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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: “Actively Share, Care, and Encourage others to follow Jesus Christ.”

Being Christian without Fear and Coercion
A new year has begun, and with it, a rush of resolutions and
fixes and changes and reforms. Every year there’s an urgency, a push to
start on the right foot and quickly! “Hurry up and join our exercise program now!” “Start this guaranteed-to-be-successful diet, now!” “Don’t
miss the opportunity!” “Now is the moment!” “For a limited time only!”
These are the lies that control us. These are the deceptions of our day, of
marketing and selling and buying. Most of you have been around long
enough to know, “there’s always another sale.”
What worries me is not that the world uses this tactic for their
sales—that’s just fine, it seems to work!—what bothers me is when the Church buys into it. When the Church hears this language of urgency and “now, now, now,” she is tempted to believe it. This unfortunately creates a fear and a false trust. We see
this most clearly with the talk of missions and evangelism today: “Every moment someone else dies without the faith—what are
you doing about it?” This fear enslaves us. It heaps guilt upon us and we begin to think, “Did Steve or Jane go to hell because of
me?” And this guilt crushes us, we can’t get out from under it. When we think about the urgency of witnessing, some of us
quickly go out and do the work, good work, but then realize that we must ask, “when can I stop?” And if the salvation of those
not yet knowing Jesus depends on us, then the answer is never! You can’t stop, you can’t sleep, you can’t rest and you can’t care
for your family—“Now, now, now!”
But the Church has no need to rush. The Church has no need to fear. The Lord is with us. The Church trusts that salvation
comes from Christ, in His timing, with His will, and by His work. The Church refuses to speak of “the moment.” The Church,
along with the Scriptures, recognizes that these cries for urgency are not the cries of faith. Faith trusts Christ. Faith is patient. It
knows that if a soul is written in the Lamb’s book of life, that person will be there with or without me. The Church doesn’t need
to market itself as if it were a product to be bought or sold. Jesus can’t be bought or sold—He gives Himself freely, without coercion, without force.
So what does this mean? Should I stop speaking to my neighbor about Christ? Should the Church give up on evangelism and
mission work? Should the Church just stick to itself and leave the community, the world, and those who don’t know Jesus to
fend for themselves? Of course not. The Church is, by definition, that gathering of sinners around Christ—His word and His sacraments. But the Church doesn’t do evangelism by a false marketing of coercion. She doesn’t go with the urgency of fear. She
goes because she’s free! By the proclamation of the Gospel, by your sins forgiven in Christ, you are free to tell others of this Jesus. You’re free to have the wrong words, get your timing off, and drag your heals. You’re free to tell people that their sins are
forgiven as well. You’re free to tell them that there’s not a darn thing they can do for this Jesus—He’s done it all for them. With
the Gospel, you’re free.
And being free, you pay no attention to time or numbers. You don’t have any constraint or quota to fill. There’s no deadline
to meet. You’re free to care for people, not for increased numbers. That’s where evangelism and mission properly fall—under
the Gospel! Under freedom! And as children of the heavenly Father, as the Baptized, you’ve all been called into various stations
and walks of life, into families and jobs, into communities and towns. In each of these callings, vocations, you’ve been placed as
a Christian. So be a Christian there, and be it freely!
When the day comes that you don’t really feel like doing the work, when you don’t feel like speaking of this Jesus, when
you just feel lazy—then repent. Believe the words of Absolution, the words at the altar where Christ is given for the forgiveness
of your sins. There again the freedom Christ won for you is given to you.
So “do not be anxious about your life” (Mt 6:25), or your neighbor’s. The Lord does the work; He does the converting
and the saving; He has His time and His place. And He does it all through us, without urgency, deadline, or quota. We’re not
given to know who or how many; we’re just called to be what the Lord has already made us to be: Christians—saved by the Gospel of sins forgiven, freely, without merit or worthiness in us! And being Christians in this world, the work will be done. And
it’ll be done in the way of the Gospel.
Yours in Christ our Savior,
Pastor Boyle

“For My Eyes”
Johnny, eleven years old, finally received a significant part in the Christmas pageant. His
mother drilled and drilled him on the words in hopes he would remember them at the appropriate time. During practice he stumbled, faltered, and was so scared he could barely says his part.
Finally, Christmas Eve came. In less than an hour, the whole pageant would be over and
Johnny would never again have the need to stand and proclaim the Gospel before a throng of
people. “Oh, what a relief.”
The pageant progressed. The Christ child was born; the angels sang; the shepherds bowed before their Lord and
King; the Wise Men from afar brought their gifts; Simeon saw the Lord’s Christ; and it was now Johnny’s turn to
continue the Christmas story. As he stepped to the microphone, a calm peace fell over him as he spoke clearly and
loudly:
28
he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.” Luke 2:28-32 ESV
In those few moments Johnny’s life with Christ the Savior was sealed. Johnny grew, matured, and was confirmed.
To this day as he departs the communion rail the same joy, happiness, and excitement felt that Christmas Eve descends upon him as he remembers those few frightful moments’ years before and once again he shouts inside himself:
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart
In peace, according to thy word:
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, KJV
Lord. We give you thanks for giving us the opportunity to see your salvation prepared for us through the birth of
this little child. Amen.
Lay Deacon Aaron Hastings.

EPIPHANY SERVICE and PARTY!
Come celebrate with the Magi as together we worship the newborn King this Epiphany.
Divine Service will be January 6th, Friday night, 6pm, at Trinity Lutheran Church. Following the Divine Service we'll make the trek across the parking lot to Pastor Boyle and
family's home for an open house around 7pm. Drinks and appetizers will be offered--oh
yeah, and the KState bowl game begins at 8; you're welcome to stay and watch!
Epiphany falls on January 6th each year, but we normally move our celebration to the
Sunday following. This year, both Grace and Trinity together will gather around our
Lord's gifts to us on this Holy Day.
Epiphany gets its name from the Greek word epiphaneia, which means "to appear, to reveal, to manifest." The season of Epiphany is the season of God revealing Himself to us in
Christ. It's the season celebrating the Divine nature of Christ, just after we celebrate with
great joy the human nature during Christmas. The season begins January 6th and brings us
all the way to Ash Wednesday (Feb 22nd).
Again, Divine Service at Trinity Lutheran Church Friday, January 6th, at 6pm. Party
immeditately following. Hope to see you there!

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS
FOR JANUARY
How did you do with your resolutions for the year 2011?
About the same as for other years? Can you even remember what
those resolutions were? Why do we struggle so much with resolutions? Is it because they are not realistic? Is it because we try to
do it completely on our own without any outside help (even from
God)? Failure is one of the biggest disappointments in life. Is it
possible to start over successfully?
As we enter into this New Year we have another opportunity
to start over. Having the privilege of starting over is one of the
things in life that gives us hope and courage as we look to the future. As we take down our 2011 calendars and replace them with
2012 calendars we really can start over.
In Romans 12:12 (NIV) the Holy Spirit gives us some great
ingredients for a really good New Year’s resolution. The encouragement is to “be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful
in prayer.” Life would be so sweet if everyone could adopt and
live out those three pieces as a New Year’s resolution.

SIX NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
1. Forget the past and
honor God more.
2. Live for Christ in the
world.
3. Trust God with a strong
faith.
4. Remain faithful to my
church.
5. Witness to the lost.
6. Cultivate the talents God
has given me for His glory.

“Be joyful in hope” should be pretty easy for Christians because our hope is in Christ and “that hope will never disappoint
us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” (Romans 5::5 NIV)
“Be patient in affliction” can be considerably more difficult
because we do not like affliction. Who of us likes to be mistreated
by people who are rude, inconsiderate and downright nasty?
Where can we get the strength to be patient in affliction? It takes a
giant transformation to behave so nicely when afflicted? Our comfort is that the power to do that does not come from within us, but
from outside of us. When we were baptized “we were buried with
Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life.” (Romans 6:4 NIV) No one in the history of mankind had to deal with as much affliction as Jesus, our Savior! And
He did it out of love for us so that we do not have to fear eternal
affliction!
“Faithful in prayer” keeps us in touch with God--Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Jesus spent entire nights in prayer with His Father
in heaven so that He would have the strength to carry out His mission of dying for sinners so that they might have the forgiveness of
sins, life and salvation. Prayer is an excellent way to stay in touch
with God and His love and power.
How does this threefold resolution make a difference in our
lives and the lives of those around us? It does because the Holy
Spirit is at work within us to make us more and more the children
of God. As children of God we seek to do the same things that
give Him such delight. John 3:16 tells us that God delights in loving and giving. God has entrusted us with all of life and life’s resources and desires that we manage them wisely according to His
purposes. Loving and giving are at the heart of Christian stewardship.
May God bless us all as His stewards in this New Year of 2012!
From Stewardcast LCMS

Self-help books — Trust in God first; don’t turn to him
as a last resort. (See Proverbs 3:5-6.)
Tape measure — Consider only God’s standards; don’t
compare yourself to other people. (See Luke 18:9-14.)
Rearview mirror — Don’t live in the past. You’ll miss
out on what God is doing in your life now. (See Philippians 3:12-14.)
Gavel — Stop wasting time judging others. Instead,
pray for them, help them and team with them. (See
Luke 6:37-38.)
Life vest — Don’t be overly cautious spiritually. Peter
experienced Jesus in a real way because he dared to
step out of the boat. (See Matthew 14:22-33.)
Garage-door opener — We think we’re networked but
often isolate ourselves. God intended for us to live in
community with one another. (See Hebrews 10:23-25.)
Handcuffs — Don’t offer excuses about why you can’t
help out. God can do amazing things through — and
despite — us. Just follow him, with no excuses. (See
Mark 6:35-44.)

Grace LWML
January 2012
Since December month is not a meeting month for Grace ladies, there is no business to report. However, if I may I will tell
you a few things we have done during the month of December and the plans God and the ladies have in mind for the coming year.
Advent, the Season of Waiting is almost over as I write, and we will once again experience the Birth of our Savior, especially
in our hearts and our minds. This morning devotion the scripture reading Ps. 19 verse 14 "May the words of my mouth and the
thoughts of my heart be pleasing to you. O Lord, my rock and my redeemer." That will be my prayer and thought for the whole day. It
is sealed in my heart. And because I am human and a sinner, no sooner read ,a sinful thought escaped my thought and out of my mouth
came an unkind word to my spouse. I continue to learn the necessity of forgiveness not only from my spouse, but from my Lord and
Savior. What would we do if Jesus had not come. We would be in darkness forever.
December, sometimes is such a stressful time because we try to cram so much into it. Our Wednesday prayer meeting at
11o’clock turned into an Advent service combining the two was a good thing. After, we had a light lunch, what a blessing to share
food and conversation with our fellow believers. The crowd has been small, but we gained and it was loss to those who have not taken
the time, if possible to be there. We hope you have been using a special devotion along with your regular devotion highlighting the
Advent season.
The Advent wreath in our church has been a great reminder, and we are looking at replacing it with new greens for next
year. The lights in the sanctuary are on to remind us the Light of the World is coming, also looking at replacing them with greens and
lights. The tree is up, the Crown is at the top, a very difficult task for us old ladies. Goldene is the one who ventures up the ladder and
leans over and tapes it up there every year. The Chrismons are on, and it would be a good thing if we knew the meaning of each
one. They really tell a story and have significant meaning. If you have not noticed the skirt around the tree. It was falling to rags and
Marge Haefner removed the figures and anchored them onto a new skirt. Take a look, they are beautiful, and thank you Marge for
your skill.
The banners are up, I don't know when Jean and Bob sneaked in and hung them, but thank you. The altar continues to be
beautiful, and the poinsettias are placed and the communion set up every Wed. and the Sundays has been gracefully done by Shirley
Matz, and helpers and we thank you for that service. And we need to thank the Acolytes who so faithfully light the candles every service. Why do I mention all this? I think most of just take for granted when we come on Sunday that everything will be ready for our
worship. There are many people to thank for all they do to keep our church beautiful and clean. I must no forget Pastor Boyle who
continues to bring us the Holy Word and the Sacraments We are so thankful to have him and his sweet family.
The Cookie Festival took many hands to make it a huge success again this year. Every year we grumble at the work and the
cost for all of us to provide beautiful and tasty cookies, and then on the day, the reward is seeing the smiling faces of those who help
set it up and those that come to purchase the goodies. We must be thankful for all the ladies (and men) who bake, help set up and clean
up.. The monies that are received from the sale are matched up to $1,318.00 and that matched amount was donated to the Social Ministry for the Christmas baskets. There is still money coming in, but we are up to approximately $1400.00. The month of January at our
meeting we will be voting on ways to spend that money. Thanks be to God that he provided the bakers, the helpers, and the buyers.
Right through the rain people kept coming. There were new faces and some who have been coming for 25 years, and we appreciate
each and everyone.
We were invited to the Advent by Candlelight on Dec. 3. It was a most beautiful and uplifting experience and a few of us
mustered up the energy to attend. We were a bit exhausted from being up so early and the rush of the cookie sale. We thank Trinity
ladies for including us.
The Quilting Group is at a standstill as of today, but we are hopeful to be busy at it again in January. We are always in need
of old sheets (twin flat or larger) to put inside of the quilt. Everyone has been so good to us providing us with fabric, thread, and we
intend to keep right on. Bonnie broke her wrist so as soon as she is healed she will be back with us. Takes two hands to do most everything. Watch for date to be announced.
The new Quarterlies are out and if you have not received yours please see Audrey. We will be meeting January 18, 1:00 pm
weather permitting.
January 21, 8:30 - 2:30 at Holy Cross, Wichita there will be a Ladies' Retreat, (Balancing Life- Showing Christ's
Beauty) Katie Stam, Miss America 2009 will be the featured speaker. Tickets are $15.00 with lunch. Reservation deadline is January
3, calling Pam at Holy Cross - 316-684-5201. Please consider this, it is always an uplifting experience. We can carpool from Grace.
Call Audrey.
During the week after Epiphany we will disassemble the tree and put away the Chrismons, and take on the New Year. We will
continue to Serve the Lord with Gladness.
May this year be good to you and yours and with Christ in our hearts how could it be any different??
Yours in Christ ,

Audrey Rolf

The Food Pantry at Grace
Lutheran Church asks for

The Board of Social Ministry will be applying
for the Thrivent Challenge Grant. For each
dollar donated between Nov. 1, 2011 and Jan.
31, 2012, the Thrivent for Lutherans Foundation
will supplement dollar for dollar up to $10,000.
Please help us take part in this match grant. A
table has been set up in Mueller Hall which has
items for “purchased” with a donation to the
Food Pantry. Whatever you feel is a fair price
for the item is what the “cost” is. As many of
you know, any money we receive between
November 1, 2011 and January 31, 2012 will be
matched by Thrivent! Since we are trying to
raise as much as we can for this matching grant
opportunity, we are asking if anyone has any
“white elephant” or handcrafted items you would
like to donate for the “sale” they would be
greatly appreciated. Maybe that sweater you
received that didn’t fit or a book you didn’t want
to read, or a DVD/CD that you have 2 copies of.
If you would put the on one of the tables in the
Food Pantry and we will add it to our display.
Remember EVERY dollar is DOUBLED ~ $1
becomes $2 in our treasury; $5 becomes $10, and
so on :0)!!

A “Chili Cook-Off will be held on Saturday,
January 14th at 2:00 p.m. to raise monies for
our matching grant. More information will be
coming soon!! Thank you for your support!!

canned soups & saltine crackers
during the month of January.
Please bring these items to
Church in January and place in
the collection box in the Narthex.
Many thanks for your help and
service to the poor in our
neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity night is the 1st Tuesday of every month which
means our night for January will be Tuesday, January 4th.
Please be there by 5:00pm, serving begins at 5:30pm –
7:30pm and cleanup until approximately 8:30pm. If you
are scheduled to serve and cannot make it, PLEASE call
as soon as you know you can’t be there so we can be sure
we have at least 30 there!
Remember: EVERYONE MUST HAVE A FOOD
HANDLER’S CARD!!
Any Questions??? Contact Beckey Morse @ 652-0924

Area homeless shelters can
ALWAYS use the following items:
paper plates, Styrofoam cups, napkins, paper towels, soup, shampoo,
laundry detergent and monetary
donations are always appreciated.
Please remember in your prayers
those who are without a regular
home to go to.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.....”
Matthew 25:35

From St. Andrews, Wichita

Save the Date!
Jack and Cathy
Carlos, LCMS missionaries to the Maninka people
in Guinea, West Africa,
will be visiting St
Andrews Lutheran
Church on January 12th.
This will be their one stop
in Wichita.
We would like to
invite you to come hear
how the Carlos’ have built
relationships with Maninka men and women through basic
health care education and how this has led to sharing the
Gospel message with them. One encounter was described in
their blog this November:
“We also had a very conservative Muslim gentlemen visit us last week.
He was blind in one eye and had poor vision in the other. Jack examined
his eyes and we were able to give him eyeglasses that improved his vision.
He was very thankful and readily accepted our prayers. Afterward, he
told us that people have been talking about us in town. They are talking
about our prayers and how we always offer them in the name of Jesus.
They are also saying that our prayers are strong and that we are obviously are children of God. He asked if he could come back sometime, just
to visit. We said of course — and we look forward to it.
Through support to the Kansas District’s Guinea Partnership, we have helped the Carlos family and their mission.
This is your chance to meet this wonderful couple.
At 7:30 P.M., on January 12th, St Andrews will have a
presentation in their Sanctuary. St Andrews is located at
2555 N Hyacinth Ln, Wichita KS, just south of the 25th St.
Exit on I-235. This is open to other churches, their members
and any friends who may want to come.
Please plan to join us. Invite your friends. Come hear how
God’s Word and the love of Jesus is being spread across the
world!

THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH
He works on us in all sorts of ways. But above all, He works on
us through each other. [People] are mirrors, or “carriers” of
Christ to other [people]. Usually it is those who know Him that
bring Him to others. That is why the Church, the whole body of
Christians showing Him to one another, is so important. It is so
easy to think that the Church has a lot of different objects — education, building, missions, holding services. ... The Church exists
for no other purpose but to draw [people] into Christ, to make
them little Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals,
clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a
waste of time. God became man for no other purpose. It is even
doubtful, you know, whether the whole universe was created for
any other reason. - C. S. Lewis

We have two separate eyeglass collections for Guinea:
Jack & Cathy Carlos are continuing ministry from
the February 2011 Eyeglass Clinic Trip – Some
of the reading prescriptions are all gone and
they need ONLY READERS. The readers don't
need to be new, but they have to be labeled
with the prescription number +1.0, +1.25,
etc. You can send the readers (cases, too)
to: Kansas District Office
Attn: Lori Hennessey
1000 SW 10th Ave
Topeka, KS 66604-1104
Jack & Cathy will be in Kansas in January and will
take the glasses back to Guinea.
Future MOST Ministries Eyeglass Clinic Trips –
Below are the different types of glasses needed
and the address to send them to. Thank you for
your help!
MOST Ministries accepts the following type of
glasses:
Adult-sized Glasses
Children-sized Glasses
Non-prescription Sunglasses
Over-the-Counter Reading Glasses –
especially 1.0 and 1.5
Please sort the eyeglasses before mailing as broken
glasses cannot be used.
For shipping purposes please send all glasses to:
MOST Ministries
C/O: The Michigan District
3773 Geddes Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Contact Lynn Wrightson (MOST Ministries'
Eyeglass Coordinator) for additional information.

We need volunteers to serve as Acolytes for our 8 a.m. service. Training
will be provided as necessary. Men,
women, boys, or girls are welcome to
“apply”. See Deacon Hastings or let
Susan know if you would like to serve.
Thank you!!

THE RADIO VOICE OF THE LUTHERAN FAITH FOR THE
21ST CENTURY…You can listen to teachings
about The Sermon on the Mount, The Passover,
Classical Education, C.F.W. Walther and
more. Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced
by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS
Pastor Todd Wilken. You can listen to what you
want when you want at www.issuesetc.org.
TALK RADIO FOR THE THINKING CHRISTIAN

Would you like to commemorate a special occasion or the memory of a loved
one? A great way to do this is by providing flowers for the sanctuary. The
2012 Flower Chart is now posted in our
narthex for you to sign up on. Please
indicate if the flowers are provided for

“ Ecce Agnus Dei”
KFTI 1070AM
Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
Or listen online at http://www.lutheranhour.org/

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: A Women’s
Bible Study is available at the University
Lutheran Center on Thursdays evenings at 6:00
p.m. If you need more information you may
contact the ULC at 684-5224. University
Lutheran Center is located at 3817 E 17th Street
across from Wichita State University.

Latin for “Behold, the Lamb of
God,” this is the phrase John the
Baptist used twice to point out
Jesus to others (John 1:29, 36). It
marks Jesus’ Epiphany
(manifestation, revelation) as the
Anointed One (Christ, Messiah).

KINGS KIDS is BACK!!
Beginning Sunday, January 8th all children ages 3
years up to the 4th grade are invited to join us for
Bible lessons, music, crafts, gym time, and other
activities. We will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday
evenings. If you have any questions or would lie
to volunteer to help, please contact Mike or Linda
Freed @ 737-6505 or 253-2872
Volunteers Still Needed for Cradle Roll : We still
need 1-2 volunteers to help with our Cradle Roll program. This involves addressing cards and materials
to be mailed to the families of our 0 - 2 year olds. It
would only take 1-2 hours a month to commit to.

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm Mon-Fri
Pastor’s Hours: Off on Mondays
At Grace

9:00 - 12 noon Tues & Wed.

At Trinity

9:00 - 12 noon Thur & Fri

Afternoons alternated between Grace & Trinity

Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com

8:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship Service

9:30 a.m.

Sunday Bible Classes

4:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service

Website:
www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org
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Dane Janney
John Bryan
Kimberley Koch
Jean Wellner
Jeremy Clyborne
Shirley Jenkins
Melanie Landers
Chuck Dillon, Jr
Alice Smith
Pamela Delzer
Ryan Johnson
Destini Silver
Wyatt Brown

Brandon & Andrea Rickenbaugh
Harold & Esther Brunner
Delbert & Anna Ruckle
Warren & Marlene Balke
Charles & Yvonne Dillion “50th”
Steve & Penny Kelly
21 - Don & Bonnie Mehl “60th”

01 - Esther Brunner
03 - Amber Fortine
Anneabella Fortine
05 - Amber Sultz
07 - Alan Bacon III
Jessalyn Bacon
11 - Adam Unrein
13 - Andrew Reyes, Jr.
Casey Reyes
Nicholas Reyes
15 - Andrew Fortine
Goldene Peck
18 - Jaylen Davis
22 - Kelsey Wellner
23 - Leon Fortine
Jenna Delzer
24 - Jean Wellner

Wondering who your Elder is?? Check out the
lists in the Narthex or below. Your Elder is
available for you to contact at anytime. Check
your Church Directory for their phone
numbers or you may contact the Church Office.

Your Last Name
Your Elder Is
Adams - Clyborne
Al Matz
Comoro - Gardner
Warren Balke
Garrard - Landers
Jonathan Maltz
Leithoff - Murray
Rocky Kollmeyer
Mwankusye - Slavin Al Gene Meyer
Smith - Zumalt
Glen Rolf
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Please recycle this newsletter when you are done.

