
 

 

By Pastor Richard Stuckwisch 

they grew up with are chiefly concerned with dogma for its 
own sake and with superficial rules of behavior that hide 
rather than reveal the heart. They have not recognized sin-
cerity or personal investment, but a focus on head knowl-
edge, formulaic emotional expressions, and pietism in place 
of piety. All of that appears trite and hollow, and frankly it 
is. It certainly has no appeal. 
 

Grandparents should not deny but acknowledge such 
hurts, disappointments and frustrations as their grandchil-
dren have experienced and expressed. Denying these 
things is neither honest nor helpful. Rather, ask your 
grandchildren questions, and invite them to be honest with 
you about their thoughts and feelings. Give them a safe 
place to vent, and actively listen to what they have to say. 
Then respond to their real concerns with the true comfort 
of the Gospel of Christ, even if that answer is resisted, re-
jected or even ridiculed. It is important to speak the truth, 
to confess the Word of the Lord, for faith comes about and 
grows by the hearing of that Word.  
 

Trust Christ and His Word, despite your own frailties and 
limitations. Rely on Him and on the Holy Spirit to do the 
divine work and achieve the divine purpose that only God 
can accomplish. There is no point in urging your grandchil-
dren to give attention to the Word of the Lord if you do not 
have the confidence to speak it yourself. And there is no 
other strategy to fall back on. Your calling as a Christian is 
not to convince or persuade anyone to believe the Gospel 
by argument or cleverness, but simply to believe, to con-
fess, and to practice the Word of Christ. Speak to your 
grandchildren, and to all of your neighbors, as God the Fa-
ther speaks to you by His Son. Do so, not out of guilt, 
shame or fear, but in the joy and confidence of faith. Do not 
be ashamed of the Gospel, and do not be embarrassed to 
confess it to anyone. It is a living and life -giving Word.  
 

Do speak whatõs on your heart and mind. Speak candidly 
to your grandchildren, as appropriate in the context of your 
ongoing conversation and interaction with them. Talk to 
them about these things that matter to you. Speak with the 
passion of your personal conviction, but also in a spirit of 
gentleness and personal humility. Let them see that your 
confidence and courage are in Christ. 
 

Along the same lines, be candid about your own doubts, 
fears, struggles, weaknesses and so on. Donõt suppose that 
you must protect yourself or your grandchildren from such 
genuine aspects of faith and life under the Cross. But then 
likewise indicate the comfort and strength that you have 
found in the Ministry of the Gospel. Share actual stories of  
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The Parable of the Prodigal Son (St. Luke 15) strikes a chord 
and resonates deeply with those who hear it, not only be-
cause all of us have gone astray and gotten ourselves lost at 
times, but also because there are loved ones missing from 
our lives, from our homes and families, and from our con-
gregations. We ache for our missing children, in particular, 
and struggle with both guilt and grief over their absence. If a 
small child is lost, we spare no effort or expense in searching 
until he is found and brought back home. Let us have at 
least as much zeal for those children of any age who have 
wandered away from the faith and gone missing from the 
life of the Church.  
 

Distressingly, a great many young people do abandon Godõs 
Word and the preaching of it as they advance through their 
teen years and enter adulthood. Indications are that well 
over half of those who are brought up in the Church will 
abandon it. There are many different factors that may lead a 
young adult away from the faith and fellowship of the Body 
of Christ. College students, flush with independence and 
busy with their studies and social activities, establish new 
priorities and simply fall out of the habit of going to church. 
Some young people have developed an apathy from their 
parentsõ example, whereas others are hostile and bitter be-
cause of bad experiences with a congregation, a pastor, or 
some other professed Christian. Those who fall into tempta-
tion and get caught up in unrepentant sin are likely to flee 
the Word of God and to avoid the Body of Christ due to 
their troubled conscience and hardness of heart. Reasons 
and excuses are legion. 
 

Circumstances vary, but here we consider what a concerned 
grandparent can do to encourage a wayward adult grand-
child to repent and return to the life of the Church. The de-
sire to do or say something may be great, but there may also 
be a real fear of alienating the grandchild and driving him 
away. Worldly attitudes not only contribute to young adults 
leaving the faith, but also make it harder for grandparents or 
anyone else to speak up.  Notions of relative truth make in-
sistence on the one true faith sound hopelessly outdated and 
naive. Spirituality is popular, but it is viewed as a personal, 
subjective and open-ended experience. Conversely, there is a 
common pessimism about organized religion and the insti-
tutional church, which are suspect almost by definition.  
 

Young people may resonate with such faulty attitudes be-
cause of bad impressions they have been given by the 
churches they have known. Many of them have not per-
ceived a connection between faith, religion, the church, and 
life. Instead they have sensed that the church norms  



 

 
the place and role that the Church and Holy Sacraments have had in your life, and in the life of your parents, sib-
lings, spouse, and children. Let your grandchildren know that itõs not a canned or plastic faith that you profess, 
but one that makes a solid, full -bodied difference in the bump and grind of this fallen world. Your stories will 
resonate with them, not only because they are personal, but because of who you are. 
 

As you think about yourself and the witness that you are called to make to your grandchildren, do consider the 
ways that you also are called to repentance in your own faith and life, and to greater piety and faithfulness in your 
own habits and routines. It may even be appropriate to admit some of those faults to your grandchildren, and al-
low them to see the fruits of repentance in your life. Would you ask them to adjust their choices and decisions 
without a willingness to change yours?  
 

In any event, exercise genuine love, tender mercy, long-suffering patience, and ready forgiveness for your way-
ward grandchild. Despite how it feels, his rejection of the Church and his departure from the faith are not a per-
sonal indictment or rejection of you and your family. Donõt get angry or defensive in response, as though your 
faith and love were contingent on his. Do not condone or accept his sinful behavior, whatever all that may entail, 
including sins against the Church and Ministry of the Gospel. But do persist in caring for the person as you are 
given the opportunity. Maintain a connection and a relationship with open lines of communication about life in 
general. And demonstrate an active, unselfish interest in and genuine concern for your grandchild. None of that 
should have to be faked; nor is it a strategy for some ulterior purpose. It is simply to love.  
 

Have confidence that the Lord Himself is with you in the relationship He has given you with your childrenõs chil-
dren. You are not on your own in your conversations with them and in your efforts to care for them. Whatever 
inadequacies and weaknesses you perceive in yourself do not change the fact that God has called you to love and 
serve these particular neighbors. By the same token, respect the office and station of your grandchildõs father and 
mother. But do not for that reason hesitate to speak and confess the Word of God as you have the chance, even if 
his parents are of a different mind. Do so, not with hostility or animosity, but calmly, gently and patiently.  
 

Take heart and be encouraged that the Lord loves your children and your childrenõs children even more and more 
faithfully than you do. He is not negligent or uncaring, nor is He powerless or unable to call them back to Himself. 
Though His ways and purposes are often mysterious to us, He is able to do far more abundantly than we can even 
begin to imagine. That is no reason to be lazy or negligent in our own efforts, but encouragement to speak and act 
with bold confidence. For He has chosen to work through His Word. So, too, pray and intercede for your children 
and grandchildren, as the Lord has commanded you to pray and has promised to hear and answer in Christ Jesus. 
St. Monica prayed for many years for her wayward son, Augustine, before the Lord brought him to confess the 
faith, to be baptized, and to become a bishop of the Church. It is not too much, but good and right, that you should 
likewise pray for your wayward grandchildren.  
 

In the Parable, the prodigal son is brought back to himself and to his senses, not only by the dire predicament that 
he found himself in, which was part of Godõs preaching of the Law in his life, but especially by the memory of his 
Father ñ of his Fatherõs household and family, of His grace and generosity. As you have opportunity to speak of 
these things from the Holy Scriptures and the Catechism, and from the experience of your own faith and life under 
the Cross, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ shall be at work, by His Word and Holy Spirit, to call home 
His lost and wayward children to Himself in mercy.  
 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Stuckwisch is pastor of Emmaus Lutheran Church, South Bend, Ind. 
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 Once-upon-a-time all were united. There was one world economy, one world order and one world 

religion. There was one belief, believed by all. No one believed differently. A male believed him-

self to be male. A female believed herself to be female. A dog was a dog and a cat was a cat. A 

day was 24 hours long. There was one Lord God. Maker. Giver. Lover. The world was 

unitedéé..all two people! Day Six of Creation was the day of true universalism, true oneness. 

There was ecumenical (from the Greek word, oɘəɞɡɛɏɜɖ, meaning ñof the whole inhabited 

worldò) harmony. God did it. Man ruined it. There will never again be one world religion, one world order, and one world 

belief. Man tried his hand at it once. The tower of Babel. It was a failed attempt.  

When Jesus prayed (John 17:21), ñéééthat they may all be one,ò He prayed for oneness of belief, oneness of doctrine. Je-

sus knew there is error, there is wrong belief and there is an evil one (v. 15) who is at opposition of the oneness for which He 

prayed. The evil one divides and separates. 

Still, Christianity is a big tent. She is many tribes, nations, colors and races of both genders. There are not many beliefs how-

ever. ñThat they may be oneò means that they may be one with what Jesus taught, with what Jesus was sent by the Father to 

do, with what the Holy Spirit reveals of Jesus. 

Many movements and groups within Christendom have thought themselves to be ecumenical windfalls. Here are a few exam-

ples from the 100-year period of 1899-1999.  

¶ The Gideons International started in 1899 as an ecumenical evangelism of evangelicals and Protestantsðno Ro-

man Catholics allowed. Bibles left in hotel rooms begs the question of who will explain to the reader of the Jesus 

of the Bible (Acts 8:26-40)?  

¶ In the early part of the 20th century, Christian churches attempted a union under the banner of the Ecumenical 

Movement. This movementôs founders decried centuries of separations (the first seven Ecumenical Councils, 

Schism of 1054, Papal division, Reformation) in the Church. A missionary conference was held in Scotland in 

1910, just prior to the First World War, to promote unity in mission work, Christian service and theological discus-

sion. It is now 106 years later. Church denominations still exist. They always will. 

¶ Romeôs Vatican Council II (1962-65) was a council pushing ecumenicity, not only with ñseparated brethrenò e.g. 

Eastern Orthodox and other Christians, but also with ñthose who acknowledge the Creator. In the first place among 

these there are the Moslems, who, professing to hold the faith of Abraham, along with us adore the one and merci-

ful God.ò Moslems, agreed the 2600+ bishops attending, are those who can also ñattain to everlasting salvation 

who through no fault of their own do not know the gospel of Christ or His Church, yet sincerely seek God and, 

moved by grace, strive by their deeds to do His will as it is known to them, through the dictates of con-

science.ò (The Documents of Vatican II, 1966, Follett Publishing Company) 

¶ In 1999, two big players in the Western Church, Roman Catholics and Lutherans, released an ecumenical docu-

ment. It was called The Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification (JDDJ). The Lutherans who puckered up 

to Rome were not members of the LCMS nor many other smaller confessional Lutheran bodies. They were 89 

members of the 124 members of the Lutheran World Federation*--thatôs a 72% majority of a lot of Lutherans, but 

not a true ñof the whole inhabited world.ò Even a papal signatory knew that true ecumenism had not been reached. 

When asked if the JDDJ did away with any of the 1540s Roman Council of Trent condemnations of the Lutheran 

doctrine of justification, Cardinal Cassidy said, ñAbsolutely not, otherwise how could we do (sign) it?ò Unity? 

Oneness? Of an ecumenical truth? Nowhere near it. 

Truth be told, there is unity in the church. The sheep of Jesusô flock are not professing faith in a dream or an idea when they 

confess I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. It is so. There is unity. In Jesus. In the pure Word and right Sac-

raments. The Church is ecumenical. She is from every tribe, nation and peoples. And Jesus still prays for each person who 

comes to Him through this word: God the Father sent Jesus to save sinners. 

So, how does a Lutheran nurse or truck driver or roofer or waitress think ecumenically? Hereôs my advice. Donôt think glob-

ally. Donôt worry about the world. It is a fantasy to think that Christians can ñChristianizeò the world. Think individually. 

Think husband. Think wife. Think children. Think mother, father, sister and brother. Think each person of Grace Lutheran 

Church. As Pastor Boyle urged in his pre-Pentecost sermon, pray for each member. And pray for yourself. Pray that you not 

give in to temptation or fall into grievous sin. Pray that you may stand steadfast in these evil days. 

Pastor Brockman 
 

*The Lutheran World Federation got its name in 1947 after Lutherans in 1923 tried to do what the Ecumenical Movement did in 

1910ðpromote union. Presently, the LWF claims 72 million Lutherans in 98 countries. LWF is in decline. In 2013, the six million 

Lutherans of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus ended fellowship with LWF over LWFôs homosexual stance. At the 

April 23-26, 2016 Council of District Presidentsô Meeting, the following was reported to the District Presidents (Kansas DP Lange 

was present) about LWF: The LWF wants to tell the Africans that polygamy is not against scripture so that Europeans, in turn, can 

have homosexuality and say that it is not against scripture.  



 

 

¿Qu® Pasa a Gracia?  =  Whatôs happening at Grace?éé. 

OUR first Cinco de Mayo (Fifth of Mayða celebration of the Mexican armyôs defeat of the French at Puebla in 1862) celebration 

was a splendid day on many levels. First, the weather was perfect. Sunny. About 75. Little wind. Our tables for eating and hand-

ing out materials were set on the far west end of the property, under that last tree, facing Hillside. Our Hispanic Committee hired 

Fernando Silva to cook chicken (pollo) and heat tortillas. Andy Reyes and his mother, Maria, provided beans and rice. Audrey 

Rolf made lemonade. All was free from 11:30-1:00, although more people came after one and eating and conversing continued 

until almost 2:00 pm. 

 

Many drivers looked at our signage (Joel Reyes made a great walking sign board!). Some pulled into the parking lot. Walkers 

stopped for a bite to eat and drink and a peek at the materials. Business owners from the mini mall to the west of our rock drive-

way came over for lunch and chatting (Javier Villegasôs wife, Lilliana, is pregnant and loved the pro-life displays; Javier owns the 

Farmers Insurance at the mini mall). Our fence-sharing neighbors on the west side of our lot stopped in with their three children. 

The father even mentioned how he wanted to fix the fence and clean up the fallen tree limbs! 

 

Many materialsðArch books, Portals of Prayer, Bibles, Sunday Mass times and book markers (apoyos-helps, supports)ðwere 

available in Spanish and English. Lutherans For Life and Kansans For Life, two pro-life groups, had displays and materials. It 

was a day of giving. All was free. Pollo for the stomach (Fernando is the best chicken chef in Wichita!) and apoyos for the soul. 

About 80 visitors and members celebrated. Many members gave me recommendations for next yearôs Cinco de Mayo celebration. 

 

THE  Rev. Daniel Conrad is now in Mexico City WITH his wife Kathy and daughter Anna. They moved as a family on May 2 

after Annaôs papers were approved (Anna was born in Venezuela, so it took a bureaucratic miracle to get her papers from Vene-

zuela to the United States to Mexico). Keep up on Rev. Conradôs mission work of training pastors via the monthly newsletter that 

appears online and posted on the bulletin board between the narthex and Mueller Hall. 

GRACEôS Hispanic Committee (Glen Rolf, Donna Lehane, Nicole Boyle and Rev. Brockman) has applied for another loan from 

the Lutheran Church Extension Fund. LCEF granted us $750 for use through June of this year (we are in the process of making 

single-room air conditioners for Food Pantry customers). The committee requested $1500 for next yearôs Cinco celebration. 

En Cristo, Padre Miguel 


