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“And as was His custom, Jesus went to the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and He stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to Him.”
~ Luke 4:16-17

repetition. A bonus is that the one-year lectionary allows for a
number of older pastoral helps and resources, including hymnody
and sermons by Luther and others. This sets us within a tradition
formed by the Scriptures long before us.

All the words thus far in the liturgy have led up to these words.
Here, in the reading of the Scriptures, the living voice of Jesus
(viva vox Jesu) speaks to us. He speaks through the prophets,
apostles, and in the Gospel, by His own incarnate flesh. Though
the texts are read in the same translation as many of you have at
home in your Bible (ESV), what happens in the liturgy is unique.
We’re not in Bible Study, or personal devotions; we’re gathered to
hear the voice of God among us and for us.

The Lutherans made only few changes to the lectionary: first, they
made the last three Sundays more eschatologically focused
(preparing for the end times); second, they moved the Feast of the
Transfiguration to the close of the Epiphany season; third, they
made use of the vernacular, translating the texts into the language
of the people.

So don’t look down at your bulletin. This isn’t a time for reading
but listening; not for study but contemplation; not for doing but
receiving. Instead, lift your eyes and your hearts to the Lord of
heaven and earth who comes to speak to you.
These lessons, as the Church calls them, are letters from God to
us. They’re a voice to be obeyed and from which we’re to find all
comfort and hope. They’re not merely a part of the liturgy, but
that for which we gather. We’re in Church to see and hear Jesus.
Through these words, the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens,
and sanctifies His Church, keeping us in the one truth faith.
This has been the practice of the Church since its beginning. Even
before Pentecost, the Synagogue worship of Israel was structured
around an ordered reading of the Law (Torah – first five books of
Moses) and the Prophets with Psalms interspersed. After
Pentecost, the Church’s worship was similarly centered on
Scripture, Prayer, Eucharist, and having all things in common:

Typically, the lessons were sung or chanted. The Gospel is the
liturgical summit of the first half of the Service and is typically
read from a different place than the other lessons. Lutherans kept
the ancient ceremonies of standing in reverence and willing
obedience; the acclamation of praise before and after the Gospel;
and the reading from the liturgical “north side” of the altar—we
mark this by reading the Gospel from the pulpit. These practices
trace back to the medieval church, where we hear:
“Clergy and people rose respectfully as servants rise to receive
the words of their Lord, and stood bareheaded. Bishops
removed their mitres, kings took off their crowns, and soldiers
laid down their weapons.”

During Feast days, we continue the ceremony of Gospel
processions into the midst of the congregation, showing that the
word of God comes into the midst of His people. Traditionally,
an ordained lector would read the Old Testament and Epistle,
while the Gospel was reserved for the ordained Deacon. Today, it
is fitting for the ordained clergy to read the lessons as a
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to confession that this is the very word of God among us.
the breaking of bread and the prayers.” – Acts 2:42
Often times, churches will have a separate Gospel book, ornately
Every week we hear lessons from the Old Testament, Epistle, and crafted and elaborately decorated in gold or silver. As the pastor
Gospel. While we don’t go through the entire Scripture each year, picks up the book, he reverently kisses it—showing his affection
and honor for the living Christ—and carries it to the place from
we hear plainly of the ministry and preaching of Christ. What
which it is to be read. He traces the cross over the passage while
guides and orders our reading is called a Lectionary.
announcing the text. Then, along with all the worshipers, traces
A lectionary is simply an order of readings throughout the
the cross upon his forehead, lips, and heart, praying that the
Sundays, feasts, and festivals of the Church Year. Sometimes we
Gospel would be received in the mind, confessed with the lips,
call the lessons “pericopes”–a Greek word meaning a portion “cut
and dwell in the heart.
out.” Each of the pericopes are chosen to echo and extol the
theme found in the Gospel. The lectionary we’ve been using runs Why accompany these texts with so many ceremonies? Why make
all the effort? Why set them in such high and reverent praise?
through a yearly cycle of readings. For over 1000 years (some say
Because they are the Word of God! The Scriptures do not—as
th
since St. Jerome in the 5 century), this Historic Lectionary—used
by Martin Luther C.F.W. Walther, the synod’s first president, and some wrongly claim—merely contain the word of God. They ARE
the Word of God, living and active, sharper than any two-edged
since it was fixed in A.D. 800 by Charlemagne—has guided the
sword. And, though heaven and earth may fail, the Word of the
faith of believers; and continues to do so among us today.
Lord remains forever. In the readings, this Word comes to us.
Why use this yearly rhythm of readings? We’re an historic church Thanks be to God!
and acknowledge the value of what’s been handed down to us.
Yours in Christ, the Word Made Flesh,
Also, it’s important to recognize the value of repetition. Given the
Pastor Boyle
increasing lack of biblical literacy within our society and even
within the Church, it’s wise to hear key biblical texts in yearly
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GOSPEL

July WORSHIP & Study (Summer Schedule)
Sunday
Divine Services:
8a, Grace; 11a, Trinity
Misa en Español: 2p, Grace
Bible Study: 9:30a, Trinity

Wednesdays
Evening Prayer: 7p, Trinity
Matins
Mon. - Fri.: 9a, Grace

Private Absolution
Fri., 4-5p, Trinity

NEW MEMBER CATECHESIS!
Every Monday we’ll meet at Trinity from 6-7:30pm for a 15-week class on what we believe, teach,
and confess as Lutherans. Please invite any family or friends—and come yourself for a refresher!
There’s no obligation to join the church after the class, but if desired, this is your opportunity. The
plan is to understand our doctrine through our liturgy. Each week we’ll work our way through successive parts of the liturgy, seeing that our liturgy is the lived and prayed doctrine of the Church.

CONGREGATION AT PRAYER

St. Paul urges us to “pray without ceasing” (1Thess 5:17). The Psalms give us a daily rhythm of prayers “evening, morning, and noon” (Ps 55:17). Our Lord both commands us to pray (2nd Commandment) and promises to hear us (Ps
6:9; Ps 65:2). But the reality is that we struggle to pray. We're either too busy, too lazy, or we just don't know how.
The Congregation at Prayer helps with that last part. The half-page insert in the weekly bulletin is for daily use in
the home. We invite you to make use of it however you find it helpful. It can also be found on Grace’s website.

Receiving Christ’s Gifts

CCLE XXI
Join us July 6-8, 2021 for CCLE XXI: Here We Stand at Memorial Lutheran
Church and School, Houston, Texas
Complete conference schedule, hotel information and registration for
adults, students and kids’ camp available HERE.
A pre-conference will be held on July 5. Please visit the event registration website for complete details. We look
forward to gathering together with you this summer in Houston!
Hotel options (also listed on conference registration page): Hyatt Place Houston Galleria: For your comfort and
convenience, a limited number of rooms have been reserved at a special rate of $89 (plus taxes) for 2 queen beds.
This rate includes shuttle services to and from the conference. These rates were available until June 30, 2021 by
mentioning the “CCLE Conference” by calling Kimbra Hill at 832.803.1234 EXT 4104 or by clicking HERE. Hyatt Regency Houston Galleria: For your comfort and convenience, a limited number of rooms have been reserved
at a special rate of $129 (plus taxes) for 2 queen beds. This rate includes shuttle services to and from the conference. These rates are available until June 30, 2021 by mentioning the “CCLE Conference” by calling Kimbra Hill
at 832.803.1234 EXT 4104 or by clicking HERE. If you desire to book outside of the conference dates, please
contact: Kimbra Hill at 832.803.1234 EXT 4104.

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts
FROM OUR CONFESSIONS
The Large Catechism by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Article III.
62] For He has not yet brought together all His Christian Church nor dispensed forgiveness. Therefore we believe in
Him who through the Word daily brings us into the fellowship of this Christian Church, and through the same Word
and the forgiveness of sins bestows, increases, and strengthens faith, in order that when He has accomplished it all, and
we abide therein, and die to the world and to all evil, He may finally make us perfectly and forever holy; which now we
expect in faith through the Word.
63] Behold, here you have the entire divine essence, will, and work depicted most exquisitely in quite short and yet rich
words, wherein consists all our wisdom, which surpasses and exceeds the wisdom, mind, and reason of all men. For
although the whole world with all diligence has endeavored to ascertain what God is, what He has in mind and does,
yet has she never been able to attain to [the knowledge and understanding of] any of these things.
64] But here we have everything in richest measure; for here in all three articles He has Himself revealed and opened
the deepest abyss of his paternal heart and of His pure unutterable love. For He has created us for this very object, that
He might redeem and sanctify us; and in addition to giving and imparting to us everything in heaven and upon earth,
He has given to us even His Son and the Holy Ghost, by whom to bring us to Himself.
65] For (as explained above) we could never attain to the knowledge of the grace and favor of the Father except through
the Lord Christ, who is a mirror of the paternal heart, outside of whom we see nothing but an angry and terrible Judge.
But of Christ we could know nothing either, unless it had been revealed by the Holy Ghost.
66] These articles of the Creed, therefore, divide and separate us Christians from all other people upon earth. For all outside of Christianity, whether heathen, Turks, Jews, or false Christians and hypocrites, although they believe in, and
worship, only one true God, yet know not what His mind towards them is, and cannot expect any love or blessing from
Him; therefore they abide in eternal wrath and damnation. For they have not the Lord Christ, and, besides, are not illumined and favored by any gifts of the Holy Ghost.
67] From this you perceive that the Creed is a doctrine quite different from the Ten Commandments; for the latter teaches indeed what we ought to do, but the former tells what God does for us and gives to us. Moreover, apart from this,
the Ten Commandments are written in the hearts of all men; the Creed, however, no human wisdom can comprehend,
but it must be taught by the Holy Ghost alone.

Continued next month… (read more at bookofconcord.org)

Bible Studies at Grace & Trinity
Every Sunday our churches dive deeper into the Scriptures and the Faith handed
down to us by the Church. We’re reading through the Revelation of St. John right
now. We meet at 9:30am (between the services) and alternate locations monthly—
even months at Grace, odd months at Trinity (this month it’s at Trinity).

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)

Typical Schedule: (3rd Tuesday, **unless noted)
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Matins
Reading Discussion
Prayer
Lunch

Locations:

Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

Buy your books at Eighth Day Books!

2021 Reading Schedule:
**July 20 (Grace, Wichita)
The Philokalia: The Complete Text, Volume One. (New York: Faber and Faber, 1979).
355 pages.
August 17 (Trinity, Wichita)
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Ethics. (New York: Touchstone, 1995). 367 pages.
September 21 (Grace, Wichita)
St. John Chrysostom, Six Books On the Priesthood. (Crestwood: SVSP, 1996). 160 pages.
October 19 (KS District Retreat Center, Herington**)
Martin Luther, Luther and Erasmus: Free Will and Salvation. Editors E. Gordon Rupp and Philip S. Watson.
(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1969). 339 pages.
November 16 (Grace, Wichita)
G.K. Chesterton, “The Thing: Why I Am a Catholic (1929),” in Complete Works, Vol. 3. (West Coshohocken:
Templeton Press, 2013): 135-335. 200 pages.
December 21 (Trinity, Wichita)
St. Basil the Great, On Fasting and Feasts. (Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Press, 2013). 135 pages.

ELDERS’ BOOK STUDY
The elders at Grace & Trinity invite anyone interested to join
their book study of Pr. Bryan Wolfmueller’s, And Take They
Our Life: Martin Luther’s Theology of Martyrdom.
We meet once a month at Grace at 3:30pm.
Our next gathering is on July 18th.

Sharing Christ’s Gifts

Hispanic Ministry
Grace is blessed with an
opportunity to reach out to
those in our community
who speak Spanish. We
offer a Divine Service
(Misa en Español) every
Sunday at 2:00p.m. Also,
once a month we gather
with a meal at 12:30pm.
Stop on by and check it
out!

GRACE FOOD PANTRY
All grocery donations are appreciated to help
the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry. Each month
specific items are suggested. For July: peanut butter and jelly. Place donations in the narthex basket
marked Grace Food Pantry. Non-perishables always
appreciated.

Please Pray for our Missionaries:

Daniel, Kathryn, and Ana Conrad (Mexico City)
Jacob Gaugert (Togo)

Look for their current newsletter in the narthex.

LORD’S DINER
Due to the virus, the Lord’s Diner temporarily changed
it’s service. The first Tuesday each month we serve at
the Lord’s Diner (2825 S Hillside) from 5:15-7:30pm.
If you already have a food handler’s card—great! If
you have one, but it is expired, that’s okay—it still
works! If you don’t yet have your card, get one online: wichitaks.foodhandlerclasses.com.

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY ~ 9/11/21

On Saturday, September 11th from 9a-12p Grace's
Board of Social Ministry will hold a clothing giveaway.
Donations will be accepted and appreciated until the first
of September. Please drop off donations at Grace on
Sunday mornings, Tuesday’s from 9-11, or you can contact Jennifer Reyes at 316-300-0500 for other arrangements. Volunteers for sorting the week prior are always
needed, as is help the day of the event. Please mark your
calendars and contact Jennifer with any questions and let
her know if you are able to help. Thanks!

Upcoming Dates and Activities
The Trinity Ladies Guild/LWML is collecting items for kits and also fleece for blankets. We are asking for donations which will go to the overall mission goal of the LWML. Please make checks payable to Trinity Ladies’ Guild. Thank you.

Christ’s Gifts IN THE COMMUNITY
THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
How it works:
Think about an unmet need in your community and how
you could help. Apply to lead your volunteer team in a one
-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that
can be completed within 90 days. Once your project is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action Kit, including:

ble to lead one per calendar year
(maximum of three).

Things to keep in mind:

Involve others
Bring together a volunteer team of
friends, family and people in your community to have a
bigger impact. It's not a gift or a grant. It's seed money, and
it's an investment to help get your project started or gain
• Promotional banner.
awareness for your cause, rather than directly giving the
• Invitations and thank-you cards.
money to (granting) or purchasing items for (gifting) your
• Thrivent Action Team T-shirts.
cause.
A $250 Community Impact Card you can use as seed mon- One action team, one project
ey to purchase project supplies and create promotional ma- Multiple members cannot apply to receive a Thrivent Acterials.
tion Kit to be used toward the exact same project.
How often am I eligible?
Report your success
All Thrivent members are eligible to lead a Thrivent Action Share your stories, photos and volunteer team info with us
Team. However, the number of teams each member can
after your event – this must be completed before applying
lead per year depends on his or her membership type. Ben- to lead your next Thrivent Action Team.
efit members are eligible to lead two Thrivent Action
LOG IN: www.Thrivent.com CLICK: “Making a
Teams per calendar year, and associate members are eligiDifference” CHOOSE: Thrivent Action Team.

Concordia Academy
CHILDREN’S MINDS are uniquely vulnerable to propaganda from the world which attractively packages evil as good and good as evil. Concordia Academy exists to train and
strengthen the minds of 9th-12th graders to recognize truth, goodness, and beauty centered in
Christ from the perspective of God’s Word and natural law. Learn more at ConcordiaAcademyWichita.org.
June was a difficult month for Christians who are to live in the world but not of the world. We're bombarded by signs and cliches that offer false comfort and empty love. In the recent newsletter, you'll find a heartfelt plea to hold on to
what is true, good, and beautiful. Unfortunately, this world may see such words as hateful and unloving. But love is found first and fully
in the body of Christ, which hung on the cross for us! It's to that love we are directed and from that love that Concordia Academy seeks
to bless our students and the world.

For more ways to support life, visit:
Kansans for Life (KFL)
July 4 – Sacrificing relatives or slaughtering rivals—either
for their own good or for ours—results in no righteousness. God has chosen those we are tempted to treat as disposable for demonstrating the depths of His blessings (1
Corinthians 1:26-30). Patiently awaiting His salvation as
humble companions reaps the great reward. Lamb of God,
gather me in together with all Your little ones. Amen.
July 11 – The death Jesus died, He died “once for
all” (Romans 6:10). He purchased “all.” Thus, He gives
value to “all.” Every person we encounter, no matter their
size or location or condition of health, is someone for
whom Jesus died. Our responsibility is to acknowledge
their value and lead them to see its true source. Loving Savior, reflect Your self-giving mercy and devotion in us. Amen.

July 18 – Jesus declares and demonstrates compassion
even for those who cannot feed themselves or walk on
their own (Mark 8:1-3). He who breathes life into each human body (Genesis 2:7) also provides everything necessary
to survive (Mark 8:8) and promises all the abundance of
Eden’s paradise in the gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23).
And He mercifully involves us in this miraculous ministry
(Mark 8:5-8)! Almighty Maker, show through us the life-giving
compassion You have shown to us. Amen.
July 25 – The relaxing lies our culture prophesies cannot
even approach our Lord’s promises (Jeremiah 23:16-18).
We speak the Gospel of Jesus Christ boldly and gladly
(Jeremiah 23:28-29), though it earns us persecution, because He sets great joy before us. In this faith we will sit
around His throne with the cloud of witnesses His Word
saved. Lamb of God, You have given me Your people’s crown of
life; forge in me Your prophets’ faith. Amen.

Christ’s Gifts IN THE COMMUNITY

MISSION
EDI seeks to bring all Christians together for a dialogue of love and
truth by returning to the common heritage of ancient Christianity
through events and publications to overcome divisions and renew
culture through faith and learning.
In an isolating secularized culture where the church’s voice is muffled through her many divisions, Christians need all the help they
can get to strengthen their faith in God and love toward their neighbor.
Eighth Day Institute offers hope to all Christians through our adherence to the Nicene faith, our ecumenical dialogues of love and
truth, and our many events and publications to strengthen faith,
grow in wisdom, and foster Christian friendships of love.

MEMBERSHIP
Join our growing community of monthly members who believe
our culture desperately needs renewed.
Support Eighth Day Institute's efforts to renew culture with a
new monthly membership at the Patron level and above, and in
addition to regular perks, join us at one of our signature
events for free (Symposium, Colloquium, Florovsky Week, Inklings Festival)! (Student membership rate: $5/month!)
• Friend: $8/month ($100/year) - includes Weekly Synaxis,
Access to The Digital Library, Annual Christian News-Letter

SISTERS OF SOPHIA

Walking with women of wisdom
At Sisters of Sophia, we walk with
women of wisdom as we learn
from their lives. We meet every
third Tuesday of the month. Our
gathering of ladies is both challenging and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the way! Doors open at The Ladder at
6:15pm, Food and Fellowship at 6:30, Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture at 7:20, Q&A and Closing Prayer
at 8:15. Please come to break bread with us, learn with
us, or both! We end promptly at 8:30, but women are
welcome to chat long after that! For more information,
talk with Nikki Boyle (650-1402) or Nancy Metzger (684
-3415).
www.EighthDayInstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

• Patron: $35/month ($500/year) & Teacher/Pastor: $20/month
- plus Eighth Day Moot: Tri-annual Print Subscription, Catechetical Word from the Fathers: Tri-annual Print Subscription, Exclusive EDI Blogs: Florovsky Archive & The Moot,
50% off Featured Events, 10% off Eighth Day Books.

• Pillar: $75/month ($1000/year) & Student: $5/month ($100/
year) - plus Free Featured Events, VIP Event Access, EDI
Handcrafted Coffee Mug, Set of EDI Cloud of Witnesses Pint
Glasses

www.eighthdayinstitute.org

An outreach of the Lutheran Church - Missouri
www.fairmountcoffee.com
www.facebook.com/FairmountCoffee
twitter.com/fairmountcoffee
www.instagram.com/fairmountcoffee

~ HALL OF MEN ~

Where the men break bread, tap the keg, and toast their heroes.
nd
th
2 and 4 Thursdays of the month at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
Doors open at 7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening events officially begin at 8:30pm with
a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives
and to fight for the renewal of our culture.

SUPPORTING Christ’s Gifts

LCMS Stewardship Ministry
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1)
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and
liberties our country has afforded us. We are right to do
this. We should be thankful for these liberties – the freedom to gather together to worship and to live out what
believe in our daily lives.
But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved. It has
become a freedom from duty instead of a freedom for it.
Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into
licentiousness – a license to do what we want, when we
want. This license is a submission again to a yoke of
slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire
when we desire it means we are slaves to our desires and
slaves to our passions.
Christ died to set us free from our desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and put to death along
with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise
and live before God in righteousness and purity. In
Christ, we are a new creation. We are set free from the
passions of the flesh so that we are free to do our duty
and bear fruits of the Spirit.
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a
family, society, and the Church. God calls us to believe
in His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to
pray for all people. He calls us to live in faith toward
Him and in fervent love for our neighbor. He calls us to
put the gifts He gives to us in His service. God calls parents provide for their children and raise them in the fear
and admonition of the Lord.
And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when they are no longer able to
do so themselves. God calls the government to punish
those who do evil and to reward those who do good. He
calls citizens to pay their taxes and honor the governing
officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to preach
and teach the Gospel, repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. And He calls hearers to support those who teach
them with every good thing.
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish
flesh, giving us the freedom and liberty to do our duty.
Stand firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM
Grace & Trinity are registered with the Amazon
Smile program. Purchases made through
smile.amazon.com may have a portion of the proceeds donated to Trinity. Select either congregation
as your charitable organization in your Amazon
profile, or by using the link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0622407.
There is no change in selection, availability, or prices when using smile.amazon.com to support Grace
or Trinity through
the Smile program.

Do you shop at Dillons??
~Dillons

Community Rewards,
where shopping and giving come together~

Trinity’s organization number is:
QG377.
DONATE ONLINE
TO GRACE & TRINITY !

A PayPal account for each church is
set up.
CLICK HERE FOR TRINITY.
CLICK HERE FOR GRACE.
If you have any questions, contact:
Sheryl Anderson, Dick Lewallen, or Jeanette
Mueller.

VISIT US ONLINE

Every week we put our sermons online, as well
as the Congregation at Prayer. We keep an upto-date Google Calendar, to which you can
subscribe. We also include special events and
service times. Visit us on Facebook, too!
Grace: www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org
Trinity: www.tlcwichita.org

Gil & Judy Holstein, Ginger Manchesian,
Louise Smith, Alice Smith, Trivona Stegman,
Mary Jane Zumalt, Florence Lavery

GRACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Pastor Boyle can best be reached:
(316) 650-1583, or
pastor.boyle@gmail.com

Find us on the Web
www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E. Pawnee
Wichita, KS 67218
Address Services Requested

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Mon—Fri:
9am Matins, Grace
Wed: 7pm Evening Prayer, Trinity
Sunday Divine Service:
8:00 AM, Grace
11:00 AM, Trinity
2:00 PM, Grace en Español

