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Husband and Wife
Love and Honor Each Other
“‘Be faithful to your marriage vow;
No lust or impure thoughts allow.
Keep all your conduct free from sin
By self-controlled discipline.’
Have mercy, Lord!” (LSB 581:7)
[The following wedding homily was preached at the Marriage of
Doug and Erin Stone on June 2nd, 2018. Luther says in his Large
Catechism regarding the 6th commandment: “This commandment
is aimed directly at the state of marriage and gives us an opportunity to speak about it” (206).]
How do you know who God is, what He’s like, or what He thinks of
us?
Who God is, in His Triune-self, can only be known in the way that He
chooses to reveal Himself. And the way that He’s chosen to reveal
Himself is through His Word. But that Word isn’t primarily written—
though it most certainly is—or even primarily preached—as we’re
doing this very moment—but that Word, by which God reveals
Himself to us, is the eternal Word of the Father, enfleshed in the
man Jesus of Nazareth. Thus, who God is, in Himself, can only be
known in the man, Jesus Christ, “in whom,” St. Paul says to the Colossians, “the whole fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily” (Col 2:9).
Now, why does any of that matter for us today? Well, that’s a silly
question, of course! The better question is: Is there any day on which
that’s not the only thing that matters? But if there’s any day that folks
might be willing to coopt the message and make it about themselves,
it’s a wedding day…it’s all about the bride.
And yet, perhaps there’s something truer to that than we might first
think. Today is, in fact, all about the bride. But it’s not all about
Erin—at least, not directly, or not alone; and yet Erin is, after all, a
picture, an icon, an instantiation of a much greater mystery, one that
includes all of us—and one, of course, that’s all about Jesus.
But before we can make sense of the mystery standing (or, at this
moment, sitting) before our eyes, we need to ask what it means for
there to be a bride or a groom in the first place; and furthermore,
what that has to do with God as He is in Himself.
For that, we jump back to Creation, where we see the first marriage—a marriage that beautifully and wonderfully comes forth even
before the fall into sin. We see man and woman, “bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh” (Gen 2:23). The man is given to protect and provide,
to procreate and to preach. The woman is given to receive his gifts
with joy, and to serve as his helper, extolling him above all.
But even in Eden, this marriage isn’t all there is. No, this too, is a
picture, an icon, a window into the mystery of who God is for us.
And, as you all know, a very imperfect depiction at that! Their fall into
sin has left us always longing for something more in marriage. Even
at its best—and, perhaps, especially then—we know that there’s another: another, to whom our love and affection are rightly drawn, another, from whom we are to receive all help and all good gifts, another,
who will truly provide and protect, and who brings forth new life
through His word.

The Scriptures never tire of telling us how our Lord provides for
His people. Whether it’s feeding them with Manna, or bringing
forth water from the rock, or guiding them by pillars of fire and
cloud, or driving out the nations before them, bringing them into a
land of milk and honey—the Lord always protects and provides for
His bride, the Church.
Even this marriage, though, isn’t quite as it should be, or will be.
Though God is faithful, His bride often runs off, enticed by what
she sees and hears. She leaves, she runs, she gets bored and scared,
and, as it sometimes goes, she even does so precisely because she
knows her Husband to be good.
And yet, in His goodness, He will not stop the chase. Chase, I say,
because He doesn’t work by force. That is, He won’t coerce her to
be His bride. He won’t bind her with cords, or lock her away, but
He speaks tenderly to her, wooing her by His constant love for her—
for, as St. John says, “God is love.” (1 Jn 4:8)
And that love is made manifest in no better way than in God giving
Himself for her. That’s what love is; and, consequently, that’s who
God is. The Cross of Jesus Christ reveals the very heart of God,
who He is in His Triune-self, as the faithful Bridegroom who gives
Himself for His bride.
Having laid aside His garment, and washing His disciples’ feet, Jesus
asked, “Do you understand what I have done to you?” (Jn 13:12) This mystery is profound, but He’s speaking of the cross. “Having loved His
own who were in the world,” it says, “He loved them to the end.” (Jn 13:1)
The end is the goal, the completion, the consummation of all
things—it’s where we’re going and who we’ll be—and that finds its
substance in the cross, in God’s love for us, where he cries, “It is
finished!”
Erin and Doug, You are now to be a picture of this. Doug, you are
to provide and protect, procreate and preach, for you stand as an
image of Christ, who is the Word that gives life to the world. You’re
to lay down your life for Erin in all sorts of self-sacrifice. You’re to
forgive her; and, because you, too, are an imperfect depiction,
you’re to seek her forgiveness as well.
Erin, you are to receive from Doug protection and provision with
thanksgiving and joy, praising him, even when he’s not got it quite
right. You’re to love and cherish him, and find in him your Lord’s
promise never to leave you.
In this way, Doug and Erin, you too are given to share in this mystery of who God is in Himself. You’re given to see His love for you
and for all, in carrying your cross and sharing in His sacrifice. And
when others look at you, they’re to see—albeit imperfectly—an image
of Christ and His Church, of self-sacrifice and fervent thanks and
praise, of giving and receiving, and ultimately of love: “for whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in Him.” (1 Jn 4:16)
In this way it truly is all about the bride. For everything our Lord
does is for you. You, too, were taken from His side; you were
washed in Holy Baptism and covered by His atoning blood.
He is yours, and you are His. And what God, by His grace joins
together, let no one put asunder.
Yours in Christ, our Heavenly Bridegroom, Pastor Boyle
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Bible Class & Sunday School
in July
will be at Trinity.

Daniel & Kathryn Conrad
Lorraine Koch

Ginger Manchesian

Al Gene & Ruth Ann Meyer
Julia Ruble

Anna Ruckle
Louise Smith

Roy & Elisa Askins
& their Children

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

(Theological Reading Group)
Locations:
Matins
Grace Lutheran Church
Reading Discussion
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Prayer
Trinity Lutheran Church
Lunch
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

2018 Reading Schedule:
July 10**

(Grace, Wichita)

Hauerwas, Stanley and William H. Willimon. Resident Aliens: A Provocative Christian Assessment of Culture and Ministry for
People who Know that Something Is Wrong. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989), 172pp.

August 21

(Trinity, Wichita)

Wilken, Robert L. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God (2005), 398pp.

September 18 (Grace, Wichita)
Augustine of Hippo. On Christian Teaching

October 16

(Trinity, Wichita)

Luther, Martin. “Letters”, LW 48. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp).

November 20 (Grace, Wichita)
John Paul II, Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of the Body (2006), 735pp.

December 18 (Trinity, Wichita)
John of Damascus, Three Treatises On the Divine Images (8th c.), 158pp.

From Our Confessions…The Large Catechism
by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.
121] Therefore I would be very glad (I say it again) if men would open their eyes and ears, and take this to heart, lest
some time we may again be led astray from the pure Word of God to the lying vanities of the devil. Then, too, all
would be well; for parents would have more joy, love, friendship, and concord in their houses; thus the children could
captivate their parents' hearts. 122] On the other hand, when they are obstinate, and will not do what they ought until a
rod is laid upon their back, they anger both God and their parents, whereby they deprive themselves of this treasure
and joy of conscience, and lay up for themselves only misfortune. 123] Therefore, as every one complains, the course of
the world now is such that both young and old are altogether dissolute and beyond control, have no reverence nor
sense of honor, do nothing except as they are driven to it by blows, and perpetrate what wrong and detraction they can
behind each other's back; therefore God also punishes them, that they sink into all kinds of filth and misery. 124] As a
rule, the parents, too, are themselves stupid and ignorant; one fool trains [teaches] another, and as they have lived, so
live their children after them.
125] This, now, I say should be the first and most important consideration to urge us to the observance of this commandment; on which account, even if we had no father and mother, we ought to wish that God would set up wood
and stone before us, whom we might call father and mother. How much more, since He has given us living parents,
should we rejoice to show them honor and obedience, because we know it is so highly pleasing to the Divine Majesty
and to all angels, and vexes all devils, and is, besides, 126] the highest work which we can do, after the sublime divine
worship comprehended in the previous commandments; so that giving of alms and every other good work toward our
neighbor are not equal to this. For God has assigned this estate the highest place, yea, has set it up in His own stead,
upon earth. This will and pleasure of God ought to be a sufficient reason and incentive to us to do what we can with
good will and pleasure.
127] Besides this, it is our duty before the world to be grateful for benefits and every good which we have of our parents. 128] But here again the devil rules in the world, so that the children forget their parents, as we all forget God, and
no one considers how God nourishes, protects, and defends us, and bestows so much good on body and soul; especially when an evil hour comes, we are angry and grumble with impatience, and all the good which we have received
throughout our life is wiped out [from our memory]. Just so we do also with our parents, and there is no child that understands and considers this [what the parents have endured while nourishing and fostering him], except the Holy
Ghost grant him this grace.
129] God knows very well this perverseness of the world; therefore He admonishes and urges by commandments that
every one consider what his parents have done for him, and he will find that he has from them body and life, moreover, that he has been fed and reared when otherwise he would have perished a hundred times in his own
filth. 130] Therefore it is a true and good saying of old and wise men: Deo, parentibus et magistris non potest satis gratiae
rependi, that is, To God, to parents, and to teachers we can never render sufficient gratitude and compensation. He that
regards and considers this will indeed without compulsion do all honor to his parents, and bear them up on his hands
as those through whom God has done him all good.
131] Over and above all this, another great reason that should incite us the more [to obedience to this commandment] is
that God attaches to this commandment a temporal promise and says: That thou mayest live long upon the land which
the Lord, thy God, giveth thee.
132] Here you can see yourself how much God is in earnest in respect to this commandment, inasmuch as He not only
declares that it is well pleasing to Him, and that He has joy and delight therein; but also that it shall be for our prosperity and promote our highest good; so that we may have a pleasant and agreeable life, furnished with every good
thing. 133] Therefore also St. Paul greatly emphasizes the same and rejoices in it when he says, Eph. 6:2-3: This is the
first commandment with promise: That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. For although
the rest also have their promises contained in them, yet in none is it so plainly and explicitly stated.
134] Here, then, you have the fruit and the reward, that whoever observes this commandment shall have happy days,
fortune, and prosperity; and on the other hand, the punishment, that whoever is disobedient shall the sooner perish,
and never enjoy life. For to have long life in the sense of the Scriptures is not only to become old, but to have everything which belongs to long life, such as health, wife, and children, livelihood, peace, good government, etc., without
which this life can neither be enjoyed in cheerfulness nor long endure. 135] If, therefore, you will not obey father and
mother and submit to their discipline, then obey the hangman; if you will not obey him, then submit to the skeletonman, i.e., death [death the all-subduer, the teacher of wicked children]. 136] For on this God insists peremptorily: Either
if you obey Him, rendering love and service, He will reward you abundantly with all good, or if you offend Him, He
will send upon you both death and the hangman.

July 2018
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery” (Gal. 5:1).
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has afforded us. We are right
to do this. We should be thankful for these liberties: the freedom to gather together to worship and to live
out what we believe in our daily lives.
But freedom and liberty in our age has devolved. It has become a freedom from duty instead of a freedom
for it. Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into licentiousness: a license to do what we want,
when we want.
This license is a submission, again, to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire
when we desire it means we are slaves to our desires, slaves to our passions.
Christ died to set us free from our sinful desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and put to
death along with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and live before God in righteousness
and purity.
In Christ, we are a new creation. We are set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do
our duty and bear fruits of the Spirit.
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the church.
God calls us to believe in His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for all people. He
calls us to live in faith toward Him and in fervent love for our neighbor. He calls us to put the gifts He
gives to us in His service. God calls parents to provide for their children and raise them in the fear and
admonition of the Lord. And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them
when they are no longer able to do so themselves.
God calls the government to punish those who do evil and to reward those who do good. He calls citizens
to pay their taxes and honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to preach and
teach the Gospel as well as repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers to support those
who teach them with every good thing.
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the freedom and liberty to do our
duty. Stand firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

The Food Pantry at Grace asks for
jars of peanut butter during the month of
July. Please bring these items to Church on
Sundays and place in the collection crate
located in our Narthex. Many thanks for
your help and service to the poor in our
neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity Lord’s Diner
Tuesday, July 3 at 5:30pm
Location: 911 West Maple,
Wichita, Kansas 67213
Phone: 316/655-1854
Hours: Wednesdays & Saturdays, 10 A.M. - 2 P.M.
Wichita Branch Web Site: www.ogt.org/Wichita
OGT Headquarters Website: www.OGT.ORG
Username: OGT
Password: Orphan1
Location: 911 West Maple, Wichita, Kansas 67213
Phone: 316/655-1854

OGT Warehouse will be CLOSED, Wednesday, July 4.
We have been blessed to receive many, many donations of clothing at the Wichita warehouse. THANK YOU to all who have contributed. This effort has amounted to much more than our faithful volunteers can keep up with.
Your help is needed to help sort, fold and package. The work area is AIR CONDITIONED. Any help is appreciated, perhaps from a
Bible study class, youth volunteers, scouts, LWM group, school or Sunday school staff..... OGT Wichita needs your help to prepare
these donations for shipment.
Please contact Betty Amey at 316/444-0284 or 316/737-2973 to schedule a time to volunteer.
Summer is a time to prepare for programming for the coming seasons. Consider contacting Gus Wesche at Bwesche@cox.net or
316/682-8918 or 316/650-6387. He will be pleased to come and share more about Orphan Grain Train.
Blessings to everyone during this summer from your OGT Wichita Branch Board.

Registration Forms available in the Church Narthex.

The 26th Annual
Grace Board of Social Ministry
Clothing Giveaway
will be held on
Saturday, September 15, 2018
The Board of Social Ministry would like to remind you
that we are collecting adult and especially children’s
clothing for this benefit. Clothing can be brought to
Grace Lutheran (3310 E. Pawnee) anytime. Thank you!

HALL OF MEN
FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship
hall where the men
break bread, tap the
keg, and toast their
heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays
of the month at Eighth
Day Institute at The
Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave) Doors open at
7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening
events officially begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the
Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life
inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight
for the renewal of our culture. As usual, doors at
The Ladder open at 7 pm. Food is served around
7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll prepare for the lecture
with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic
and scripture readings, and the Nicene Creed. Then a
great lecture followed by good questions and discussion, The Lord's Prayer, good fellowship, and just
possibly a few good smoke rings.

July 26~ St. Macarius the Great
presented by Erin Doom

Sisters of Sophia
For Women Only
WHEN: WHEN: July 17 ~ Joan of Arc by Megan Franko
WHERE: at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder
(2836 E Douglas Ave)
CONTACT: Nyleen Lenk · lenkedn@gmail.com
Dear Sisters,
If you aren't familiar with the Sisters of Sophia, we walk
with women of wisdom as we learn from their lives. We
meet every third Tuesday of the month. Our gathering of
ladies is both challenging and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the way!
6:15 Doors Open at The Ladder, EDI headquarters
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or both! We will end promptly at
8:30, but women are welcome to chat long after that! Supper is gratis, provided by volunteer attendees. Water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are available on
a donation basis. Please feel free to invite friends through FB! Childcare not available.
See more at: http:// www.eighthdayinstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

Save the Date!!
On Saturday, July 7th, Pastor Boyle will conduct a seminar
dealing with the care and significance of the altar and the
Lord's gifts. All members of both congregations are invited
to attend, both ladies and gentlemen. If you have ever
served on an altar guild or wondered what they do (and
why) this is the morning for you. We will meet at 9:30 in
Trinity's fellowship hall for morning refreshments and will
finish by noon. No reservations required. Reminders will be
posted in Sunday bulletins as the day approaches.

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Daniel J. Metzger
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday-Thursday
Closed on Mondays and Fridays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com
Website: gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

COME WORSHIP WITH US
Our Elders

8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Bible Class/Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
no Wednesday Bible Study or
Divine Service beginning June 20 - August 8
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Derek Fortine
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Kim Nunnold
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Anna Ruckle
Colby Bartel
LaVelle Haefner
Judy Howard

David Bromlow
Aaron Hastings
Kyle Nelson
Tom Nickel
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Joe & Aarika Kirkpatrick
Steven & Cynthia Schroeder
James & Amy Vincent
Pastor & Nicole Boyle
Robert & Maria Petersen

