
 

 

resurrection (Rom 6), union with Christ, and the means by 
which your sins are forgiven. It makes you who you are in 
Christ. Thatõs why we baptize babies and are sure to use 
water with the words of Christõs institution (Mt 28:19). 
 

Confession and Absolution is a tricky sacrament. At times 
our confessions call it a sacrament, sometimes they donõt. 
In any case, Holy Absolution is the gift of Godõs grace for 
particularly troubled consciences. As we go through life 
with Godõs Word, we become acutely aware of our sin 
through His Law and desire His Gospel. Private Absolution 
is that Word of Gospel, and in many ways, it is the exten-
sion of who we are as the Baptized. Luther put it this way 
in his Large Catechism: 
òWhen I urge you to go to Confession, I am doing nothing else 
than urging you to be a Christian. If I have brought you to the 
point of being a Christian, I have thereby also brought you to 
Confession.ó (Brief Exhortation to Confession, 32)  

 

Finally, the Lordõs Supperñalso called Eucharist, Breaking 
of Bread, Sacrament of the Altar, and Massñis vehemently 
defended by our Confessions. The Apology states, 
òAt the outset, we must again make this preliminary state-
ment: we do not abolish the Mass, but religiously keep and de-
fend it. Masses are celebrated among us every Lordõs Day and 
on the other festivals.ó (Apol XXIV.1)  

 

The Mass is the Body and Blood of Jesus. Whatever hung 
on the Tree of the cross, whatever poured from His hands 
and sideñthat is whatõs given us in this meal. For us, òIsó 
means òIsó! Therefore, Holy Communion isnõt just a gath-
ering of the faithful ñthough it is that, tooñitõs also a sol-
emn reception of Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and 
drink for the forgiveness of sins. As the Confessions say, 
we celebrate this great feast every Lordõs day and on other 
feasts and festivals. We receive His body and blood with 
repentant hearts and a firm faith as the medicine of immor-
tality and a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

With each of these Sacraments, our Church is constituted 
on Christ Himself. Itõs all grace, all forgiveness, as Luther 
said in the Large Catechism: 
òEverything, therefore, in the Christian Church is ordered to-
ward this goal: we shall daily receive in the Church nothing but 
the forgiveness of sin through the Word and signs, to comfort 
and encourage our consciences as long as we live here. So even 
though we have sins, the grace of the Holy Spirit does not allow 
them to harm us. For we are in the Christian Church, where 
there is nothing but continuous, uninterrupted forgiveness of 
sin.ó (LC II.55) 

 

Yours in Christ, the Sacramental Word, 
Pastor Boyle  
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      G r a c e  N o t e s 
The Lutheran Ethos ~ Sacramentality: 

When òIsó means òIsó 
Our Lutheran Confessions boldly confess the Sacraments: 
òChristõs kingdom exists only with the Word and Sacraments. 
Therefore, it is necessary to baptize little children, that the prom-
ise of salvation may be applied to them, according to Christõs 
command to baptize all nations.ó (Apology IX.52)  
òSo that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the 
Gospel and administer the Sacraments was instituted. Through 
the Word and the Sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy 
Spirit is given.ó  (AC V.1-2) 
òThe Church is the congregation of saints in which the Gospel is 
purely taught and the Sacraments are correctly administered.ó 
 (AC VII.1)  
According to our Lutheran Confessions, you canõt rightly 
understand the Church apart from the Sacraments. In this 
way, theyõre not extras, or add-ons, or optional.  
 

But what is a òsacramentó? Luther liked St. Augustineõs 
definition: òWhen the Word is joined to the element it becomes a 
Sacramentó (SA III.V.1). Under this rubric, the Apology says,  
òTherefore Baptism, the Lordõs Supper, and Absolution (which 
is the Sacrament of Repentance) are truly Sacraments. For these 
rites have Godõs command and the promise of grace, which is 
peculiar to the New Testament.ó (Apol.XIII.4) 

These three are the means of grace extolled in the Small Cate-
chism. Each is: a) instituted by God; b) promises forgiveness; 
and c) attaches that word to an outward sign.  

For Baptism: Water and Word (Mt 28:19; Mk 16:16). 
For Absolution: Hands and Word (John 20:22-23).  
For the Eucharist: Bread, Wine, and Word (Mt 26:26-28). 

 

What makes these so central is the Word, which is to say, 
Jesus. By these means (bread, wine, water, laying on of 
hands), the Lord delivers Himself to you, to forgive you and 
unite you with Him.  
 

Perhaps itõs this sacramental focus that most distinguishes 
us from Protestants or Evangelicals. For Lutherans, what it 
means to be Christian is tied to the Sacramentñno room for 
a mere symbolism there!  
 

For us, Baptism isnõt merely a one-time thing; nor is it some-
thing that ever gets repeated. Luther spoke of it like mar-
riage. If you said, òI was married,ó someone might think 
youõve become a widow. But if all is well with your hus-
bandõs health, youõd say, òI am marriedóñeven if it hap-
pened 50 years ago! So also with Baptism: itõs not òI was 
baptized,ó as if once-and-done; but, òI am baptized!ó Itõs an 
office, an estate, an identity. It locates me within the grace of 
God and His Easter promise of life eternal. In Baptism 
youõre clothed with Christ (Gal 3:27), united to His divine 
life, and share in His glory. Baptism is your death and  



 

 

When Lutherans hear the word liturgy most thoughts go to Sunday morning. One hour. Hymn. 

Readings. Creed. Sermon. Prayers. Communion. Hymn. Out the door. But, is that all there is? 

Privately, our lives include morning and evening prayers, prayers before and after meals and 

countless others. These are needed. But what if our liturgical (public) life was much richer?  

Take a look at this schedule of public preaching and teaching (the liturgical schedule) in a town 

of 29,000 inhabitants involving seven Lutheran churches (the location and era will be revealed at the end of this article). 
 

MONDAY 

6:30 am   Early service with preaching @ St. Nicholas 

2:00 pm   Short prayer service and exhortation to penitence @ St. Thomas 

2:00 pm   Instruction in the Catechism and the Bible @ St. Peter 
 

TUESDAY 

6:30 am   Early service with preaching @ St. Thomas 

2:00 pm   Major prayer service and confession @ St. Nicholas 

2:00 pm   Instruction in Catechism and Bible @ St. Thomas 

3:00 pm   Prayer service and exhortation to penitence @ New Church 

3:00 pm   Prayer service and exhortation to penitence @ St. John 

5:00 pm   Instruction in Catechism and Bible @ St. George 
 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 am   Early service with sermon and Holy Communion @ St. Nicholas 

9:00 am   Prayer service and instruction in the Catechism @ St. James 

2:00 pm   Minor prayer service and confession @ St. Thomas 

2:00 pm   Instruction in Catechism and Bible @ St. Nicholas 
 

THURSDAY 

6:30 am   Early service with sermon and Holy Communion @ St. Thomas 

2:00 pm   Minor prayer service and exhortation to penitence @ St. Nicholas 

2:00 pm   Instruction in Catechism and Bible @ St. Peter 

3:00 pm   Prayer service or exhortation to penitence @ St. John 
 

FRIDAY 

6:30 am   Penitential service with sermon @ St. Nicholas 

9:00 am   Prayer service and Catechism instruction @ St. James 

2:00 pm   Major prayer service @ St. Thomas 

3:00 pm   Weekday sermon @ New Church 

5:00 pm   Bible instruction @ St. George 
 

SATURDAY 

1:30 pm   Weekday sermon @ St. Nicholas 

1:30 pm   Weekday sermon @ St. Thomas 
 

Then came Sunday! Matin bells rang at 5:00 am. Public worship was at six at St. John and between seven and nine at 

each of the other six churches. Noonday preaching was held in one of the two main churches, St. Thomas or St. Nicho-

las. Afternoon preaching was also a regular feature. At St. Peter, a chapter of the Bible was expounded. Both St. John 

and St. George churches conducted Catechism during their afternoon services. One citizen of this city said, ñHappy is he 

who can live in a city where worship is conducted publically every day.ò 

The city? Leipzig. The era? Early to mid-1700s. 

Yes, times have changed. Nowadays, ñHappy is he who can live in a city where his social, intellectual, recreational and 

economic needs are fulfilled.ò Church life is one hour of 168 weekly hours. Liturgical life is relegated. It is subservient 

to fall football life and winter symphony life and spring yard-work life and summer vacation life. Liturgical life is infe-

rior to college life and raising-kids life and retirement-years life. 

continued on next page ..... 



 

 

GRACE AND TRINITY  
LENT AND EASTER SCHEDULE  

Lutheran Catechesis  
Midweek Lent Evening Prayer Services: Grace ~ 7:00 PM  

Meal/Private Absolution ~ 6 PM  
 

3/8/17 ~ The Creed  

3/15/17 ~ The Lordõs Prayer  

3/22/17 ~ Holy Baptism  

3/29/17 ~ Holy Absolution  

4/05/17 ~ Holy Communion  

Holy Week Services:  

No meals during Holy Week  
 

4/10 ~ Holy Monday (7pm)  

The Passion According to St. Matthew  
 

4/11 ~ Holy Tuesday (7pm)  

The Passion According to St. Mark  
 

4/12 ~ Holy Wednesday (7pm)  

The Passion According to St. Luke  
 

4/13 ~ Maundy Thursday (7pm)  

4/14 ~ Good Friday Chief Service with Holy Communion (12pm)  

4/14 ~ Good Friday Tenebrae Service (7pm)  

4/15 ~ Easter Vigil (8pm, Grace)  

4/16 ~ Easter Sunday (8am Grace/11am Trinity)  

òOn my heart imprint Your image, Blessed Jesus, King of grace,  

That Lifeõs riches, cares, and pleasures Never may Your work erase;  

Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,  

Is my life, my hopeõs foundation, And my glory and salvation!ó (LSB 422)  

If you look over the Grace/Trinity calendar for this Lententide week, you will notice a number of liturgical 

opportunities.  

MONDAY   Matins 

TUESDAY   Matins 

WEDNESDAY   Matins, Bible Study, Divine Service, Private Absolution, Evening Prayer 

THURSDAY   Matins 

FRIDAY   Matins, Private Absolution 

SATURDAY   Private Absolution 

SUNDAY   Divine Services (4; two languages), Bible Study, Catechesis (2; two languages)  

Happy is the Wichitan who is a member of Grace or Trinity Lutheran Church!  

Pastor Brockman 



 

 



 

 

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio  
(Theological Reading Group) 

Typical Schedule:  Locations: 
9:00 ð 9:45 am Matins  Grace Lutheran Church 
9:45 ð 11:45 am Reading Discussion 3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS 
11:45 am ð Noon Prayer Trinity Lutheran Church 
Noon ð 1:00 pm Lunch 611 S Erie, Wichita, KS 

 

 

2017 Reading Schedule: 
 

 

March 21 (Grace, Wichita) 
Loehe, Wilhelm. Three Books about the Church (1845). Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1969. (180pp)  

 

April 18 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Vilmar, August Friedrich Christian. The Theology of Facts Versus the Theology of Rhetoric: Confession and Defense (1857). 

Fort Wayne: Lutheran Legacy, 2008. (127pp) 
 

May 16  (Grace, Wichita) 
Chemnitz, Martin. Church Order for Braunschweig-Wolfenbuttel: How Doctrine, Ceremonies, and Other Church-Related   

Matters Shall (By Godôs Grace) Be Conducted Henceforth (1569). St. Louis: CPH, 2015. (286pp) 
 

June 20  (Trinity, Wichita) 
Krauth, Charles Porterfield. The Conservative Reformation and Its Theology (1913). St. Louis: CPH, 2007. (830pp ï Assigned: 

1-328) 

July 18  (Grace, Wichita) 
Gerhard, Johann. On The Ministry Part Two (1625). St. Louis: CPH, 2009. (488pp ï selected chapters) 

 

August 15 (Trinity, Wichita) 
 Lang, Paul H.D. What an Altar Guild Should Know. St. Louis: CPH, 1964. (128pp) 
 

September 19 (Grace, Wichita) 
Harrison, Matthew C. At Home in the House of My Fathers (1841-1939). Fort Wayne: Lutheran Legacy, 2009.      

(826pp ï selected readings)  

ñLoehe on Waltherôs Doctrine of the Office of the Ministry and the Walther/Wyneken Visit, 1853ò (113-118) 

ñThe Pastorôs Responsibility for Care for the Physical Needs of Members of His Congregation, 1872ò (164-170) 

ñWhen Should an Orthodox Lutheran Flee a Corrupt Church?ò (176-179) 

ñCounsel to Remain in a Corrupt church: Make Them Throw You Out?ò (180-182) 

ñHow Can the Synod Remain United?ò (376-388) 

ñLetter from Wyneken to Walther on Anfechtungen, Depression, Doctrine, and Polemics, 1863ò (423-427) 

ñThe Offense of Divisions in the Church, 1905ò (632-634) 

ñThe Fruitful Reading of the Writings of Luther, 1930ò (686-692) 

ñOn the Lutheran Confessionsò (771-775) 

ñRevitalization of the Synod Shall Come from Neither Missions nor More Synodical Power: The Word Is the Only             

  Remedyò (pp794-799) 
 

October 17 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Luther, Martin. ñThe Freedom of a Christian (1520).ò LW 31:329-77. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp). 

 

November 21 (Grace, Wichita) 
Bucher, Richard P. The Ecumenical Luther: The Development and Use of His Doctrinal Hermeneutic. St. Louis: CPH, 2003. 

(161pp) 
 

December 19 (Trinity, Wichita) 
Von Schenk, Berthold. The Presence: An Approach to the Holy Communion. New York: Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., 1945. (181pp) 



 

 

From Our ConfessionséThe Small Catechism 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Questions with Their Answers  
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 

[The "Christian Questions with Their Answers," designating Luther as the author, first appeared in an edition of the Small 

Catechism in 1551, five years after Luther's death]. 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism 

and the Lord's Supper, the pastor may ask, or Christians may ask themselves these questions: 

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?      Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 

2.   How do you know this?     From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 

3.   Are you sorry for your sins?       Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 

4.  What have you deserved from God because of your sins?    His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and 

eternal damnation. See Romans 6:21,23. 

5.  Do you hope to be saved?        Yes, that is my hope. 

6.  In whom then do you trust?      In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 

7.  Who is Christ?       The Son of God, true God and man. 

8.  How many Gods are there?      Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

9.  What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?       He died for me and shed His blood for me on the 

cross for the forgiveness of sins. 

10. Did the Father also die for you?      He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is 

both true God and true man. He died for me and shed his blood for me. 

11. How do you know this?      From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body 

and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 

12. What are the Words of Institution?  

    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me." In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?     Yes, I believe it. 

14. What convinces you to believe this?      The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of 

you, this is My blood. 

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?  

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?      First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature 

could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that. Second, so we may learn 

to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in 

Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved. 

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?      His great love for His Father and for 

me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2 and Ephesians 5. 

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?      That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great 

love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor. 

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?     First, both the 

command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the com-

mand, encouragement, and promise are given. 

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?  

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has 

flesh and blood. Then he should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, 

he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin 

and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. Third, he will certainly have the devil 

also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or with-

out, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2. 
 

Note:  These questions and answers are no child's play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and 

devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to 

the Galatians in chapter six: "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


