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OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  òActively Share, Care, and Encourage others to follow Jesus Christ.ó  

 
 

ñWe waited, and at last our expectations were fulfilled.  When the Patriarch sang óChrist is risen,ô a heavy burden fell 

from our souls. We felt as if we also had been raised from the dead. All at once, from all around, the same cry re-

sounded like the noise of many waters. óChrist is risenô sang the Greeks, the Russians, the Arabs, the Serbs, the Copts, 

the Armenians, the Ethiopiansðone after another, each in his own tongue, in his own melodyéComing out from the 

service at dawn, we began to regard everything  in the light of the glory of Christôs Resurrection, and all appeared 

different from what it had yesterday; everything seemed better, more expressive, more glorious. Only in the light of 

the Resurrection does life receive meaning.ò 
 

As we begin Lent, we sometimes forget where Lent takes us: to the Resurrection, to Easter! We sometimes get bogged 

down by the dark, purple colors, symbolizing our Lordôs backward sort of royaltyðremember, Heôs the dying king. 

We get caught up in giving up sweets or TV for Lent, and forget that this is also a time for increased devotion, and 

restrained joy. As we hear in the Ash Wednesday liturgy, ñFrom ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a 

time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His 

Word and draws from it life and hope.ò We draw life and hope not from our humble works, but from the Word, from 

Christ Himself, risen from the dead. 
 

So Lent will be marked by gathering around His Word in preparation for Easter, for Resurrection and loud shouts of 

ñAlleluiaò! Because it was the Word of the Lord that repelled Satan during Christôs 40 day fast in the wilderness, 

weôll gather around our Lordôs Word at Pulpit, Altar, and Font. On Wednesdays weôll increase our devotion and re-

ception of the Word by meeting for services structured around the Catechism, intended to train us in the basics of the 

faith, that we may understand life in light of the resurrection. 
 

Lent teaches us that our Lordôs chief work was in His dying and rising for us. ñChrist is risenò is where this all heads. 

Ash Wednesday begins the season: ñRemember, O man, that you are dust. And to dust you shall returnò (Gen 3:19). 

On Ash Wednesday we mark you as the dying with the sign of the Holy Cross. This cross sometimes gets a bit 

smudged, or messyðthatôs okay, the cross is never neat and clean. Itôs not supposed to be pretty. And yet, thereôs still 

something beautiful about wearing that smudged, black, dusty cross. That filthy cross confess that your death is real 

and coming, yet at the same time, itôs not the final word for you: Christ has washed away your dustiness! Youôll return 

home and before bed youôll wash your face in waters resembling your Baptismal waters. Yes, death is real, and youôre 

marked as the dying, marked for burialðbut with restrained joy, you declare, ñso was Christ for me!ò 
 

The weeks of Lent are our time of saying, ñso was Christ for með.ò Lent offers us a Christ who is just as we are, but 

without sin. It offers us a Christ who suffers, undergoes temptation and trial, who hurts and is sorrowful. Lent gives us 

the Christ of the crossðthe same cross that went on our foreheads with dusty ashesðand then the pinnacle of Lent, 

where itôs all headed, is at the Easter Vigil, the resurrection from the grave. At that point all the ñAlleluiaôsò return, 

the joy is no longer veiled or restrained; itôll be like we were raised from the dead. The colors will be white, the sanc-

tuary, beautiful. From this Resurrection, weôll find life has great meaning. 
 

Yours in Christ our Life and Resurrection, 

Pastor Boyle 

 

Bishop Nikolai (Velimirovich), Missionary Letters.  

ñPreparing for Easteré 



 

 

 

In 1528 Luther preached three series of sermons on the Catechism. These eventually formed what became Lutherôs 

Large and Small Catechisms. On the Sunday before the first sermon series Luther made the following remarks: 

 

It has hitherto been our custom to teach the elements and fundamentals of Christian knowledge and life four 

times each year and we have therefore arranged to preach on these things...Because these matters are highly 

necessary, I faithfully admonish you to assemble at the designated time with your families. Do not allow your-

self to be kept away by your work or trade and do not complain that you will suffer loss if for once you inter-

rupt your work for an houréand besides, how much time do you spend drinking and swilling! You donôt count 

that, but when you are asked to spend time on Godôs Word you are disgusted. Woe to you who scorn this treas-

ure on account of your greed and will not give your servants a free hour to hear Godôs WordéI hold the office 

of pastor and I will preach these sermons; I will do my part and even more than we are obliged to do. 

(Lutherôs Works 51:135-36) 

 

Now, to err on the side of niceness, and hoping to win you over without calling you names, I invite you to join us for 

some preaching on the Catechism this Lent. Every Wednesday at 11am weôll pray, hear our Lordôs Word, and gather 

around the preaching of the fundamentals of the faith. Each week youôre invited to ñread aheadò and look through 

your Catechism before the service. The schedule will be as follows, each service beginning at 11am: 

 

 March 9th, Ash Wednesday: The 10 Commandments 

 March 16th: The Creed 

 March 23rd: The Lordôs Prayer 

 March 30th: The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

 April 6th: Confession and Absolution 

 April 13th: The Sacrament of the Altar 

 

As is Graceôs usual practice, weôll receive ashes on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday, as well as the Lordôs Supper. 

Also, though no Wednesday service during Holy Week, weôll gather for a Maundy Thursday service (11am), where 

weôll receive the Lordôs Supper as on the night when He was betrayed. On Friday, weôll celebrate a Good Friday    

service (11am), also with communion. And, new this year, weôll celebrate the Easter Vigil at 8pm on Saturday night. 

 

ñWhatôs an Easter Vigil?ò you ask. ñVigilò means ñkeeping watchðò itôs traditionally an all-night service on the eve 

of a major feast or holiday (thatôs where our tradition of Christmas Eve services began, from the vigil). The Easter 

Vigil connects the days of Holy Week, especially Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, and culminates in the           

resurrection of Christ. The early Christians would gather in the night full of expectation for Christôs return. The vigil 

consists of prayer, psalms, hymns, and Old Testament readings proclaiming the resurrection, leading into the Lordôs 

Supper as itôs high point. This service moves from the darkness of death (Good Friday) to the light of life (Easter). For 

the first time in 40 days youôll hear, ñAlleluia! Christ is Risen!ò 

 

The Easter Vigil is also traditionally a time for receiving members into the body of Christ. Baptisms often took place 

on the Easter Vigilðand they will this year, too! This yearôs Vigil will receive new members, who will spend the 

Lenten season in repentant preparation and catechism study. The light of the Vigil will truly be the light of salvation 

and the life of our Church. I encourage all our members to attend these services as part of your Lenten preparation for 

the dying and rising of Christ Jesus. 

 

Yours in Christ our Life, 

Pastor Boyle 



 

 

Entering the Church's Liturgy: New Member Class, 2011 
If you're new to the Church and would like a run through the basics; or, if you've been here 
fifty years and think a tune-up's long over-due, please join us here at Grace on Thursday 
evenings in March and April for a New Member course. Pastor Boyle will teach on the ba-
sics of the faith, chiefly using Luther's Small Catechism. The class will run 7 weeks, begin-
ning this Thursday, March 3rd at 7:30pm. Expect an hour to an hour and a half, snacks, 
teas, coffee, and a good time. 

 

òThe love of God is like an ocean, you can see from where it 
comes  but you can never see where it ends.ó 

 

 This saying was among a host of animal slides demonstrating love.  

The first time through the slide presentation I flipped right pass these 

words.  Oh, I read them, and hit the òenteró button and moved right on.  

Two slides later, a light bulb went off.  I ended up going through the whole 

slide show again.  Except this time, when the slide with the above words ap-

peared, I stopped; read the words several times, even copied them onto a piece of paper.   

 The Bible is full of stories of Godõs love, showed upon His people.  It is hard to find a single page 

where the love of God is not expressed or shown.  Godõs love is vast, uncontainable by humankind.  It 

surpasses all the imagination we as human possess.  

 A few years back, the song, òLove Makes the World Go Round,ó was very popular, òMaybe you 

remember humming the words or even singing along.  How true this is.  But it is Godõs love that makes 

the world go round.  We just continually experience it each and every day in our lives.  We can see it hap-

pening.  We can feel it within ourselves.  We can see it affecting those around us.  But we can never see 

where it ends.  You see, Godõs love never ends.   

 

Deacon Aaron Hastings 

SAY òYESó TO GOD 

òMany think of self-denial as giving up something during the Lenten season. Others 
have said that it is to be dead to self, or even to hate self. I disagree with these opinions. 
When Jesus referred to self-denial (Mark 8:34), he was not talking about denying our-
selves some luxury item or denying the reality of self or the needs of self. Rather, he was 
focusing on the importance of renouncing self as the center of our life and actions.  
 
òIn other words, self-denial is the decision of each of his followers to give over to God 
his body, career, money and time. A true disciple is willing to shift the spiritual center of 
gravity in his life. Self -denial is the sustained willingness to say no to oneself in order to 
say yes to God.ó  
        (Newsletter Newsletter 2011) 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS  

                                             FOR MARCH 
 

 Many regions in our country have been struggling through one 

of the severest winters in recent memory.  As this article is being 

written, Punxsutawney Phil (the official prognosticator of the 

coming weather) says spring is just around the corner.  Unfortu-

nately, historically, old Phil is correct on his predictions only 

39% of the time.  Regardless, the people living in many parts of 

our country ravaged by winter storms look forward to the com-

ing of spring on March 20 with the confidence that better 

weather is on the way.  Spring ushers in a new start as fields, 

orchards and gardens are prepared for the raising of new crops 

that will produce food for all Godôs creatures. 

 

On March 9, Ash Wednesday ushers in the season of Lent.  For 

Christians this is a very special time for examining their lives in 

the light of Godôs Word and will.  Lent provides an extended 

opportunity to review the work of Jesus for the salvation of sin-

ners.  This season begins with the stark reminder that we came 

from dust and will return to dust again.  The season ends with 

the death and burial of Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sins of the world.  During this season we are reminded of the 

seriousness of our sin and the supreme sacrifice of Jesus to earn 

forgiveness for us and all people on earth.  With repentant hearts 

we seek forgiveness for all our past sins and ask for the power of 

the Holy Spirit to live lives pleasing to God and beneficial for 

our neighbors. 

 

What really counts for us is how we use the time between our 

birth and our death.  That ñin-between timeò is Godôs gift that 

He intends for us to use wisely and well.  We remember that we 

became stewards on the day we were born and became Christian 

stewards on the day when we were baptized.  Christian stewards 

recognize that by the grace of God we have been created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 

for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10 NIV)  

 

Christian stewardship is about so much more than our use of 

money.  Christian stewardship is a lifelong journey on which we 

are to manage all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs purposes.  

And because God is so good and gracious we have been blessed 

with many things to manage and use.  How we use our time, 

how we use our gifts and talents, how we manage our money, 

how we strengthen our relationships, how we care for Godôs 

creation are just some of the things we manage.  Christian stew-

ardship is whole-life, year-round and for all ages.  And just like 

spring is a promise of new life for the earth, so Lent is a great 

time for reflection and a fresh start. 

 

Regret looks back. Worry looks around.  But faith looks up 

and for that reason Christian stewards practice good steward-

ship of all of life and lifeôs resources, and do it freely and joy-

fully!  
 

 Glen & Audrey Rolf, Chairman Board of Stewardship 

 Reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources      

Wayne Bacon (Sharon)         Ginny Doesken   

Mylon Fredrickson      David Gardner (Evelyn)      

Georgena Lessman     Ginger Manchesian (Rex)     

Don McAdoo     Esther Nelsen     

Delbert & Ann Ruckle           Lorene Thrash  

          Out - of - Town Shut - ins  

Perry Sakata    Lorraine Wiseman  

Area homeless shelters 

can always use the  

following items: paper 

plates, Styrofoam cups, 

napkins, paper towels, 

soup,  shampoo, laun-

dry detergent and 

monetary donations are 

always appreciated.  Please remember those who are 

without a regular home to go to. 

The Food Pantry at 

Grace Lutheran 

Church asks for      

Spaghetti and          

Spaghetti Sauce dur-

ing the month of 

March.  Please bring 

this item to Church on  Sundays in March and place 

in the collection box in the Narthex. .  Many thanks 

for your help and service to the poor in our 

neighborhood. 



 

 

 

Emergency Telephone Numbers  
These are more effective than 911  

 

When ð  

You are sad, phone John 14  
You have sinned, phone Psalm 51  
You are facing danger, phone Psalm 91  
People have failed you, phone Psalm 27 
It feels as though God is far from you, phone Psalm 139  
Your faith needs stimulation, phone Hebrews 11  
You are alone and scared, phone Psalm 23  
You are worried, phone Matthew 8:19-34  
You are hurt and critical, phone 1 Corinthians 13  
You wonder about Christianity, phone 2 Corinthians 5:15-18  
You feel like an outcast, phone Romans 8:31-39  
You are seeking peace, phone Matthew 11:25-30  
It feels as if the world is bigger than God, phone Psalm 90  
You need Christ like insurance, phone Romans 8:1-30  
You are leaving home for a trip , phone Psalm 121  
You are praying for yourself, phone Psalm 87  
You require courage for a task, phone Joshua 1  
Inflation and investments are hogging your thoughts,  
                                                                  phone Mark 10:17-31  
You are depressed, phone Psalm 27  
Your bank account is empty, phone Psalm 37  
You lose faith in mankind, phone 1 Corinthians 13  
It looks like people are unfriendly, phone John 15  
You are losing hope, phone Psalm 126  
You feel the world is small compared to you, phone Psalm 19  
You want to bear fruit, phone John 15  
Paul's secret for happiness, phone Colossians 3:12-17  
With big opportunity/ discovery, phone Isaiah 55  
To get along with other people, phone Romans 12  

 

ALTERNATE NUMBERS  

For dealing with fear, call Psalm 47  
For security, call Psalm 121:3  
For assurance, call Mark 8:35  
For reassurance, call Psalm 145:18  

ALL THESE NUMBERS MAY BE PHONED DIRECTLY.  
NO OPERATOR ASSISTANCE IS NECESSARY.  

ALL LINES TO HEAVEN ARE  
AVAILABLE  24 HOURS A DAY.  

FEED YOUR FAITH, AND DOUBT WILL STARVE TO DEATH 

Bethany Lutheran Church  
Blood Drive  

 

Sunday, March 6, 2011 
 

11:30 a.m. - 4:15 p.m. 
 

On the Red Cross Donor Coach 
 

For an appointment please call, 
Darlene Nuse, 316-650-2281 

 

Walk where Jesus walked on a 10 day 
Tour of the Holy Land with hosts 
Rev. Clifford and Lois Winter of 
Wichita, Ks. Oct. 26-Nov. 4, 2011.  
 Includes round trip airfare from 
NYC, first class hotels, and 16 
meals.  Visit Nazareth, Bethlehem, 
Cana, Jerusalem, Quamran and 
more.  Only $2,599.00.  Email loiswin-
ter@yahoo.com or call 316-942-5811 
for brochure. 
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