Grace Notes – May 2020
“By GRACE I’m saved, GRACE free and boundless…” ~ LSB 566:1
Volume 68, Issue 5

The Lord’s Prayer
“Thy Will Be Done”
“Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!”
~ Psalm 143:10
“Thy will be done.” Such a prayer confesses that our Lord’s will
isn’t always our will, nor is it always that of the world, or the
way we find things. If it was, we wouldn’t pray that it be done.
But if it isn’t being done—either in our own life, or in the
reality as we find it—then what does that say about God? This
is the difficulty of talking about God’s will.
In the Small Catechism, like many of the other petitions, we’re
taught to say:
“The good and gracious will of God is done even without our
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us
also.”
God’s will is done whether we like it or not and whether we
understand it or not. That’s where the problems come.
What does it mean to call something the will of God? And, is
everything that we see and encounter God’s will? Are we
simply determined to do His will, whether we like it or not?
Surely there are things in our own lives and in this world that
are not God’s will.
Sin isn’t God’s will. Satan isn’t God’s will. Death isn’t God’s
will. With that in mind, there’s much in this life that’s against
God’s will—and, scarier yet, there’s much in my own heart
that’s against God’s will. So, we pray: “Thy will be done.”
The question then becomes: How is God’s will done? Our
Catechism teaches us:
“God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan
and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which
do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and
when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith
until we die. This is His good and gracious will.”
Perhaps the most important point here is to see that His will is
done when He…not you, or I, or—well, you get the idea. He is
the doer of His will. And His will is to break and hinder every
plan and purpose that opposes His will—everything that sets
itself against Him and His way of being God.
Sin, death, and the devil are the three great enemies of God’s
will. His will is life—death stands against Him there. His will
is self-less love—sin curves us in on ourselves and sets us
against one another. His will is all that’s good, true, and
beautiful—Satan does what he can to destroy it all.
We Christians desire to do His will. As the Psalm says, “I
delight to do your will, O my God” (Ps 40:8). St. Paul says that
“we have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor 2:16). And Jesus says,
“For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and
mother.” (Mk 3:35)
So, as those who desire to do what He wills (at least, some of the
time), how do we know what He wills? How can we discern
what’s His good and gracious will, as opposed to, perhaps,
what’s been called His permissive or alien will? What does He

Grace Lutheran Church, Wichita, Kansas
Phone: 316-685-1571
E-mail: office@tlc.kscoxmail.com
Web: www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

send with delight versus what he allows in His patience?
Let’s make this a bit more concrete: what we’re enduring now
of COVID-19 and the various governmental edicts, the closing
of churches or the limiting of her gatherings—is this God’s
will? Has He sent this virus for a particular purpose? Has He
removed the Sacrament from so many to teach a needed
lesson? Is He angry? Or does His will not have anything to do
with it? Is His will impeded, incapable, or otherwise hindered
beyond His ability? These are the difficult questions of God’s
will. So, the question again is how do you know what God wills?
The will of God can also be called the mind of God, the desire
of God, or the Law of God. Minds communicate through
words. So, the way the mind of God communicates is through
the Word, Jesus Christ. Jesus is the desire of God, “My chosen,
in whom My soul delights” (Isa 42:1; Mt 12:18). And, He is the
Law incarnate, the will of God made flesh. So, if you want to
know the will of God, you look to Jesus.
Looking to Jesus is not the same as looking to reason, or
feelings, or somewhere else in your heart. In fact, looking to
Jesus often confounds each of these. For when we look to
Jesus, we find the cross—“a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles” (1 Cor 1:23). The will of God is the cross—that’s how
it goes for Jesus. And the word of the cross is found in the
Holy Scriptures and the breaking of the bread. There the Word
incarnate reveals Himself and His will as the crucified—“Did
not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while
he opened to us the Scriptures?... Then they told what had happened
on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the
bread.” (Lk 24:32, 35)
So, the will of God is known in the Word of God, Jesus
Christ—the Scriptures that attest to Him and the Sacrament by
which He reveals Himself. There, in preaching and Holy
Communion, God’s will is done. There you “discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom 12:2; Ps
73:17). There you find “your sanctification,” which is the will of
God (1 Thess 4:3). There you “Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thess 5:16-18)
Again, to make this practical, what is the will of God in this
mess we’re in today? It’s to hear the preaching of Jesus Christ
the crucified and to receive His body and blood in the
Eucharist. His will is that “all people be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4). That’s found in Christ the
crucified—preached from the pulpit, given at the altar, and
yours by faith. This is the good and gracious will of God.
Yours in Christ Jesus, the Will, Desire, and Law of God done for us,
Pastor Boyle

Receiving Christ’s Gifts

Our Upcoming Worship
DATE

FESTIVAL

May 3

Jubilate

May 10

OLD

EPISTLE

GOSPEL

Is. 40:25–31

1 Peter 2:11–20

Jn 16:16–22

467

483

155, 477,
461, 466

478

Cantate

Is. 12:1–6

James 1:16–21

Jn 16:5–15

556

266

155, 466,
941, 474

490

May 17

Rogate

Num. 21:4–9

James 1:22–27

Jn 16:23–33

768

766

155, 773,
633, 774

467

May 24

Exaudi

Ezek. 36:22–28

1 Peter 4:7–14

Jn 15:26-16:4

466

539

155, 487,
491, 652

493

Gen. 11:1–9

Acts 2:1–21

Jn 14:23–31

498

497

768, 501,
940, 500

834

TESTAMENT

May 31 The Feast of Pentecost

HYMNS

May WORSHIP & Study SCHEDULE
Sunday
Divine Services:
8am, Grace; 11am, Trinity
Misa en Español: 2p, Grace
Bible Study: 9:30a @ Trinity

Wednesdays
Bible Study: 9:30a @ Grace,
Divine Service: 11a @ Grace
Youth Catechesis: 5:15p @ Trinity
Evening Prayer : 7p @ Trinity

Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord
Thursday, May 21st at Immanuel Lutheran
(909 S Market St)

Beer & Brat dinner at 5pm
Divine Service at 7pm

Mon. - Fri.
Matins: 9am, Grace
Private Absolution
Fri., 4-5pm, Trinity

Pentecost Vigil Divine Service
Saturday, May 30th, 10am at Trinity

“Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest,
And make our hearts Your place of rest;
Come with Your grace and heav’nly aid,
And fill the hearts which You have made.” (LSB 498:1)

“Our Lord speaks and we listen. His Word bestows what it says.

Faith that is born from what is heard acknowledges the gifts received with eager thankfulness and praise…
Saying back to Him what He has said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure...
The rhythm of our worship is from Him to us, and then from us back to Him.
He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol them.
We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.”
~ Introduction to Lutheran Worship

Our church gathers around the Lord’s gifts every Lord’s day as well as various Feasts and Festivals.
We rejoice in the daily rhythm of prayer,
offering Matins (an ancient morning prayer service) at Grace, Mon-Fri at 9:00 a.m.
and Evening Prayer at Trinity, every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
For those seeking opportunity to confess their sins and hear our Lord’s forgiveness, we offer Private
Absolution on Fridays at Trinity, 3:30-4:30pm, or by appointment (just call the Pastor).

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts
FROM OUR CONFESSIONS
The Large Catechism by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
Conclusion of the Ten Commandments.
315] But see, is not that a cursed presumption of those desperate saints who dare to invent a higher
and better life and estate than the Ten Commandments teach, pretending (as we have said) that this
is an ordinary life for the common man, but that theirs is for saints and perfect ones? 316] And the
miserable blind people do not see that no man can get so far as to keep one of the Ten Commandments as it should be kept, but both the Apostles' Creed and the Lord's Prayer must come to our aid
(as we shall hear), by which that [power and strength to keep the commandments] is sought and
prayed for and received continually. Therefore all their boasting amounts to as much as if I boasted
and said: To be sure, I have not a penny to make payment with, but I confidently undertake to pay
ten florins.
317] All this I say and urge in order that men might become rid of the sad misuse which has taken
such deep root and still cleaves to everybody, and in all estates upon earth become used to looking
hither only, and to being concerned about these matters. For it will be a long time before they will
produce a doctrine or estates equal to the Ten Commandments, because they are so high that no
one can attain to them by human power; and whoever does attain to them is a heavenly, angelic
man, far above all holiness of the world. 318] Only occupy yourself with them, and try your best,
apply all power and ability, and you will find so much to do that you will neither seek nor esteem
any other work or holiness.
Continued next month… (read more at bookofconcord.org)

Bible Studies at Grace & Trinity
Every Sunday our churches dive deeper into the Scriptures and the Faith handed down to us by
the Church. We meet at 9:30am (between the two services) and alternate locations monthly—even
months at Grace, odd months at Trinity (this month it’s at Trinity).
We also offer a verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter study on Wednesdays at Grace at 9:30am.
We’re in St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians. Both Bible Studies resume the week of May 10.

FINAL TUESDAY MARRIAGE & FAMILY CLASS
Join us the last Tuesday each month at Trinity from 7-8:30pm for a
study and discussion of what marriage is, how it works, why we do
it, and how we might do it better for the sake of our family, this
world, and our own sanity. We’ll meet this month on May 26.

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)

Typical Schedule: (3rd Tuesday)

Locations:

9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

Matins
Reading Discussion
Prayer
Lunch

Buy your books at Eighth Day Books!

2020 Reading Schedule:
*Dates are tentative, due to the pandemic
May 19
(Grace, Wichita)
Anthony Esolen, Defending Boyhood: How Building Forts, Reading Stories, Playing Ball, and Praying to
God Can Change the World. (Charlotte: Tan Books, 2019). 195 pages.
**June 23
(Trinity, Wichita)
Bernard of Clairvaux, “The Treatises,” Selected Works. (New York: Paulist Press, 1987). 142
pages.
July 21
(Grace, Wichita)
Josef Pieper, Leisure: The Basis of Culture. (South Bend: St. Augustine’s Press, 1998). 160 pages.
August 18
(Trinity, Wichita)
Harold Senkbeil, The Care of Souls: Cultivating a Pastor's Heart. (Lexham Press, 2019). 362 pages.
September 15
(Grace, Wichita)
Pope Benedict XVI, The Word of the Lord (Verbum Domini). (Washington, D.C.: USCB, 2010).
130 pages.
October 20
(KS District Retreat Center, Herington**)
Martin Luther, “To The Christian Nobility of the German Nation, 1520.” LW 44:117-242.
125 pages.
November 17
(Grace, Wichita)
Mary Eberstadt, How the West Really Lost God: A New Theory of Secularization. (West Conshohocken: Templeton Press, 2013). 257 pages.
December 15
(Trinity, Wichita)
Jaroslav Pelikan, Divine Rhetoric: The Sermon on the Mount as Message and as Model in Augustine,
Chrysostom and Luther. (Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Press, 2001). 167 pages.

Diving deeper into Christ’s Gifts

Youth Catechesis *resuming May 13
Every Wednesday we meet from 5:15-6:45pm at Trinity to share a meal together, pray the catechism, and grow in the faith. While geared for ages 5-15, all are welcome to attend—parents, too!
Stick around for Evening Prayer at 7pm immediately following also!

If you’re interested in subscribing to The Lutheran
Witness, please email Derek in the Trinity office
at office@tlc.kscoxmail.com. He will contact the
Kansas District office and get you signed up.

May 3
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
"Rescue, Test, Rest" (Exodus 16)
May 10
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
"Stand a Little Taller" (Exodus 18)
May 17
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
"Words Matter" (Exodus 19)

May 24
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
TBD
May 31
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
TBD
KFTI 1070 AM 8:30 a.m. Sunday
K204DQ 88.7 FM 9:00 a.m. Sunday
www.lutheranhour.org

Sharing Christ’s Gifts

Hispanic Ministry
Grace is blessed with an opportunity to reach out to those in
our community who speak Spanish. We offer a Divine Service
(Misa en Español) every Sunday at 2:00p.m.
Also, once a month we offer Catechesis with a meal at
12:30pm. Throughout the year we celebrate various feasts as
well. Stop on by and check it out!
FAMILY PROMISE OF GREATER WICHITA
Family Promise empowers homeless families to achieve independence. They provide food and shelter nightly through
local churches, a Day House that serves as a central hub and consistent address for the families, and education for families working towards sustainable employment, housing, and personal goals. Every week volunteer churches provide
nightly meals and housing for the families. There are 26 churches involved in Family Promise, Trinity/Grace serve as a
Support Church to Lorraine Avenue Mennonite Church. As a Support Church we assist with meals, overnight duty, work
with families at the Day House, and provide snacks. We do this role 4 times each year, one week at a time. If you’re interested to get involved, please contact Amanda S. Carter at amandafriedrichs@yahoo.com or 785-614-2298.

Lord’s Diner

Please Pray for our Missionaries:

Due to the virus, the Lord’s Diner temporarily changed it’s service.
The first Tuesday each month we serve at the Lord’s Diner
(2825 S Hillside) from 5:15-7:30pm. If you already have a food
handler’s card—great! If you have one, but it is expired, that’s
okay—it still works! If you don’t yet have your card, get one
on-line: wichitaks.foodhandlerclasses.com.

Daniel, Kathryn, and Ana Conrad (Mexico City)
Jacob Gaugert (Togo)

Look for their current newsletter in the narthex.

GRACE FOOD PANTRY
All grocery donations are appreciated to help the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry. Each month specific items
are suggested. For May: large can of peaches or large jar or can of applesauce. Place donations in the narthex basket marked Grace Food Pantry. Non-perishables always appreciated.

All LWML activities are postponed until further notice. The
Spring Rally is also cancelled. For more up-to-date information, please contact Vicki Lessman vlessman@cox.net.

Sharing Christ’s Gifts

Christ’s Gifts IN THE COMMUNITY
THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
How it works:
Think about an unmet need in your community and how
you could help. Apply to lead your volunteer team in a one
-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that
can be completed within 90 days. Once your project is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action Kit, including:

ble to lead one per calendar year
(maximum of three).

Things to keep in mind:

Involve others
Bring together a volunteer team of
friends, family and people in your community to have a
bigger impact. It's not a gift or a grant. It's seed money, and
it's an investment to help get your project started or gain
• Promotional banner.
awareness for your cause, rather than directly giving the
• Invitations and thank-you cards.
money to (granting) or purchasing items for (gifting) your
• Thrivent Action Team T-shirts.
cause.
A $250 Community Impact Card you can use as seed mon- One action team, one project
ey to purchase project supplies and create promotional ma- Multiple members cannot apply to receive a Thrivent Acterials.
tion Kit to be used toward the exact same project.
How often am I eligible?
Report your success
All Thrivent members are eligible to lead a Thrivent Action Share your stories, photos and volunteer team info with us
Team. However, the number of teams each member can
after your event – this must be completed before applying
lead per year depends on his or her membership type. Ben- to lead your next Thrivent Action Team.
efit members are eligible to lead two Thrivent Action
LOG IN: www.Thrivent.com CLICK: “Making a
Teams per calendar year, and associate members are eligiDifference” CHOOSE: Thrivent Action Team.

Concordia Academy
Catechetical instruction, sacramental worship, and the academic pursuit of truth, goodness, and beauty—our school seeks to support the numerous area churches in rooting our
youth in the Word and finding their identity in who they are as the baptized children of
God. Our target start date is Fall of 2022. Pray for us, talk about us with friends, and consider joining the board. For more, see www.concordiaacademywichita.org or email us at
concordiaacademywichita@gmail.com.

For more ways to support life, visit:
Kansans for Life (KFL)
and Lutherans for Life (LFL)
May 3 – The joy that comes from the risen Christ cannot be taken
away (John 16:22). This is not a feel-good happiness dependent
upon circumstances. It is a fruit of Christ’s Spirit, the joy of our
salvation in Christ that circumstances cannot change or diminish.
Many of the life issues we deal with today are “joy robbers” and
present opportunities to share the joy of the resurrection. Gracious
Savior, fill my words with the comfort and hope of resurrection to everlasting life with You. Amen.

of the elect” (2:10). Faithful Lord, permit me to share You in the sufferings of my neighbors as You share in all my own. Amen.

May 24 – The loving Creator’s presence and power surmounts
every impediment to life and sanctifies all its impairments. He
works new life in those as dead as stones (Ezekiel 36:26), abundant life among those as abandoned as exiles (Ezekiel 36:24, 28),
and everlasting life for those as bereft as beggars (Ezekiel 36:2930). Jesus stoops these gifts into – and brings them up out of –
May 10 – Only the grace of God could supply as supreme a bless- every kind of uncleanness (Ezekiel 36:25). Dear Father, invite and
ing as a mother’s company and comfort. In the same way (John
involve us in Your overcoming. Amen.
16:7b), the Holy Spirit gives life and saves life even and especially
May 31 – The tower of Babel used God-pleasing technology but
when sorrow fills the heart (John 16:6). Indeed, the Word of fornot in a way that pleased God (Genesis 11:1-9). The technology to
giveness, joy, and hope He implants redeems both hopeless situacure disease and to enhance and prolong life is a gift from God.
tions and helpless souls for everlasting celebration (James 1:21).
The misuse of this technology, therefore, is an affront to God. The
Ever-present Redeemer, embrace us with Your Spirit until we trust
Spirit of Christ enables the believer to discern between what one
Your truth, follow Your way, and enjoy Your life. Amen.
is able to do and what one ought to do based upon the Word of
May 17 – Paul encourages Timothy, “Share in suffering as a good God. Almighty God, let Your Spirit fill me through Your Word and
soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3). Sharing in the suffering Sacraments so that all I say and do may bring Your glory to my neighof Christ sometimes comes when we share Christ and apply His
bors in need. Amen.
Word of Life to spiritual issues that are also controversial. But
faithfulness to the truth means to “endure everything for the sake

Christ’s Gifts IN THE COMMUNITY

*Hall of Men will resume May 14th. Pastor Boyle will be
presenting Rev. Dr. Norman Nagel.
Join our growing community of monthly members
who believe our culture desperately needs renewed.
Join our growing community of monthly members
who believe our culture desperately needs renewed.
Support Eighth Day Institute's efforts to renew culture
with a new monthly membership at the Patron level and
above, and in addition to regular perks, join us at one of
our signature events for free (Symposium, Colloquium,
Florovsky Week, Inklings Festival)!

• Friend: $12/month ($150/year) - includes access to digital library and quarterly Patristic Word.

• Patron: $35/month ($450/year) - plus 50% off all events,
10% discount at Eighth Day Books, and subscription to
print edition of quarterly Synaxis. Teachers & Clergy
qualify for the same benefits at $20/month ($300/year).
• Pillar: $75/month ($1000/year) - plus all events free,
invitation to private events with signature event speakers, EDI pint glasses and coffee mug.
www.eighthdayinstitute.org

On Mother’s Day, May 10th, we’ll send
home baby bottles for you to collect
change, cash, and checks to support Kansans For Life. This is an annual opportunity to support life on the local level.
The bottles are sent home on Mother’s
Day and returned on Father’s Day. Please
join us in supporting life from conception
to the grave.

SISTERS OF SOPHIA

Walking with women of wisdom
At Sisters of Sophia, we walk with
women of wisdom as we learn
from their lives. We meet every
third Tuesday of the month. Our
gathering of ladies is both challenging and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the way! Doors open at The Ladder at
6:15pm, Food and Fellowship at 6:30, Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture at 7:20, Q&A and Closing Prayer
at 8:15. Please come to break bread with us, learn with
us, or both! We end promptly at 8:30, but women are
welcome to chat long after that! For more information,
talk with Nikki Boyle (650-1402) or Nancy Metzger (684
-3415).
www.EighthDayInstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

An outreach of the Lutheran Church - Missouri
www.fairmountcoffee.com
www.facebook.com/FairmountCoffee
twitter.com/fairmountcoffee
www.instagram.com/fairmountcoffee

~ HALL OF MEN ~

Where the men break bread, tap the keg, and toast their heroes.
nd
th
2 and 4 Thursdays of the month at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
Doors open at 7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening events officially begin at 8:30pm with
a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives
and to fight for the renewal of our culture.

SUPPORTING Christ’s Gifts
A Sermon on “What To Give” by Pastor Geoffrey R. Boyle
Midweek Advent I, 5 December 2018
Mal 3:8-12, 1 Cor 16:1-4, Mt 23:23-24

In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
I realize it’s a bit uncharacteristic of me to talk about money—let
alone, to set aside these three midweek services to do so. Money is
one of those things that’s deeply personal, which is why our Lord
said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Mt 6:21)
When we talk about money we talk about our heart. And that can
get a bit uncomfortable.
I haven’t spent much time talking about money these last 8.5 years.
For some of you, that’s likely been a bit freeing. But at the same
time, I’m not sure how faithful it’s been. Of course our Lord talks
about money—quite a bit, actually—and rightly so. He talks about
all the things that make up this life, messy as it is. And with this
being the beginning of a new year, with new starts, new plans, new
commitments—not to mention it being, even in secular society, the
“giving season”—it seems like just as good a time as any to talk a bit
about money.
I’m going to try to keep it somewhat simple, each week offering
some very basic biblical direction on giving. We’re going to start
with What to give. Next week it’ll be Why we give. And then we’ll
talk a bit about the Spirit of giving. Normally, I think I would’ve
started with the why; then having given the rationale, described the
what. But perhaps that’s part of our problem: we often find ourselves waiting for a good “why” before actually doing any of the
“what.” So let’s talk about what we are to give.
When our Lord was picking numbers, He picked 10. Jesus asked for
a tithe of 10% to run the life of His Church. “Every tithe of the land,
whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the Lord's; it is holy
to the Lord.” (Lev 27:30) “Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But
you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are
cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the
full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” (Mal
3:8-10) And when we come into the NT, we don’t find less giving,
but more! Our Lord says in the Gospel today, “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected
the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you
ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” (Mt 23:23)
This law of the tithe was the means by which the Lord provided for
the priests and Levites and their service in the Tabernacle and then
the Temple. Now it’s true: this law—like all the laws of the OT—
was fulfilled in the person of Christ. He is in Himself the firstfruits
of creation and redemption (1 Cor 15:20, 23). He is the offering of
humanity to God, the chosen portion, the sacrifice. St. Paul speaks
of the law as a shadow, and Christ as the substance (Col 2:17); so he
says, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” (Rom 10:4)
So we’re free! We’re free of the demand for a tithe. Free from the
demand that we’ve got to give a literal 10%. But what does this freedom mean? In His fulfilling of the Law, our Lord does not abolish
the Law, as He Himself says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill
them.” (Mt 5:17)
So now what? Freedom is tremendously difficult for us. When we
pick numbers, we pick 2.7. Last I heard, that’s the average amount

given by LCMS members—2.7%. I don’t know how the numbers
play out in these congregations—I don’t know how many anyone
gives and I don’t oversee anyone’s tax returns. But let’s assume
we’re average. What happens when we pick our own numbers?
Well, we run our congregations like bankruptcies. There are bake
sales to pay the light bill, door offerings for missions, and most
meetings end up talking about the budget, not the task at hand. It
stresses the council, elders, and pastor, discourages volunteers, and
leaves very little—if anything!—for charity and outreach.
We stink at picking numbers. So what if we let Jesus pick? What if
every member of Grace and Trinity treated money the way our
Lord treated money? What if we picked 10? Well, our Lord tells us
in our OT reading today, “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” (Mal 3:10) Can you imagine that—no
more need? If every one of us adds up all the cash that Jesus puts into
his or her hands this year, then gives Jesus a rebate of 10%, everything will be just fine. His Church will have plenty to pay the bills,
run programs, do outreach, be generous, show mercy. In short,
we’ll act like Jesus.
So, what shall we give? Let’s start by picking the numbers Jesus
picks. Let’s start with 10, and recognize that it’s not the ceiling, but
the floor…For we’ve been freed from the guilt of the Law not to
be less generous, but more! Let’s give our firstfruits (Gen 4:4; Prov
3:9). Let’s give proportionally according to our income, according
to what’s been given—and even the poorest among us get to play,
like the widow and her mite. Let’s give regularly, on the first day of
the week, as St. Paul says in today’s Epistle: “Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do.
On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it
up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.” (Rom
16:1-2) The longer between gifts, the harder it is. Use 10% unless
there’s a good reason not to; and then it might be 5 or 15 or more.
You might consider that 10% was the number Jesus picked in the
OT. In the NT, while freeing us from the guilt and demand of the
Law, He didn’t free us to be misers. In fact, He freed us to give
more. Remember how it was for the first Christians, “And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by
day those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:44-47)
Money is hard, I know. But it doesn’t need to be. This time of year
a lot of it goes out and comes in. By giving a real 10% to the
Church we don’t just show our gratitude for the gifts we’ve received, we also share in the work of Jesus; and the Lord promises to
bless you in this giving as you participate in Him. And the blessing
He gives is to free you from the love of money.
In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SUPPORTING Christ’s Gifts
May LCMS Stewardship Article:
Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given
you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to
you.” (John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the
world, of course. Praise God – that job’s already done!
But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us,
we can follow Jesus’ example of generous giving. And this is not
merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s command. “The one
who contributes, (let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8)
So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we
bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus gave
His best. So we should give the first and best of what He has given us.
So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a
thoughtful plan to give generously, in proportion to the way He
has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability – and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we
can and should give a generous portion of the income that God
provides us to honor the Lord.
So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us.
There is no compulsion involved in our works of love and our
offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give
freely and cheerfully because we want to out of thanksgiving.
“Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7)
There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather,
we are free to give as generously as our Savior has given for us.
In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of
love – love for Him and for our neighbor. Genuine love is always
love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all. It is
love that sees our neighbor in need and gives generously to help
him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it
says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love,
our giving is not truly following Jesus.
Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good
purpose to thank the Lord and support His gospel ministry and
other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the
service of God’s gospel purposes, to construct and support the
operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the Lord
received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex.
36:5-6)
In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support
the Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of forgiveness, life, and
salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and needy.
Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let
us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves to following
Him in generosity.

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM
Grace & Trinity are registered with the Amazon
Smile program. Purchases made through
smile.amazon.com may have a portion of the proceeds donated to Trinity. Select either congregation
as your charitable organization in your Amazon
profile, or by using the link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0622407.
There is no change in selection, availability, or prices when using smile.amazon.com to support Grace
or Trinity through
the Smile program.

Do you shop at Dillons??
~Dillons

Community Rewards,
where shopping and giving come together~

Trinity’s organization number is:
QG377.
DONATE ONLINE
TO GRACE & TRINITY !

A PayPal account for each church is
set up.
CLICK HERE FOR TRINITY.
CLICK HERE FOR GRACE.

If you have any questions, see Sheryl Anderson, Rex Casner, or Jeanette Mueller.

VISIT US ONLINE

Every week we put our sermons online, as well
as the Congregation at Prayer. We keep an upto-date Google Calendar, to which you can
subscribe. We also include special events and
service times. Visit us on Facebook, too!
Grace: www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org
Trinity: www.tlcwichita.org
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www.gracelutheranchurchwichita.org
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3310 E. Pawnee
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SERVICE SCHEDULE
Mon—Fri:
9am Matins, Grace
Wed: 7pm Evening Prayer, Trinity
Sunday Divine Service:
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11:00 AM, Trinity

