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Signed with the Cross
I don’t hear it nearly as much, but every once in a while I
still hear: “that’s catholic!” Whether it’s about the bowing
or the kneeling or the chanting or the incense, there seems
to be a fairly widespread notion that ceremony belongs to
the Catholics. Unfortunately, among those most noticeable
is the sign of the cross.
Martin Luther saw it differently. In the Small Catechism
he directs us this way:
“In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy
cross and say: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
And,
“In the evening when you go to bed, make the sign of the holy
cross and say…”
You can’t get more basic Lutheran than the Small Catechism. And then in our Hymnal, the service begins:
“In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.”
And there’s the direction:
“The sign of the T cross may be made by all in remembrance
of their Baptism.” (LSB, 184)
What does the sign of the cross have to do with Baptism?
Well, in our rite for Baptism there is the direction:
“The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead
and heart of each candidate while saying: ‘Name, receive the
sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon
your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.’” (LSB, 268)
It’s clear that our Hymnal and Catechism encourage the
regular use of the sign of the cross, beginning already at
our Baptism. But is there any Scripture to back this up?
First, let’s consider the use of signs in the Old Testament.
Two stand out. Circumcision was the sign of the covenant
given to Abraham:
“You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. He who is
eight days old among you shall be circumcised.”
(Genesis 17:11-12)
St. Paul picks up on this:
“He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the
righteousness that he had by faith…” (Romans 4:11)
That is, Circumcision was the external sign that marked
the one brought into the covenant promise of God.
The other notable Old Testament sign was the sign upon
the doorposts and lintels at the Passover:

“The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you
are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land
of Egypt.” (Exodus 12:13)
The blood was by no means an empty sign. It wasn’t just
symbolic—wherever there was blood, the Lord passed
over the house and spared them from destruction.
You can read of a similar sign marking the foreheads of
those being saved from destruction in Ezekiel 9—a sign
in the shape of the Hebrew letter “taw” (Ezek 9:4), which
some believe was either an “x” or a cross. This sign
continues in the Book of Revelation as the 144,000 are
likewise sealed on their foreheads (Rev 7:1-4; 9:4; 14;1).
All this to say that signs were important in Scripture.
They weren’t useless, overkill, or showy. They marked a
confession and faith. And so it is today. The sign of the
cross marks those redeemed by Christ the crucified. And
this sign is put on us in Baptism.
Where we use this sign, you’ll notice, is in connection
with God’s name. “In the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). That name of
God is put on us in Baptism. There we become His own,
marked with His name. So it’s fitting that where the
name is, there the sign of the cross would also be made—
for the name is given at Baptism along with the sign of
the cross. It’s this name that saves, this name that marks
us as the redeemed, this name that joins us to the 144,000
and the faithful Israelites with blood on the doorposts
and lintels. This name is put on us in Baptism and
applied again and again every Divine Service.
The Lord said to Moses: “So shall they put my name upon
the people of Israel, and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27)
and then He gave them the Aaronic Benediction—the
same benediction that brings our liturgy to a close:
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face
shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the LORD lift up
His countenance upon you and give you peace.”
(Numbers 6:24-26)
As at the beginning, so also at the end, it’s fitting to make
the sign of the cross with the name of God.
Yours in Christ the Crucified, Pastor Boyle

From Our Confessions…The Power and Primacy of the Pope
Historical Introduction to the Treatise
Treatise Compiled by the Theologians Assembled at Smalcald - 1537
25] However, as to the declaration: Upon this rock I will build My Church, certainly the Church has not been built
upon the authority of man, but upon the ministry of the confession which Peter made, in which he proclaims that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God. He accordingly addresses him as a minister: Upon this rock, i.e., upon this ministry. [Therefore
he addresses him as a minister of this office in which this confession and doctrine is to be in operation and says:Upon this
rock, i.e., this preaching and ministry.]
26] Furthermore, the ministry of the New Testament is not bound to places and persons as the Levitical ministry, but it
is dispersed throughout the whole world, and is there where God gives His gifts, apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers; neither does this ministry avail on account of the authority of any person, but on account of the Word given by
Christ. 27] [Nor does the person of a teacher add anything to this word and office; it matters not who is preaching and
teaching it; if there are hearts who receive and cling to it, to them it is done as they hear and believe.] And in this way, not
as referring to the person of Peter, most of the holy Fathers, as Origen, Cyprian, Augustine, 28] Hilary, and Bede, interpret
this passage: Upon this rock. Chrysostom says thus: "Upon this rock," not upon Peter. For He built His Church not upon
man, but upon the faith of Peter. But what was his faith? "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." And Hilary says:
To Peter the Father revealed that he should say, "Thou art the Son of the living God." 29] Therefore the building of the
Church is upon this rock of confession; this faith is the foundation of the Church.
30] And as to that which is said John 21:15ff : Feed My sheep, and, Lovest thou Me more than these? it does not as yet
follow hence that a peculiar superiority was given Peter. He bids him "feed," i.e., teach the Word [the Gospel], or rule the
Church with the Word [the Gospel], which Peter has in common with the other apostles.
31] The second article is still clearer, that Christ gave to the apostles only spiritual power, i.e., the command to teach the
Gospel, to announce the forgiveness of sins, to administer the Sacraments, to excommunicate the godless without bodily
force [by the Word], and that He did not give the power of the sword, or the right to establish, occupy or confer kingdoms
of the world [to set up or depose kings]. For Christ says, Matt. 28:19. 20: Go ye, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; also John 20:21: As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.
Now, it is manifest that Christ was not sent to bear the sword or possess a worldly kingdom [rule in a worldly fashion],
as He Himself says, John 18:36: My kingdom is not of this world. And Paul says, 2 Cor. 1:24: Not for that we have dominion over your faith; and 2 Cor. 10:4: The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, etc.
32] Accordingly, that Christ in His passion is crowned with thorns and led forth to be derided in royal purple, this signified that in the future, after His spiritual kingdom was despised, i.e., the Gospel was suppressed, another kingdom of a
worldly kind would be set up [in its place] with the pretext of ecclesiastical power.33] Therefore the Constitution of Boniface VIII and the chapter Omnes, Dist. 22, and similar opinions which contend that the Pope is by divine right the ruler of
the kingdoms of the world, are [utterly] false and godless. 34] From this persuasion horrible darkness has been brought
into the Church, and after that also great commotions have arisen in Europe. For the ministry of the Gospel was neglected,
the knowledge of faith and the spiritual kingdom became extinct, Christian righteousness was supposed to be that
external government which the Pope had established.
35] Next, the Popes began to seize upon kingdoms for themselves; they transferred kingdoms, they vexed with unjust
excommunications and wars the kings of almost all nations in Europe, but especially the German emperors, sometimes for
the purpose of occupying cities of Italy, at other times for the purpose of reducing to subjection the bishops of Germany,
and wresting from the emperors the conferring of episcopates. Yea, in the Clementines it is even written: When the empire
is vacant, the Pope is the legitimate successor.
36] Thus the Pope has not only usurped dominion, contrary to Christ's command, but has also tyrannically exalted himself above all kings. And in this matter the deed itself is not to be reprehended as much as it is to be detested, that he assigns as a pretext the authority of Christ; that he transfers the keys to a worldly government; that he binds salvation to
these godless and execrable opinions, when he says it is necessary to salvation for men to believe that this dominion belongs to him by divine right.
37] Since these great errors obscure [the doctrine of] faith and [of] the kingdom of Christ, they are in no way to be concealed. For the result shows that they have been great pests to the Church.
to be continued ........

~ ORATIO, MEDITATIO, TENTATIO ~
(Theological Reading Group)

Schedule Locations
9:00 – 9:45 am Matins
9:45 – 11:45 am Reading Discussion
11:45 am – Noon Prayer
Noon – 1:00 pm Lunch

Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S. Erie, Wichita

Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita

2015 Reading Schedule:
November 17
(Grace, Wichita)
Kreeft, Peter. Three Philosophies of Life. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1989.
December 15
(Trinity, Wichita)
O’Callaghan, Paul D. The Feast of Friendship. Eighth Day Press, 2007.

2016 Reading Schedule:
January 26
(Grace, Wichita) **irregular date
Schmemann, Alexander. Of Water & the Spirit: A Liturgical Study of Baptism. Crestwood: St. Vlad’s, 1997.
February 16
(Trinity, Wichita)
Sasse, Hermann, We Confess the Church. St. Louis: CPH, 1986.

LIVING AS STEWARDS
ARTICLE FOR NOVEMBER 2015
“In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the
firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his
offering he had no regard” (Gen 4:2). Why did the Lord not have regard for Cain and his offering, but did regard Abel
and his offering? Was it because Abel’s offering was better intrinsically than Cain’s? No. The Book of Hebrews tells
us: “By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as
righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts” (Heb 11:4). The thing that distinguished Abel’s offering from
that of Cain’s is faith. By faith, Abel offered a more acceptable offering.
Faith and giving are inseparable. They are two sides of the same coin. It is faith in the promises of God that leads us
to give. By faith we trust that God will do what He says. By faith, we receive everything God gives as a gift from His
divine mercy and goodness. For what do we have that we have not received (1 Cor 4:7)? Nothing. Everything we have
comes from the Lord. By faith we give to others because God has first given to us, and by faith we trust that He will
continue to provide for us all that we need for this body and life. And when by faith we give, God accepts our
offerings and commends us as righteous. For by faith we are accounted righteous before God on account of Christ.
Giving is a spiritual issue.
But there is a flip side to this two-sided coin: Cain didn’t give an offering to God by faith. His offering did not come
from faith but from someplace else. And since it didn’t originate with faith in God and His promises, it was not
regarded by God. And he was not accounted righteous. This is a warning to us. Pay attention to your faith and your
offerings, and from where they come.
From where do your offerings come? Like all good works, offerings acceptable in God’s sight flow from faith in
Christ. They are given in response to the gifts God has given to us, especially the gift of forgiveness of sins in Jesus
Christ. And since they are given by faith, they will be the target of Satan’s attacks to ruin the church, do damage to the
gospel of Christ, and to weaken your faith in Him. For sin is crouching at our doors, and the temptation to sin in
giving is great because of the fallen world and our sinful flesh. But Jesus is greater than our hearts. Jesus has
overcome the world. And by faith, so have we. By faith, we rule over them.
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; from where he sits enthroned he looks out
on all the inhabitants of the earth, he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love,
Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy
name.
Psalm 33:13-15, 18, 20-21 ESV
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, our Grace LWML meeting will be moved the 2nd week of November beginning at 1:00 p.m. in Mueller Hall. Watch for the announcement in your Sunday bulletin.
On the home level here at Grace the ladies continue to serve in many capacities. Helping Shirley with altar
duty when needed and we thank the ladies who perform the altar duty with the late service.
We are also busy with Bible class treats every other month. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for
bringing treats on a given Sunday. Thanks to all who donate, help serve, and clean up.
Goldene & myself attended the Fall Workshop at Trinity, Wichita. The Bible Study was led by Pastor Snow
and the closing was given by Pastor Boyle. Lois Winter’s sisters were our guests and her sister, Renata,
shared with us about the LWML in Brazil.
Grace Quilters received a grant from Thrivent and it is being used to buy supplies for the making of the
quilts. The LWR truck picked up all our quilts, health kits, and 8 lbs of soap! Thank you to all who support
our projects and those of you who helped pack up and deliver. The truck was stuffed full! - God is so good!
We have Fall quarterlies and the Sonshine Newsletter available, please see that you get one. Ask me if you
are looking for either of these..
November 6-7 is the Christian Life Retreat, “May You Leave Always Expecting His Presence” at the
Doubletree by Hilton Hotel located by the Eisenhower airport.
Looking ahead to January 30, 2016 Holy Cross, Wichita will be hosting a Women’s Retreat named “Clothed
in Love”. The time will be 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Please plan to attend.
Of the Kansas District projects “2014-2016”, 7 have been paid leaving only 4 more to be funded. By now
more have probably been funded.
For your calendar:
November 6 & 7 - Christian Life Retreat
November 18 - Grace LWML Meeting
January 30, 2016 - LWML Women’s Retreat
April 15-17, 2016 - 36th Biennial KS District Convention in Manhattan

WEBSITES TO VISIT
www.kansaslwml.org
(Kansas site)
www.lwml.org
(National site)
www.kslcms.org
(Kansas LCMS site)
www.lcms.org
(Synod site)
In Christ,

Audrey Rolf
Grace LWML

EVE OF THANKSGIVING
DIVINE SERVICE
At 11 a.m. on Wednesday, November 25,
before you gather with family and friends
for Thanksgiving Day, you will have the
opportunity to attend Divine Service
here at Grace.
Come ye, thankful people, come........

THE LORD’S DINER
Grace/Trinity night is the 1st Tuesday
of every month which means our
night for November that will be Tuesday,
2015 Food Handler Classes November 3 . Please be there by 5:00pm,
The Food Pantry at Grace
serving begins at 5:30pm – 7:30pm and
Riverwalk Church of Christ
Lutheran Church asks for
cleanup until approximately 8:30pm.
225 N. Waco
powdered/dry milk during the
(NW corner of Waco and 2nd St) If you are scheduled to serve and cannot
month of November. Please
Saturday, November 14, 2015
make it, PLEASE call as soon as you
bring these items to Church on
9:30 a.m. All are welcome-no
know you can’t be there so we can be
Sundays and place in the
pre-registration necessary - Please sure we have at least 30 there! Rememcollection crate located in our
arrive a bit early to complete paperwork ber: EVERYONE MUST HAVE A FOOD
Narthex. Many thanks for your
Please call Sheryl Parker-Gulich at HANDLER’S CARD!! Any Questions?
help and service to the poor in our 266-4966 if you have any questions.
Contact Vicki Bessey @ 721-2105

neighborhood.

We will be going to the Bergmann Corn Maze this Saturday, November 7. We’ll meet at Trinity at 6 p.m. and
car pool (let Erin know if you’re willing to drive). Cost
is $9 + if you want food etc. BRING A FLASHLIGHT
or rent on for $1 when we get there. There is a $1 off
coupon on their website @ bergmanncornmaze.com if
you want. Please RSVP to Erin asap.
NEXT EVENT: Sunday, November 15 at 6:15 p.m. Pastor Boyle will be teaching us something awesome!
Pizza will be provided and there will be plenty of soda
left over from the retreat.

~LUTHERANS FOR LIFE~
It's been a few years since LFL (Lutherans For Life) had an 'active' chapter in Wichita.
Isn't it time again?

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15th - 6:30 PM –
ST. ANDREWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
2555 N. Hyacinth, Wichita, KS
(25th St North Exit at I-235)
We are interested in gathering couples, individuals, youth and adults who want to learn of
the 'For Life' message of Lutherans for Life! This educational organization, an RSO
(recognized service organization) of the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod, supports the study
and education of pro-life issues in churches and communities. With so many headlines
making sensations on the news and in the world, shouldn't we Lutherans in Wichita be informed and find our voice of the Savior Jesus, speaking his Gospel message of love and forgiveness to those hurting and needing his caring voice?
Come and share your interest and what you can provide for the effort. Can't make this
meeting? Let Pastor Duncan know of your interest and desire to be informed of future
meeting dates. Send an email to pastor@salc.kscoxmail.com or call St. Andrews Lutheran
Church at 838-0944 and leave your contact information .

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Practices are continuing
for our Children's Choir!
Erin Kenny is the
director and will be
leading practices 6:30
p.m. on Wednesday
evenings at Trinity Lutheran Church.
Interested or questions contact Erin at:
ejkennykumc@gmail.com

MOM’S MORNING OUT
Friday mornings (9 a.m. 11 a.m.) at the chapel next to
Trinity Lutheran Church.
Volunteers are needed to help
us with childcare - talk to Nikki
Boyle or Ashley Janney. If you have any toys
or supplies to donate, please help us fill
our preschool room!

HALL OF MEN
FOR MEN ONLY - A
local fellowship hall
where the men break
bread, tap the keg,
and toast their
heroes.
2nd and 4th
Thursdays of the
month at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder
(2836 E Douglas Ave) Doors open at 7:00pm.
Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening
events officially begin at 8:30pm with a
hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a
hero whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight for the renewal of
our culture.

Remember our Homebound &
Members in Nursing Home
Wayne Bacon (Sharon)
Ginny Doesken
Wayne Harris
Ginger Manchesian (Rex)
Ruth Ann Meyer (Al Gene)
Virginia Riffel
Julia Ruble
Anna Ruckle
Ivan Thomas

~GAME NIGHT~
Join us for Game Night,
on Friday, November 27
at 6pm in Trinity’s old
Chapel. Pizza will be
ordered but feel free to bring drinks or snacks. All ages
welcome!

~SISTERS OF SOPHIA~
FOR WOMEN ONLY - After
almost seven years of Hall of Men
meetings, it is time to offer
something similar for the ladies.
The next meeting is November 17
Doors Open at The Ladder at
6:15pm, food will be served at
6:30pm, the Eighth Day Convocation will begin at 7:30pm, followed by a presentation on the
mystic, Julian of Norwich. We’ll
wrap up with Q&A from 8:158:30pm.
For more information and to RSVP go to:
http.//www.eighthdayinstitute.org/

Bunco will be held Tuesday, November 24 @ Trinity and all ladies are
welcome to join in. Hosting this month are Nikki Boyle and Ruby Irwin.
Please RSVP to Patricia (210-1573) ,
Nikki (650-1402) or the
Trinity Church Office @ 685-1571.

Saint Andrew
Feast Day November 30
St. Andrew was a fisherman who lived in Galilee during the time of Jesus. He often followed John the Baptist and
listened to his teachings. One day, John saw Jesus walking along the road. John said to his followers, "Behold the Lamb
of God." He told his followers to go and talk to Jesus. He wanted them to know that Jesus was the One for whom they
had been waiting. Andrew and another disciple followed Jesus and spent an afternoon with him. Early the next day
Andrew found Simon Peter, his older brother, and told him, "We have found the Messiah."
Both men gave up their work as fishermen to become apostles of Jesus. Andrew was one of the first to be called. He
seemed to take delight in bringing others to Jesus. Andrew was the one who told Jesus about the little boy who had the
loaves of bread and the fish, the beginning of a meal that fed more than five thousand people. It was Andrew and Philip
whom the Greeks approached when they wanted to see Jesus. These events indicate that Andrew was a man who was
easy to approach, a man you could trust.
Like the other apostles, Andrew became a missionary. He preached about Jesus in the area around the Black Sea.
Tradition tells us he preached in northern Greece, Turkey, and Scythia (now the southern part of Russia).
Andrew died as a martyr. Tradition says that in Patras in Greece he was tied to a cross shaped like the letter X. Ever
since then, a cross in the shape of an X has been called St. Andrew's cross.
The name "Andrew" is a Greek name meaning "courageous" or "manly." St. Andrew lived up to his name.

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Michael C. Brockman
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:
8:30 am - 4:00 pm Tues-Fri
Closed on Mondays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
3:15 p.m. Youth Catechesis
5:00 p.m. Sunday Afternoon Divine Service
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

02 03 04 05 11 12 13 14 17 18 20 22 24 25 29 -

Margie Hurt
Anneabella Fortine
Austin Rickenbaugh
Shirley Matz
Amber Sultz
Ana Boyle
Darral Marquardt
Bryson Smith
Christina Dohmeier
Chrystal Nunnold
Tammie Szarzynski
Jessica Becks
Tara Blanchard
Miriam Nickel
Margaret Young
Beckey Morse
Margie Heath
Janice Schmidt
April Warren

01 - Les Brunner
02 - Claire Boyle
Andromeda Matthews
03 - Derek Fortine
04 - Roxann Gird
05 - Harold Brunner
07 - Tara Blanchard
11 - Mike Freed
12 - Skylar McKinley
16 - Ruby Fortine
Jolene Maltz
19 - Karaleigh Warren
20 - Fallyn Janney
22 - Pastor Boyle
23 - Warren Balke
25 - Ana Boyle
29 - Travis Fortine
Margie Hurt

www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org
Wondering who your Elder is??
Check out the lists in the
Narthex or below. Your Elder
is available for you to contact at
anytime. Check your Church
Directory for their phone
numbers or you may contact
the Church Office.

Your Last Name

Your Elder Is

Adams - Clyborne
Corey - Gardner
Garrard - Marquardt
Mattix - Slavin
Smith - Zumalt

Al Matz
Warren Balke
Tom Nickel
Deacon Hastings
Glen Rolf

03 - Les & Judy Howard

