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The Ascension of Humanity
“And truly great and unspeakable was their cause for joy, when in the sight of the holy multitude, above the
dignity of all heavenly creatures, the Nature of mankind went up…Christ’s Ascension is our uplifting.”
~ St. Leo the Great, Sermon 73.4
Thursday, May 5th (Cinco de Mayo!) marks the 40th day on
the Church’s calendar of our Lord’s resurrection. It’s the
day on which the Incarnation of God as man finds its
completion. The mission of God—His coming down from
heaven, defeating sin, death, and devil, and taking man,
again, into God—finds its goal, completion, fulfillment,
telos in the Ascension of Christ to the right hand of the
Father. That’s why God became man (to St. Anselm’s
pressing question: Cur Deus Homo?). Indeed, that’s why
God died. That’s why God rose again from the dead. It’s
all for the sake of man being restored as fully man—that
is, to again be with God in faith and love.
We sometimes forget what it means to be man—that is,
human. Our world would say to err is human. But what
would that say of Christ? We confess that Jesus is true
God, begotten of the Father from eternity; and also true man,
born of the Virgin Mary. With the letter to the Hebrews we
confess that He is like us in all things, except without sin
(Heb 4:15).
Our world also says that what makes a man unique is his
independence—that he’s to follow his heart, his will, his
passions, his yearnings. But though we gladly say with
St. Paul that it is for freedom that Christ has set us free (Gal
5:1), our freedom is not to be independent from God or
our neighbor, but from the coercion of the devil and the
bonds of our sin. Luther describes the true freedom of a
Christian this way:
A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all,
subject to none.
A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all,
subject to all.
That is, man isn’t independent of either his Lord, who
gives him all good things, or his neighbor, for whom his
love and works are required. Man is most free when
rightly oriented in faith toward God and love toward the
neighbor.
Clearly, our world has humanity all wrong—as we see it
in such disarray today. We’re not sure what it is to be
man or woman, which bathroom to use, or who can
marry whom. Our confusion comes from defining man
apart from Christ—apart from the word of His testimony

in the Scriptures (both OT and NT!), and apart from the
way the Church participates in Him in her liturgical life.
Ultimately, what it means to be human is to have faith
and love; and so we pray weekly in the post-communion
collect:
We give thanks to You almighty God that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift. And we implore
You, that of Your mercy, You would strengthen us in
faith toward You, and fervent love toward one another.
Faith and love—that’s what it is to be man. And that’s
Jesus. He is the faithful, obedient Son, who says and
does as the Father has bidden Him to say and do: “I do
nothing on My own authority, but speak just as the
Father taught Me” (Jn 8:28). And He is the love of God
incarnate. God who is love (1 Jn 4:8), has made His love
known to us in His Son: “For God loved the world in
this way, that He gave His only-begotten Son” (Jn 3:16).
And though we’re given to participate in both faith and
love here and now, our participation is always
incomplete and imperfect. Our faith is never as strong as
we’d like. And our love for others often fails. What sustains both faith and love is our Lord’s word of forgiveness—through the font, pulpit, and altar.
But “what we will be has not yet appeared” (1 Jn 3:2).
More is yet to come. The Book of Revelation unfolds
who we are as those gathered around the throne, before
the Lamb. And it’s the Ascension of Christ that shows
our common Christian destiny.
What goes for Jesus goes for all those united to Him; or,
as St. Paul frequently says: those who are in Christ. He’s
our forerunner (Heb 6:20). He’s gone behind the veil, to
the bosom of the Father; and in Him, you also.
The Ascension of Christ is the reality of our life in God.
Some call it theosis, others deification—St. Peter speaks
of “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4). In any
case, this is ours now by faith in Christ. And it is ours
more fully in His ascension to the Father—for there we
see with certainty that for which we hope: the return of
man (humanity) to God.
Yours in Christ, our Ascended Lord, Pastor Boyle

I have had the pleasure of presenting three Heroes of the Faith at the Hall of Men (Eighth
Day Institute) over the last few years. First I taught about Lutheran hymn writer extraordinaire Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676). Later I pushed forward parish pastor Claus Harms
(1778-1885) as hero. In February I praised the life, work and death of St. Polycarp-deacon, presbyter and bishop in the first and second centuries. I’m now considering a
fourth hero, though he yet lives. That newest hero is Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet Gonzalez of Cuba.
I was sent some information recently on the life and faith of Dr. Biscet from a Kansans For Life member, which
information coincided with the visit to Cuba in March of President Obama, Mrs. Obama and daughter Sasha.
While the Obamas were visiting Head Cuban Communist Castro, attending a baseball game between Cuban
professionals and the Tampa Bay Rays (of which the Obamas stayed for just 3 innings) and touring Havana, Dr.
Biscet was watched and kept out of the Obama spotlight. Consider these facts about Dr. Biscet.
Dr. Biscet earned his medical degree in Havana in 1985. A year later he voiced his concern about the long hours
Cuban doctors were expected to work for little pay under the state-run medical system. He was suspended. He was
allowed to return to practice in 1987, but voiced a greater concern—over abortion practices. He began to
coordinate activities to oppose human rights’ violations, including abortions. In 1994 he was charged with
“dangerousness” and in 1997 he did a dangerous thing: he conducted a clandestine research study at the Obstetric
Pediatric Hospital in Havana documenting unofficial statistical data on abortion techniques. Many mothers told of
how their newborns were killed after birth.
Early in 1998 he founded the Lawton Foundation to protect individuals and to publish certain documents and
studies on abuses. The Foundation is involved in many pro-life and human rights activities in Cuba. Dr. Biscet was
expelled from the Cuban National Health System in February of 1998, just two months prior to the study being
publicized outside of Cuba. Dr. Biscet’s wife, Elsa, a nurse, was also forbidden from practicing nursing. In March
of 1998 the family was evicted from its home. The Biscets have lived these past 18 years by the charity of friends,
as Dr. and Elsa refuse to be expelled from their home country.
Interestingly, the plight of the Dr. Biscet has not been hidden. In May of 2004, after spending three years in a
Cuban prison where he was threatened, beaten, psychologically mistreated and allowed visits only every three
months, Dr. Biscet received a Doctoral Degree in Honoris Causa from Miami Dade College. In November of
2007, he received the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Bush. A month later at a ceremony in Berlin, he
was given the Dr. Rainier Hidelbrandt Medal, the award for International Human Rights. Then in February of
2008 came a human rights award from the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic. All these awards were received
in absentia, as Dr. Biscet has been in and out of Cuban prisons since 1999.
The Pennsylvania-sized island of Cuba lies just 100-miles from the first pieces of concrete of Florida Highway 1 at
Key West. Many Cubans try to make their exit from Cuba to Key West. The recent history of Cuba (1959-present)
has been no more peaceful than the years from the Cuban War of Independence against Spain (1895-1898) to end
of the Fulgencio Batista reign (1958). One dictator after another has ruled at his pleasure during these 121 years,
even though one dictator’s goal was to make Cuba ‘the Switzerland of the Americas.’
Government now operates education, medical care, supermarkets, restaurants and industries like sugar production.
Cubans have just recently “received permission” from the government to build their own homes and to own “small
businesses” in “certain sectors.”
Caridad Diego is head of Religious Matters in Cuba. She is fond of saying, “If you behave yourselves you can
obtain whatever you like.” Dr. Biscet would like that Cubans have the freedom to worship without government
interference. He would like that life, from the womb to the tomb, be protected in Cuba. This does not comport with
the government.
Pray for Dr. Biscet and his family (daughter Winnie now lives in Florida). Pray for the government of Cuba. Pray
that the Gospel, which has never been totally shut out of Cuba, may spread a broader light over those many who sit
in darkness.
Pastor Brockman

N.B. Kansas abortion statistics for 2015 were released in mid-April by the Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment (KDHE). The
figures revealed an overall 4.4% drop from 2014 and the lowest abortion total since 1987. 6,931 abortions were done in Kansas
in 2015. KDHE reports 53% (3,579) were obtained by Kansas women and teens and 47% (3,395) obtained by non-residents. KDHE
includes an additional 43 Kansas women who obtained abortions outside Kansas for a total of 6,974. The release revealed that 14%
fewer abortions (down to 720 in 2015 from 834 in 2014) were obtained in Sedgwick County, which covers the city of Wichita.

Source: The Lutheran Witness April 2016

From Our Confessions…The Small Catechism
The Ten Commandments
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household
The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.
The Second Commandment
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name,
but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.
The Third Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and
gladly hear and learn it.
The Fourth Commandment
Honor your father and your mother.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor
them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.
The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support
him in every physical need.
The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and
husband and wife love and honor each other.
The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in
any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.
The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt
his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.
The Ninth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it
in a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it.
The Tenth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbor.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers, or
animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty.
[The text of the commandments is from Ex. 20:3, 7, 8, 12–17.]
to be continued next month...

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)

Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Matins
Reading Discussion
Prayer
Lunch
2016 Reading Schedule:

Locations:
Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

May 17 (Grace, Wichita)
Chemnitz, Martin. Chemnitz's Works, Volume 6: The Two Natures in Christ. St. Louis: CPH, 1971; 2007.
June 21 (Trinity, Wichita)
Stephenson, J. & T. Winger, eds. You My People, Shall Be Holy: A Festschrift in Honor of John W. Kleinig.
Nagel, Norman E. “Bestowing Hands and Potestas ordinis” (pgs. 165-204)
Senkbeil, Harold L. “Lead Us Not into Temptation: Acedia, the Pastoral Pandemic” (263-274)
Stephenson, John R. “Towards an Exegetical and Systematic Appraisal of Luther’s Scattered Thoughts on
Episcopacy” (275-296)
Weinrich, William C. “Leviticus as a Christian Book: Patristic Instances” (297-312)
Winger, Thomas M. “The Priesthood of the Baptised: The Testimony of Luther, Peter, Humpty Dumpty,
and a Goat” (313-336)

GRACE/TRINITY
CONFIRMATION
Eve of Pentecost, May 14
Vespers Service - 5:30 p.m.
Followed by:
Examination of Confirmands
6:30 p.m.
The Rite of Confirmation will take
place on the Feast of Pentecost,
Sunday, May 15

Cinco de Mayo
Celebration
@ Grace
Thursday, May 5
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Amber Monique Alber
daughter of Ruth Ann Alber
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences

Please Re-Enroll
Your Dillons
The microwave oven that was in Mueller Hall
kitchen quit working. If you have one to “spare”
or are replacing one we would be glad to be on
the receiving end of your old one. Thank you.

Card!
We thank you all, our friends and
families, who
supported Grace
Lutheran Church by claiming us
as your Dillons Community Rewards recipient in 2015. **BUT
YOU MUST RE-ENROLL
WITH GRACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH #10202 AS YOUR DILLONS COMMUNITY REWARDS RECIPIENT FOR 2016!!!**
If you have chosen to receive email notifications via your Dillons
account, you should have received an email with a graphic asking
you to click to “KEEP CURRENT ORGANIZATION”.
If you missed that email, just log in to your Dillons Plus Card
account at www.dillons.com/communityrewards, select the
“Community Rewards” tab, and search for and choose GRACE
LUTHERAN CHURCH #10202. Then just swipe and shop as
usual!
THANK YOU!

2016 Seminary Candidate & Vicarage Placements
Within the Kansas District
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne
Candidate
Christopher Craig
Joshua Woelmer
Cody Norton
Brent Horne
Sean Kilgo
(Associate)

The Windows
Jonathan Scheck

Lord, how can man preach Thy eternal word?
He is a brittle crazy glass:
Yet in Thy temple Thou dost him afford
This glorious and transcendent place,
To be a window, through Thy grace.
But when thou dost anneal in glass Thy story,
Making Thy life to shine within
The holy Preachers; then the light and glory
More rev'rend grows, & more doth win:
Which else shows waterish, bleak, & thin.
Doctrine and life, colors and light, in one
When they combine and mingle, bring
A strong regard and aw : but speech alone
Doth vanish like a flaring thing,
And in the ear, not conscience ring.
~ George Herbert (1593-1633)

George Herbert was an Anglican parish priest in
England in the 1600s.
His poetry is world renowned. He wrote this poem
about how stained glass windows enhance and fortify
the words of the preacher.

Vicarage
Erik Sorenson

Placement Location
Bethlehem Lutheran , Sylvan Grove
Zion Lutheran, Vassar
Christ Lutheran, Wathena
Immanuel Evangelical, Canton
First Lutheran, Sabetha
Immanuel Lutheran, Fairview
St. Paul Lutheran, Fairview
Zion Lutheran, Hiawatha
St. Paul Lutheran, Oswego
Trinity Lutheran, Parsons
Risen Savior, Basehor

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
Candidate
Timothy Roth
John Werner
Vicarages
Michael Hofmann
Andrew Kubowicz

Placement Location
St. Peter Lutheran, Humboldt
Our Savior Lutheran, Marion
Zion Lutheran, Hillsboro
Beautiful Savior, Olathe
Ascension Lutheran, Wichita

LIVING AS STEWARDS
May 2016
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

Do we Christians really have to tithe? Are we really under a compulsion to give? Aren't we free? Don't we
have a freedom from the law that was purchased for us by Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection?
The problem is that our sinful flesh uses our freedom for selfishness. Christ did not die and rise so that we
could give less and do less good work in the world. He died and rose to free us from the compulsion of the
Law, to free us from a burden we could not bear.
We are missing the point completely if we use the freedom from the Law that Christ won by His passion,
crucifixion, and resurrection to give less, or to do less of any good work. Christ set us free to live in His image of faithfulness, generosity, and kindness. We are free from the Law's condemnation so that we can walk
in the good works the Lord has prepared for us.
Our freedom is not given to indulge our sinful and selfish flesh. Our freedom was purchased and won by
Christ so that we could serve our neighbors — our family, our society, our church.
As a result, much of your freedom is not a freedom from, but a freedom to and for. You are not free from
serving your neighbor. You are free for service toward your neighbor—willingly and without compulsion.
You are not free from giving to your church; you are freed to give to your local congregation in joy, willingly, and without compulsion.
The reason you are free to serve, the reason you are free to give is because of Jesus Christ and the forgiveness of sin He won for you on the cross, which He delivers to you in the Gospel and the sacraments. That is
our motivation. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). And since God loves us in this way, by giving us His
only-begotten Son so that we do not perish, we also love one another in this way, by giving what we have so
that our neighbor does not perish.
If the God who has provided the sacrifice for your eternal salvation, the God who delivers that salvation to
you in Holy Baptism, the God who continues to forgive you and show you His faithfulness, if that same
God is the one who also promises to give you daily bread and take care of your earthly life, you can trust in
Him, even in giving. After all, Jesus Christ is proof that God loves you and will take care of you.

GRACE BENEVOLENT FUND:
Here at Grace we have a Benevolent Fund , used to help our members that require
emergency aid. For example: home or auto repairs, financial problems and etc. We have
used this fund quite extensively this season and almost depleted it. If you are so moved,
and can make a contribution toward replenishing this fund, put cash or check in an
envelope marked "Grace Benevolent Fund" and place it in the collection plate at any
Service. Thank you, from Grace Elders.

~HALL OF MEN~

BIBLE CLASS/
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Bible Class/Sunday School is at Trinity
during the month of May

~GAME NIGHT~
Friday, May 20, 2016
Trinity Chapel ~ 6 p.m.
Bring snacks & drinks,
pizza will be ordered.
All ages welcome!
See You There!

Ginny Doesken
Wayne Harris
Lorraine Koch
Ginger Manchesian
Ruth Ann Meyer
Julia Ruble
Anna Ruckle Bob Wellner

Join LC-MS
pastor, Rev.
Clifford and Lois
Winter of
Wichita, KS on a
12-day BEST OF
SCANDINAVIA
TOUR through
Denmark,
Sweden, and
Norway Sept. 14-25, 2016. Copenhagen, Stockholm,
Uppsala, Bergen, Oslo, plus mighty fjords,
cathedrals, castles, villages, and most meals!
Includes round-trip airfare from Chicago, guide,
hotels, deluxe motor coach, porterage, and all
admissions, airline surcharges, and taxes. Daily
devotions by Pastor Winter. Call 316-942-5811 or
email loiswinter@yahoo.com for brochure.

FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship hall
where the men break
bread, tap the keg, and
toast their heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month at Eighth Day Institute
at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas
Ave) Doors open at 7:00pm.
Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening events officially
begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a
lecture on a hero whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight for the renewal of our culture.
As usual, doors at The Ladder open at 7 pm. Food is
served around 7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll prepare for the
lecture with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic
and scripture readings, and the Nicene Creed. Then a
great lecture followed by good questions and discussion,
The Lord's Prayer, good fellowship, and just possibly a
few good smoke rings.

Sisters of Sophia
FOR WOMEN ONLY After almost seven years of Hall
of Men meetings, it is time to
offer something similar for the
ladies.
At Sisters of Sophia, we walk
with women of wisdom as we
learn from their lives. We meet
every third Tuesday of the
month. Our gathering is both
challenging and refreshing, as is
the camaraderie along the way!
Tuesday, May 17
6:15 Doors Open
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture on
St. Elizabeth the New Martyr; Grand Duchess
and Saint by Katherine Earles
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or
both! We will end promptly at 8:30, but women are
welcome to chat long after that! Supper is gratis, water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are
available on a donation basis. Please feel free to invite
friends through Facebook! **Childcare not available.
For more information and to RSVP go to:
http.//www.eighthdayinstitute.org/

COME & JOIN US!
We gather the last Wednesday
afternoon of each month to work
on quilts for Lutheran World
Relief and even some lap robes
for shut-ins. It is a time of fellowshipping together while working
together. Questions??? See a
LWML member.

WEBSITES TO VISIT:

www.kansaslwml.org
(Kansas site)

www.lwml.org
(National site)

www.kslcms.org
(Kansas LCMS site)

www.lcms.org
(Synod site)

The Food Pantry at Grace
Lutheran Church
Join us on Sunday, June 5, after the 8:00 a.m. Divine Service
and just prior to Bible Class/Sunday School, for a benefit breakfast sponsored by the Grace Board of Social Ministry. A freewill offering will be received to be used for purchasing groceries
for the Food Pantry.

asks for cans of peaches and jars of applesauce
during the month of May. Please bring these
items to Church on Sundays and
place in the collection crate located
in our Narthex. Many thanks for
your help and service to the poor in

Grace/Trinity
Lord’s Diner
Tuesday,
May 3 at 5:30pm

The 24th Annual Grace Board of Social Ministry Clothing Giveaway
will be held Saturday, August 6, 2016
The Board of Social Ministry would like to remind you that we are collecting adult and especially
children’s clothing for this benefit. It has been scheduled to help area children be ready for the
school year. Clothing can be brought to Grace Lutheran (3310 E. Pawnee) now.

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Michael C. Brockman
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday-Thursday
Closed on Mondays and Fridays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
3:15 p.m. Youth Catechesis
5:00 p.m. Sunday Afternoon Divine Service
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

Grace Elders

02 - Cameron Maltz
03 - Mary Jane Zumalt
05 - Logan Mueller
06 - Jennifer Reyes
19 - Cloyce Smith
20 - Audrey Rolf
Ezekiel Vincent
21 - Stephanie Stacey
23 - Susan Reed
24 - Faith Alber
26 - Vickie Delzer
27 - Judy Howard
Carmella Johnson
Lenny Rose
29 - Debbie Wellner
30 - T. J. Smith

01 - Anthony Scheffer
05 - Andrea Rinkenbaugh
09 - Jeanette Mueller
10 - Cynthia Schroeder
16 - Alfred Matz
17 - Vicki Bessey
21 - Diana Mefford
23 - Braden Maltz
24 - Ivan Thomas
25 - Debbie Wellner
26 - Cameron Maltz
Susan Reed
31 - Jesse Kollmeyer

Warren Balke
Michael Blanchard
Aaron Hastings
Al Matz
Tom Nickel
Glen Rolf

01 - LaVelle & Marge Haefner “50th”
18 - Derek & Amber Fortine
David & Roxann Gird
Kyle & Stephanie Nelson
22 - Terry & Tina Fortine
31 - Norman & Phyllis Brandyberry

