
 

 

is no longer an assumed trait among us todayñin either 
the kingdom of this world or that of faith. How rare is it for 
someone to want to learn a new topic of theology? How 
surprisingly joyful it is for the pastor when a member asks 
a theological question! What we find more often today ñ
again, both in the Church and the Schoolsñare kids who 
just donõt care. Thereõs little desire to learn new subjects. 
Dorothy Sayers believes itõs because weõre no longer taught 
how to learn properly. She may be on to something. 
 

So whatõs needed in order to learn? Thatõs where Classical 
Education comes in. Now, donõt get bogged-down by the 
word òClassicalóñit used to just be called òeducationóñbut 
to distinguish it from òprogressiveó education, Classical 
distinguishes the two. Classical education consists of the 
Trivium  (grammar, logic, rhetoric) and the Quadrivium 
(arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy). Or, more 
simply: Language and Numbers. Set aside the numbers for 
now, itõs the language that matters most for Catechesis.  
 

In the Classical model you learn a subject by first mastering 
the grammarñand this is done best by memorization. Once 
the facts are learned you move on to the logic of how these 
facts fit together. Then, and only then, is one ready to per-
form those facts: speaking, writing, acting, playing ñ
whatever the subjectñitõs at this point that the facts are 
òput in oneõs own words.ó 
 

Catechesis is best done with these tools in place. First, by 
rote memorization, we memorize the facts of the faith, the 
six chief parts of the Catechism. We learn the words, the 
language of the faith. Once this is done, then we teach what 
the words mean and how they logically fit together. Only 
after that does the faith find proper, personal expression.  
 

Of course, this isnõt to say that faith is mere knowledge, 
requiring only the proper teaching method; but it isnõt 
something we come up with on our own ñat least, not 
without first having received it by hearing: òfaith comes by 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christó (Rom 10:17).  
 

This connection between Classical Education and Catechesis 
was once central to the Lutheran approach to education. 
Sadly, as education became more progressive, so did our 
Catechesis, with the result that that weõve lost the desire to 
learn new subjects, to desire growth and joy in the teaching 
of our Lord. Let us recover the lost tools of learningñboth 
for the strength of our society as well as the strength of our 
faith.  
 

Yours in Christ, our Teacher,  
Pastor Boyle 
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òFor the tools of learning are the same, in any and every subject; and the person who knows how to use them will, 
at any age, get the mastery of a new subject in half the time  and with a quarter of the effort expended by the per-

son who has not the tools at his command.ó Dorothy Sayers ~ The Lost Tools of Learning 

On December 17th at Grace weõll host an all-day sympo-
sium (conference) on Classical Lutheran Education. The goal 
is simply to answer three questions: 1) What is Classical 
Education? 2) Whatõs Lutheran about Classical Ed? And 3) 
What does Classical Lutheran Ed look like today? Weõve got 
some big names coming as keynote speakers, along with a 
number of really good breakouts. I really hope youõll come. 
 

As Lutherans we have a long tradition of Lutheran Educa-
tion. In 1524 Martin Luther wrote an address To the Council-
men of All Cities in Germany, in which he urges the council-
men to establish schools for the sake of well-trained citi-
zens. He stressed that the languages of Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew be the center of education: òAnd let us be sure of 
this: we will not long preserve the gospel without the languages.ó 
He also commended good biblical commentaries, strong 
histories, and time-tested poets. And this, not for the pur-
pose of producing pastors only, but soldiers, politicians, 
farmers, and bakers! Education, for Luther, was central to 
what it means to be a citizen; the better educated, the more 
successful and stable the society in which we live.  
 

But itõs not just about being a state citizen that Luther cared 
about; even more was being a citizen in the kingdom of 
heaven by faith. For that another kind of education was 
necessary: Catechesis, hence his Small Catechism in 1529. 
 

Catechesis forms the Christian faith by means of the word 
of God. And to accomplish this, there are certain tools at 
our disposal. Figuring out what the proper tools are and 
how to make use of them is key to a lasting Catechesis. Cer-
tainly the Scriptures and Catechism are central to Cateche-
sis; but how do we use them?  
 

Today, many have moved away from rote memorization 
and facts and history, taking up, instead, a personal expres-
sion that puts the faith in our own words. While this may 
sound like a good thing, when done in the wrong order, or 
without the proper foundation, it may, in fact, be detrimen-
tal to the faith.  
 

So it goes for education in general. The quote above from 
Dorothy Sayers addresses the tools for learning, which in 
1947, she believed we had already lost. òThe sole true end of 
education is simply this,ó she argued, òto teach men how to 
learn for themselves; and whatever instruction fails to do this is 
effort spent in vain.ó To learn for oneself, or think for oneself  



 

 

Donôt be surprised if you receive a Christmas card in the next few weeks rejoicing in Jesus the Savior, 

the Son of Mary, the Bearer of God, the Mother of God. He is and she is. He is God in the flesh and she 

is the one whose offspring was God. Cyril of Alexandria (376-444) wrote, "I am amazed that there are 

some who are entirely in doubt as to whether the holy Virgin should be called Theotokos or not. For if 

our Lord Jesus Christ is God, how is the holy Virgin who gave [Him] birth not Theotokos?ò 

Now Mary is not to be worshipped (Mariolatry) as though she assumed a part of the Holy Trinity or was 

a co-Redeemer with Jesus or was without sin. Nonetheless, Christians will adore Mary, rejoice in her faith and love and study her 

words and actions (Mariology). 

So, just what do we know of Mary? Much. Recall again these words about Mary and spoken by her. Study them. Do a Mariology 

in these days before December 25. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 

came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1:18 

In the sixth month (the pregnancy of Elizabeth) the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virginôs name was Mary. And he 

came to her and said, ñGreetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!ò  Luke 1:26-27 

And the angel said to her,ééééñbehold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.ò  Luke 1:31-32a 

And Mary said, ñBehold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.ò  Luke 1:38 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zecha-

riah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed with a loud cry, ñBlessed are you among women.ò  Luke 1:39-42a 

And Mary said, ñMy soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.ò  Luke 1:46-47 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registra-

tion when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
 
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 

house and lineage of David,
 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

 
And while they were there, the 

time came for her to give birth.
 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  Luke 2:1-7 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord
 
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, ñEvery male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the 

Lordò)
 
and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, ña pair of turtledoves, or two young pi-

geons.ò
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for 

the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 

ñBehold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed
 
(and a sword will 

pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.ò  Luke 2:22-25, 34-35 

 

A blessed ChristMasstide to you and yours.   
Pastor Brockman 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

GRACE AND  TRINITY  
ADVENT  AND  CHRIST -MASS SCHEDULE  

 

T  Order of  Advent Compline T  
Wednesdays, 7:00pm ~ at Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

12/7/16 ~ Midweek II ~ òThe Sun of Righteousnessó 
 

12/14/16 ~ Midweek III ~ òThe Word of the Lord Remains Foreveró 
 

12/21/15 ~ Midweek IV ~ òThe Prophet Like Mosesó 
 

 

T  Christ-Mass Services T  
 

12/24/16 ~ ChristMass Eve Candlelight Lessons and Carols 
Grace Lutheran Church ~ 7:00 pm 

 

12/24/16 ~ ChristMass Eve Divine Service (Midnight Mass) 
Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 11:00 pm 

 

12/25/16 ~ ChristMass Day Divine Service 
Grace Lutheran Church ~ 8:00 am 
Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 11 am 
No Catechesis or 5pm Service Scheduled 

 

12/31/16 ~ Eve of  the Circumcision and Naming of  Jesus 
Grace Lutheran Church ~ 7:00 pm 

 

1/1/17 ~ Feast of  the Circumcision and Naming of  Jesus 
Grace Lutheran Church ~ 8:00 am 
Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 11 am 
No Catechesis or 5pm Service Scheduled 

 

1/6/17 ~ Feast of  the Epiphany of  Our Lord 
Trinity Lutheran Church ~ 5:30pm 

*Open House at Pastor Boyleõs home following the service 
 

T T T  
 

 òFor unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.ó ~ Luke 2:11 



 

 

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio  
(Theological Reading Group) 

Typical Schedule:  Locations: 
9:00 ð 9:45 am Matins  Grace Lutheran Church 
9:45 ð 11:45 am Reading Discussion 3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS 
11:45 am ð Noon Prayer Trinity Lutheran Church 
Noon ð 1:00 pm Lunch 611 S Erie, Wichita, KS 

 

2016 Reading Schedule: 
December 20 (Trinity, Wichita) 
 Gieschen, Charles A., ed. The Law in Holy Scripture. St. Louis: CPH, 2004. 

1) Wenthe, Dean O. ñThe Torah Story: Identity or Duty as the Essence of the Lawò (pgs. 21-35) 

2) Allison, Dale C. ñJesus and Torahò (75-95) 

3) Das, A. Andrew ñBeyond Covenantal Nomism: Paul, Judaism, and Perfect Obedienceò (149-171) 

4) Scaer, David P. ñLaw in a Law-less Worldò (191-209) 
 

2017 Reading Schedule: 
January 17 (Grace, Wichita)  

Korcok, Thomas. Lutheran Education: From Wittenberg to the Future. St. Louis: CPH, 2001. (328pp) 
 

February 21  (Trinity, Wichita) 
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Creation and Fall. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1997. (207pp) 

 

March 21 (Grace, Wichita) 
Loehe, Wilhelm. Three Books about the Church (1845). Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1969. (180pp)  

 

April 18 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Vilmar, August Friedrich Christian. The Theology of Facts Versus the Theology of Rhetoric: Confession and Defense (1857). 

Fort Wayne: Lutheran Legacy, 2008. (127pp) 
 

May 16  (Grace, Wichita) 
Chemnitz, Martin. Church Order for Braunschweig-Wolfenbuttel: How Doctrine, Ceremonies, and Other Church-Related   

Matters Shall (By Godôs Grace) Be Conducted Henceforth (1569). St. Louis: CPH, 2015. (286pp) 
 

June 20  (Trinity, Wichita) 
Krauth, Charles Porterfield. The Conservative Reformation and Its Theology (1913). St. Louis: CPH, 2007. (830pp ï Assigned: 

1-328) 

July 18  (Grace, Wichita) 
Gerhard, Johann. On The Ministry Part Two (1625). St. Louis: CPH, 2009. (488pp ï selected chapters) 

 

August 15 (Trinity, Wichita) 
 Lang, Paul H.D. What an Altar Guild Should Know. St. Louis: CPH, 1964. (128pp) 
 

September 19 (Grace, Wichita) 
Harrison, Matthew C. At Home in the House of My Fathers (1841-1939). Fort Wayne: Lutheran Legacy, 2009.      

(826pp ï selected readings)  

ñLoehe on Waltherôs Doctrine of the Office of the Ministry and the Walther/Wyneken Visit, 1853ò (113-118) 

ñThe Pastorôs Responsibility for Care for the Physical Needs of Members of His Congregation, 1872ò (164-170) 

ñWhen Should an Orthodox Lutheran Flee a Corrupt Church?ò (176-179) 

ñCounsel to Remain in a Corrupt church: Make Them Throw You Out?ò (180-182) 

ñHow Can the Synod Remain United?ò (376-388) 

ñLetter from Wyneken to Walther on Anfechtungen, Depression, Doctrine, and Polemics, 1863ò (423-427) 

ñThe Offense of Divisions in the Church, 1905ò (632-634) 

ñThe Fruitful Reading of the Writings of Luther, 1930ò (686-692) 

ñOn the Lutheran Confessionsò (771-775) 

ñRevitalization of the Synod Shall Come from Neither Missions nor More Synodical Power: The Word Is the Only             

  Remedyò (pp794-799) 
 

October 17 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Luther, Martin. ñThe Freedom of a Christian (1520).ò LW 31:329-77. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp). 

 

November 21 (Grace, Wichita) 
Bucher, Richard P. The Ecumenical Luther: The Development and Use of His Doctrinal Hermeneutic. St. Louis: CPH, 2003. 

(161pp) 
 

December 19 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Von Schenk, Berthold. The Presence: An Approach to the Holy Communion. New York: Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., 1945. (181pp) 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

From Our ConfessionséThe Small Catechism 

Daily Prayers 

How the head of the family should teach his household to pray morning and evening  

Morning Prayer 

1] In the morning, when you rise, you shall bless yourself with the holy cross and say: 

     In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

2] Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord's Prayer. If you choose, you may, in addition, say this little prayer: 

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Thy dear Son, that Thou hast kept me this night from all harm and 

danger; and I pray Thee to keep me this day also from sin and all evil, that all my doings and life may please Thee. For into 

Thy hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Thy holy angel be with me, that the Wicked Foe may have 

no power over me. Amen. 

3] Then go to your work with joy, singing a hymn, as the Ten Commandments, or what your devotion may suggest. 

 

Evening Prayer 

4] In the evening, when you go to bed, you shall bless yourself with the holy cross and say: 

     In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

5] Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord's Prayer. If you choose, you may, in addition, say this little prayer: 

     I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Thy dear Son, that Thou hast graciously kept me this day, and I pray     

    Thee to forgive me all my sins, where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Thy hands I commend  

     myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Thy holy angel be with me, that the Wicked Foe may have no power over me.   

       Amen. 

Then go to sleep promptly and cheerfully. 

 

How the head of the family should teach his household to ask a blessing and return thanks. 

 

Asking a Blessing 
 

The children and servants shall go to the table with folded hands and reverently, and say: 

The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O Lord; and Thou givest them their meat in due season; Thou openest Thine hand, and satisfiest 

the desire of every living thing. 

Note: To satisfy the desire means that all animals receive so much to eat that they are on this account joyful and of good cheer; for 

care and avarice hinder such satisfaction. 

Then the Lord's Prayer, and the prayer here following: 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, bless us and these Thy gifts, which we take from Thy bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Returning Thanks. 
 

Likewise also after the meal they shall reverently and with folded hands say: 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. He giveth food to all flesh; He giveth to the beast his 

food, and to the young ravens which cry. He delighteth not in the strength of the horse; He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a 

man. The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy. 

Then the Lord's Prayer and the prayer here following: 

We thank Thee, Lord God, Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for all Thy benefits, who livest and reignest forever and ever. 

Amen. 

to be continued ...... 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

See more at:  http://lutheranreformation.org/history  

The Reformation  
Open your average world history 
�E�R�R�N�����D�Q�G���\�R�X�¶�O�O���I�L�Q�G���E�X�W���D 
 paragraph or two on the  
Reformation. The event appears a 
small drop on the timeline, but the 
Christian Church knows better.  
Over the next several months, we 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���³�)�D�F�H���R�I��
�W�K�H���5�H�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�´���L�Q���H�D�F�K���L�V�V�X�H���R�I��
Grace Notes. Follow along and  
discover anew the rich history of the 
Reformation.  


