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The Lutheran Ethos ~
The Church’s Song: The Living Voice of the Gospel
Luther was said to have lived with music ringing in his ears.
“Next to the Word of God,” he’d say, “music deserves the highest
praise.” Why is that?
Music is powerful. It does something to us. Music joins us in
the car on our way to work, or in the shower when no one’s
listening; it’s how we begin ball games and celebrate birthdays. Music attends every major event life throws our way,
and there’s music to help us sort through it all. It’s this power
of music that we see this all over the Scriptures:
“And whenever the harmful spirit from God was upon Saul,
David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was
refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from
him.” (1 Sam 16:23)
Moses sang his hymn of praise once they reached the other
side of the Red Sea,
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the
horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea” (Exod 15:1)
And Miriam, picking up the tambourine with the other
women, sang right back to them:
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse
and his rider he has thrown into the sea.” (Exod 15:21)
Music is the response of both joy and sorrow, lament and
praise. It captures our humanity in its fullness, speaking to
mind, body, and heart. And when brought into the service
of the Word of God, music is catechetical, emotive, and
beautiful. It teaches the faith, gives the heart to sing, and
draws our body in love to serve our neighbor.
It was setting the true confession to music that allowed St.
Ambrose to protect his flock in Milan during the Arian heresy. And it was hymnody that spread the Reformation.
In 1524 the first Lutheran hymnal, Geystliche gesangk
Buchleyn, came on the scene from Wittenberg, largely the
work of Luther and his friend Johann Walter. It contained 37
chorales, 24 of which were written by Luther himself. Interestingly, Luther says in the preface to that first hymnal,
“These songs were arranged in four parts to give the young—
who should at any rate be trained in music and other fine
arts—something to wean them away from love ballads and
carnal songs and to teach them something of value in their
place, thus combining the good with the pleasing, as is proper
for youth.” (LW 53:316)
Hymns are meant to pull the youth further up and further
into the mystery of the faith. They teach in a way that effects
more than just the mind, but also the body and soul. For this
reason, hymnody is central to the Lutheran ethos. And hymnals are our primary prayer book.

But isn’t music subjective? Like the other arts, isn’t beauty
in the eye of the beholder? Don’t styles come in and out of
fashion? And didn’t Luther set his hymns to bar-tunes?
To each of these: no!
Imagine watching The Passion of Christ set to the Beach
Boys. Certain texts require certain tunes. And where the
marriage of text and tune is inadequate, both get damaged.
And perhaps you’ve heard that because Luther wrote his
hymns to “bar-tunes” we should be free to set our hymns
to the popular songs of the pubs, too. The problem is, “bartune” has nothing to do with beer, it means a form of music
notation—one that includes “bars,” or repeat signs.
Lutheran hymnody—diverse in scope and breadth—
follows a common purpose and confession. No, you don’t
need an organ to play Lutheran hymns (in fact, most of the
hymns in the 1524 hymnal were primarily for choirs). However, the organ quickly became the voice that carried the
Church’s song and has been with us ever since.
Today, it seems hymnody doesn’t hold sway as it once did.
Families rarely sing together anymore at home, if they’re
even in Church together. Our hymnals—though once small
enough to fit in the pocket or purse, and thus carried from
home to church—are seen as a book for Church, rather than
the daily prayer book it is. And with about a generation of
popular/contemporary Christian music, the depth of our
hymnody has, in many places, been replaced by the more
easily consumed refrains of American evangelicalism.
It’s no wonder that our youth struggle to know our Lutheran identity and the richness of our heritage when our
hymnody has been so weakened over the years.
But it’s precisely for our youth that we retain our hymns—
even in four parts! It’s for our youth, who marvel at the
beauty and strength of these old hymns, that we teach them
in catechesis and urge them to be sung in home. It’s for our
youth that we carefully select hymns week-in and week-out
to teach the faith and pass on the treasures of the Church.
In the end, as Luther says in the 1524 hymnal preface,
“we may now boast that Christ is our praise and song and
say with St. Paul, 1 Corinthians 2:2, that we should know
nothing to sing or say, save Jesus Christ our Savior.”
Let us not lose the treasure we have in our hymnody, and
the clear confession of faith that passes from one set of lips
to another, “singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” (Col 3:16)
Yours in Christ, our Highest Praise and Song, Pastor Boyle

SUNDAY SCHOOL/ BIBLE CLASS
Sunday School will be at Grace on Sunday, November 5 for Joint Parish Sunday and
will be at Trinity at 9:30 am on November 12, 19, and 26

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)
Typical Schedule:
Locations:
9:00 – 9:45 am
Matins
Grace Lutheran Church
9:45 – 11:45 am
Reading Discussion
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
11:45 am – Noon
Prayer
Trinity Lutheran Church
Noon – 1:00 pm
Lunch
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS
2017 Reading Schedule:
November 21 (Grace, Wichita)
Bucher, Richard P. The Ecumenical Luther: The Development and Use of His Doctrinal Hermeneutic. St. Louis: CPH, 2003.
(161pp)

December 19 (Trinity, Wichita)
Von Schenk, Berthold. The Presence: An Approach to the Holy Communion. New York: Ernst Kaufmann, Inc., 1945. (181pp)

EVE OF THANKSGIVING
DIVINE SERVICE
At 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 22, before you gather
with family and friends for Thanksgiving Day, you will have
the opportunity to attend Divine Service at Trinity.
Come ye, thankful people, come........

From Our Confessions…The Large Catechism
by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
The First Commandment. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.
[Exposition of the Appendix to the First Commandment.]

continued from last month

30] For I am the Lord, thy God, strong and jealous, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me and
keep My commandments.
31] Although these words relate to all the commandments (as we shall hereafter learn), yet they are joined to this
chief commandment because it is of first importance that men have a right head; for where the head is right, the
whole life must be right, and vice versa. 32] Learn, therefore, from these words how angry God is with those who
trust in anything but Him, and again, how good and gracious He is to those who trust and believe in Him alone
with the whole heart; so that His anger does not cease until the fourth generation, while, on the other hand, His
blessing and goodness extend to many thousands, 33] lest you live in such security and commit yourself to chance,
as men of brutal heart, who think that it makes no great difference [how they live]. 34] He is a God who will not
leave it unavenged if men turn from Him, and will not cease to be angry until the fourth generation, even until they
are utterly exterminated. Therefore He is to be feared, and not to be despised.
35] He has also demonstrated this in all history, as the Scriptures abundantly show and daily experience still
teaches. For from the beginning He has utterly extirpated all idolatry, and, on account of it, both heathen and Jews;
even as at the present day He overthrows all false worship, so that all who remain therein must finally perish. 36] Therefore, although proud, powerful, and rich worldlings [Sardanapaluses and Phalarides, who surpass
even the Persians in wealth] are now to be found, who boast defiantly of their Mammon, with utter disregard
whether God is angry at or smiles on them, and dare to withstand His wrath, yet they shall not succeed, but before
they are aware, they shall be wrecked, with all in which they trusted; as all others have perished who have thought
themselves more secure or powerful.
37] And just because of such hardened heads who imagine because God connives and allows them to rest in security, that He either is entirely ignorant or cares nothing about such matters, He must deal a smashing blow and
punish them, so that He cannot forget it unto children's children; so that every one may take note and see that this
is no joke to Him. 38] For they are those whom He means when He says: Who hate Me, i.e., those who persist in
their defiance and pride; whatever is preached or said to them, they will not listen; when they are reproved, in order that they may learn to know themselves and amend before the punishment begins, they become mad and foolish so as to fairly merit wrath, as now we see daily in bishops and princes.
39] But terrible as are these threatenings, so much the more powerful is the consolation in the promise, that those
who cling to God alone should be sure that He will show them mercy, that is, show them pure goodness and blessing, not only for themselves, but also to their children and children's children, even to the thousandth generation
and beyond that. 40] This ought certainly to move and impel us to risk our hearts in all confidence with God, if we
wish all temporal and eternal good, since the Supreme Majesty makes such sublime offers and presents such cordial
inducements and such rich promises.
41] Therefore let every one seriously take this to heart, lest it be regarded as though a man had spoken it. For to you
it is a question either of eternal blessing, happiness, and salvation, or of eternal wrath, misery, and woe. What more
would you have or desire than that He so kindly promises to be yours with every blessing, and to protect and help
you in all need?
42] But, alas! here is the failure, that the world believes nothing of this, nor regards it as God's Word because it sees
that those who trust in God and not in Mammon suffer care and want, and the devil opposes and resists them, that
they have neither money, favor, nor honor, and, besides, can scarcely support life; while, on the other hand, those
who serve Mammon have power, favor, honor, possessions, and every comfort in the eyes of the world. For this
reason, these words must be grasped as being directed against such appearances; and we must consider that they
do not lie or deceive, but must come true.
43] Reflect for yourself or make inquiry and tell me: Those who have employed all their care and diligence to accumulate great possessions and wealth, what have they finally attained? You will find that they have wasted their toil
and labor, or even though they have amassed great treasures, they have been dispersed and scattered, so that they
themselves have never found happiness in their wealth, and afterwards it never reached the third generation.
44] Instances of this you will find a plenty in all histories, also in the memory of aged and experienced people. Only
observe and ponder them.

The Food Pantry at Grace asks for
non-fat powdered milk
during the month of November.
Please bring these items to
Church on Sundays and place in
the collection crate located in
our Narthex. Many thanks for
your help and service to the poor
in our neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity Lord’s Diner
Tuesday, November 7 at 5:30pm

2017 UPCOMING FOOD HANDLER CLASSES:


Saturday, November 11 at St. John - Clonmel (Schulte) 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Center

We are collecting gloves, stocking
hats, and coats (new or gently
used) for the Lord’s Diner. We
will be collecting these items
through the last Sunday in
November. Thank you!

5 - Available
12 - Available
19 - Available
26 - Available

November Altar Flowers

Anyone wanting to place flowers in the chancel will need to purchase and
place them themselves. We still have the flower chart to select a date to
place the flowers and you may also write the occasion so they can be acknowledged in the monthly newsletter. Please contact the office is you
have any questions. Thank you...

~ All Saints ~
Commemoration
of the
Faithful Departed
Virginia Doesken
3/19/2017
Glen Rolf
6/10/2017
Warren Balke
10/9/2017

WHY WE PRACTICE CLOSED COMMUNION
What is close(d) communion? Close (or “closed”) Communion is the practice of serving Holy
Communion to those for whom Christ intended it – namely, to those who have been instructed in
the Christian faith, who are able and willing to “examine themselves,”(1 Corinthians 11:28) and
who share a common faith and confession. This practice dates back to the earliest of days of the
Church. In fact, most Christians in the world today belong to church bodies that practice some
form of Close(d) Communion.
(From “Why Close(d) Communion?” by CPH)

Daniel & Kathryn Conrad
Roy & Elisa Askins

Peter & Kristie Kolb

Joel & Clarion Fritsche
& their Children

There will be a Voters Meeting on
Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.
Please make every effort to be in attendance as we will
be having our Election of Officers and
Adoption of the 2018 Budget. Thank you.

A special “Thank You” to the ladies that attended our last meeting. We are so
glad you came! The next meeting of Ladies of Grace will be on Monday evening,
December 11, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Plan to enjoy a time of Fellowship, Bible Study, and cookies! We are asking each
lady to bring Christmas Cookies to share. We will also collect mite box
offerings. See you there!

Lorraine Koch

Ginger Manchesian

Ruth Ann Meyer
Anna Ruckle

Julia Ruble

Sisters of Sophia
For Women Only
HALL OF MEN
FOR MEN ONLY A local fellowship hall
where the men break
bread, tap the keg,
and toast their heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays
of the month at Eighth
Day Institute at The
Ladder (2836 E Douglas
Ave) Doors open at
7:00pm. Food is served
at 7:30pm, and evening events officially begin at
8:30pm with a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero whose life inspires us to live more
authentic lives and to fight for the renewal of our
culture. As usual, doors at The Ladder open at 7 pm.
Food is served around 7:30 pm. At 8:30 pm we'll
prepare for the lecture with the Eighth Day Convocation: hymn, patristic and scripture readings, and the
Nicene Creed. Then a great lecture followed by good
questions and discussion, The Lord's Prayer, good
fellowship, and just possibly a few good smoke
rings.

WHEN: November 21: “Hildegard of Bingen” by Jamie Arnold-Korbel
WHERE: at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
CONTACT: Nyleen Lenk · lenkedn@gmail.com
Dear Sisters,
If you aren't familiar with the Sisters of Sophia, we
walk with women of wisdom as we learn from
their lives. We meet every third Tuesday of the
month. Our gathering of ladies is both challenging
and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the
way!
6:15 Doors Open at The Ladder, EDI headquarters
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or both! We will end promptly at
8:30, but women are welcome to chat long after that! Supper is gratis, provided by volunteer attendees. Water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are available on
a donation basis. Please feel free to invite friends through FB! Childcare not available.

November 9 - Sir Thomas More
presented by Tom Rheim

November 2017
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, by the His death for our sins and His
resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His family. By water combined with His Word, promise,
and name, the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him.
And being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.
Our true treasure and wealth is that we belong to the most holy Trinity and everything that is His belongs also to us: righteousness, peace, eternal life. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy.
We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as (good stewards of His varied grace,) (1 Peter 4:10) we manage them in
such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy
Word, as an offering. Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also offerings to Him, from which we eat to nourish our bodies, share with our family, neighbors, and fellow Christians, with the poor and even our enemies, as holy things given by the holy
God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and bring blessing upon us even as they are pressed into His service for His
kingdom and the souls that receive them.
Thus we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us and pours out the fullness of His
promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given to us.
As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we are and all that we
have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in bringing everything that we have received from
God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all — even for us. “For to the one who has, more will be given,
and he will have an abundance” (Matthew 13:12).
reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

The Lutheran Student Center
Fairmount Coffee Co. !
Fairmount Coffee Co., is open for business! Fairmount Coffee Co. is a 2,000 square-foot coffee house
with meeting rooms, comfortable seating, and a hangout vibe. We are located at at 3815 E. 17th St., just
on the edge of the campus of Wichita State University. We serve coffee roasted by Reverie Coffee
Roasters as well as baked goods, smoothies, salads, and sandwiches. Come out and celebrate the
beginning of this new outreach ministry with us!

Join us for Game Night, Friday, November 17, at
6pm in Trinity’s old Chapel. Pizza will be ordered
but feel free to bring drinks or snacks. All ages
welcome!

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:

8:30 am - 4:30 pm Tuesday-Thursday
Closed on Mondays and Fridays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com
Website: gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Bible Class/Sunday School
2:00 p.m. Misa en Español
9:00 a.m. Matins (Monday-Friday)
9:30 a.m. Midweek Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

Our Elders

02 03 05 08 11 12 1518 20 22 24 25 27 29 -

Margie Hurt
Anneabella Fortine
Amber Fortine
Shirley Matz
Kyle Nelson
Amber Sultz
Ana Boyle
Henry Laflin
Chrystal Nunnold
Tammie Szarzynski
Jessica Becks
Miriam Nickel
Margaret Young
Beckey Morse
Margie Heath
Trivona Stegman
Janice Schmidt
April Warren

01 - Les Brunner
02 - Claire Boyle
Andromeda Wellner
03 - Derek Fortine
04 - Roxann Gird
05 - Harold Brunner
12 - Jolene Maltz
Skylar McKinley
16 - Ruby Fortine
Jolene Maltz
19 - Karaleigh Warren
20 - Fallyn Janney
22 - Pastor Boyle
25 - Ana Boyle
29 - Travis Fortine

David Bromlow
Aaron Hastings
Kyle Nelson
Tom Nickel

03 - Les & Judy Howard

