thus you have the sum of the entire commandment explained. And with this understanding the question with which many teach-
ers have troubled themselves has been easily solved, to wit, why swearing is prohibited in the GospelMatt 5:24ff, James 5:12; Matt 
5:33-37;26:29; Acts 21:20-26, and yet Christ, St. Paul, and other saints often swore. 66]The explanation is briefly this: We are not to 
swear in support of evil, that is, of falsehood, and where there is no need or use; but for the support of good and the advantage of our 
neighbor we should swear. For it is a truly good work, by which God is praised, truth and right are established, falsehood is refuted, 
peace is made among men, obedience is rendered, and quarrels are settled. For in this way God Himself interposes and separates be-
tween right and wrong, good and evil. 67] If one part swears falsely, he has his sentence that he shall not escape punishment, and 
though it be deferred a long time, he shall not succeed; so that all that he may gain thereby will slip out of his hands, and he will never 
enjoy it; 68] as I have seen in the case of many who perjured themselves in their marriage-vows, that they have never had a happy 
hour or a healthful day, and thus perished miserably in body, soul, and possessions. 

69] Therefore I advise and exhort as before that by means of warning and threatening, restraint and punishment, the children be 
trained betimes to shun falsehood, and especially to avoid the use of God's name in its support. For where they are allowed to do as 
they please, no good will result, as is even now evident that the world is worse than it has ever been, and that there is no government, 
no obedience, no fidelity, no faith, but only daring, unbridled men, whom no teaching or reproof helps; all of which is God's wrath 
and punishment for such wanton contempt of this commandment.                             

 



 

The Food Pantry at Grace asks for 

soups and crackers during the month of  

January.  Please bring these items to Church 

on Sundays and place in the collection crate 

located in our Narthex.  Many thanks for 

your help and service to the poor in our 

neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

Grace/Trinity Lordõs Diner 

Tuesday, January 2 at 5:30pm at 
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GO LEARN -- GO SHARE -- GO SERVE 

The New Year ï WOW 2018 ï each of us is beginning a new   

chapter in our lives ï an open slate ï how will you fill in the 

blank spaces? 
 

What are your talents? How are you blessed to be a blessing 

to others? 
 

Do you enjoy sharing Godôs Word? Providing encouragement 

and resourcesécould you serve as Vice President/Gospel 

Outreach for the Wichita Zone? 
 

Do you enjoy ñputting together wordsò? Providing enlighten-

ment for othersécould you serve as Secretary for the Wichita 

Zone? 
 

Do you enjoy the wonder of numbers? Encouraging figuresé

mites,   service projectsécould you serve as Treasurer for the 

Wichita Zone? 
 

The Nominating Committee for the LWML Wichita Zone is     

seeking names as candidates for these three offices. 
 

ñChoose Meò ï ñChoose Meò if this is your calling or if you 

know of someone who would love to serve her Lord and    

Savior in one of the  offices, please give her name to your 

LWML Society President. 
 

Living and Serving our Lord and Savior, 

Wichita Zone LWML Nominating Committee 


