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Standing in the Gates of the Lord
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’” ~ Psalm 122:1

Grace is blessed with a large Narthex where folks can
gather and talk Royals baseball or the various ailments
our children get at school. Trinity’s—though marked by
the beautiful stained glass of the Baptism of Christ—is
quite a bit smaller, which sometimes limits our conversations. The separation between the Narthex and the
Sanctuary in both congregations is marked by doors.
Once that threshold is crossed, a different world is entered: in the Sanctuary we stand in the gates of the Lord.

—faith that confesses who God is for me here and now.

But how is one to stand in these gates? What separates
the Narthex from the Sanctuary? How are we to act inside; and what about outside? What is left at the doors,
and what comes with us as we go into the house of the
Lord?

Within the gates of the Lord our minds are set at attention of the Lord and His work for us and for all. Sure,
some of this attention is spent trying to help our kids sit
(relatively!) still, and to fold their hands while praying,
and not rip the hymnal out of their siblings’ hands!
Sometimes our attention gets called away by a dropped
bulletin, or by a rabbit looking in the window at Grace.
But, for the most part, our ears and eyes (sometimes
even our noses!) are fixed on Christ and His Word, His
promise, His love for us.

Perhaps it’s because of the larger Narthex, but at Grace
there’s quite a bit less small talk within the doors of the
Sanctuary. At Trinity, for a time, we had signs at the
door asking for reverent silence upon entering. Why?
Well, it’s certainly not because we want to stifle joyous
conversation, or the friendship of the saints who gather!
There’s nothing stuffy about it—it’s just that the place
inside the doors is different than outside. Not magically
so, by the way, but different in what is given and
received. The Sanctuary is only called the sanctuary –the
holy place – because that is where Christ Jesus comes to
us with His flesh and blood for the forgiveness of sin.
Outside the doors He is certainly present—just as He is
omni-present, that is, present everywhere as God.
However, the presence of God can be located in a
uniquely wonderful way within the gates of the
Sanctuary. This presence is marked by an altar, and is
held in a chalice. Here, God is uniquely present for you.
Because of this for-you-presence we recognize with
thankfulness that this space is now different. It becomes
the meeting place of heaven and earth. And with that,
our demeanor changes. This place should be comfortable, but differently so than a coffee-shop, or your
living room. It should be comfortable because here God
is for you: to comfort your burdened conscience, to heal
your fatal disease, to give you hope and a future and
the certainty of what’s to come! But not comfortable in
the way that you might kick your feet up and sip a
soda. Our comfort in this place comes from faith

This place, though comfortable, is not common. It is not
everywhere. It’s not outside the Sanctuary doors. Outside the sanctuary doors is the common place: the place
for ribbing each other in joy; for sports and politics; for
twirling kids and sipping coffee. Outside the gates isn’t
bad—not by a long shot—but it’s different than inside.
And with that, so is our behavior, and our dress, our
conversation, and our focus.

So that we can devote our hearts and minds to Christ
and His salvific work for us, let us try to remove unnecessary distractions. Certainly, this doesn’t mean to remove children from the gates of the Lord! They learn to
focus their thoughts and minds on Christ by the discipline and example of their parents and the saints who
sit with them. But it means we should limit our side
conversations, quiet our voices, and keep our cellphones silenced and safely stowed for after the service.
It also means that when we enter the gates of the Lord,
we ought to allow for the faithful meditation of His
Word, and the prayers of His saints. Especially at the
beginning of the service, it would be wonderful for
there to be an opportunity to turn our hearts and minds
from the common things of this world—the cares and
plans and activities—to our Lord. You might turn to the
front of your hymnal for prayers, and read the Scriptures for the day. Sometimes this takes more than a
minute or two.
Let us be respectful of one another, and together fix our
eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith.
And as we go, let the common joys be shared!
Yours in Christ, Pastor Boyle

What? You glance at your watch. You are seated at your regular pew
10 minutes before the beginning of the Divine Service! How did this
happen? Almost always you are walking in just as the processional
hymn is starting. What do you do? Easy. Grab the hymnal. Open the
cover. You see PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP. Four of the seven
prayers are immediately apropos: On entering a church; Before
worship; Before confession and absolution; For blessing on the
Word. Or if you need more prayers, something for a family member
or a close friend, start on page 305. You will find 13 pages of
prayers. Or, look in the bulletin. Peek at the hymns for the day. Find one or two of them. Use them as meditative prayers.
Wow, how quickly those “extra” ten minutes have passed. You were so caught up in these ten minutes of
intercessions, that you hardly heard pastor’s announcements. And, just that quickly you hear a loudness in the
organist’s playing. You recognize it. The processional hymn is beginning. It signals the beginning of the first
of two parts of the Divine Service (Word & Sacrament). Standing is normal. The cross is normal. Facing the
cross is normal. You have even begun to bow as the cross (the symbol of your redemption) passes your pew.
You may even make the sign of the cross remembering your holy baptism where that sign was made upon you
to mark you as one redeemed by Christ crucified.
But even in the passing of the cross you notice some not bowing, some not crossing themselves. Are you
more holy? Are they less holy? No. Our liturgy allows a wide range of personal actions. Always in reverence.
Always with order. Even our nation’s military rites are done in reverence and in good order. And these to the
honor of men. How much more so in the church to the honor of God?
As the hymn concludes, the Triune Name of God is spoken. It is spoken using the hands again, with the sign
of the cross. Then a different action. Kneeling. The pastors kneel. You wonder, “May I also kneel?” Yes, you
may. You wonder, “Do I have to kneel?” No, you do not have to. You may if you desire (and your knees hold
up!). You remember your childhood church. That church had flip-down kneelers. All used to kneel, even your
aged grandparents. You also remember Psalm 95, one of your favorites: Oh come let us sing to the Lord; let
us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, Our Maker.
The pastor pronounces the absolution to you. So comforting! As he speaks it, another cross sign is made.
The thought passes through you mind as you cross yourself again, “There certainly is more to Lutheran Worship than the four Ss—standing, sitting, singing and speaking!"
That thought is still in your head when your pastors walk up the steps to the altar as they sing. That’s right;
these verses from the psalms are called the Introit, an Entrance. Makes sense. They ‘enter’ the altar area. Their
hands are folded in a dignified way, palm-to-palm. Precisely. Military men also make precise and sure movements with their hands, saluting. And, as all begin singing another Trinitarian invocation, heads bow. But only
during the naming of Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Heads and eyes are lifted to heaven by the time all begin to
plead to the Lord and His Christ “to have mercy upon me.” As the pastor chants, “Glory be to God on high” a
loud chorus suddenly follows, “and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Echoes of angels in the fields? On
the night of Jesus’ birth? Surely! The congregation sings this with gusto! Almost all know it from memory!
This chorus ends with another variation of the Trinitarian invocation, “O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most
high in the glory of God the Father.” Is it OK to bow the head? If you desire, sure.
Then, before a very short prayer, the pastor turns, extends his hands and says, “The Lord be with you.” You
may feel inclined to extend your hands back to him as you say, “and with thy spirit.” You may. You don’t
have to. Just don’t walk up to the altar and hug him!
Continued on next page........

Thoughts from Pastor Brockman continued......
The highpoint of the “Word” part of the Divine Service begins with the three readings: Old Testament,
Epistle and Gospel. As you have come to know over many years of listening to these Bible readings, they can
be of variable lengths. But, the most important reading is the third reading, the Holy Gospel. Why? Because
this reading is about some aspect of the life of Jesus. There are ceremonies connected to this reading that don’t
happen with the other two readings. The congregation stands and sings simultaneously as the organ breaks out
with the booming notes of the Triple Alleluia. The reading of the Gospel is moved from the lectern to the pulpit with a lifting of the book, an elevation of the book and a carrying of the book to the pulpit. The announcement of the specific reading is accompanied by a chant of the congregation. The reader of the Holy Gospel will
cross his head, lips and heart, something all hearers MAY choose to do as well. May our knowledge, words
and desires all be in accordance with our Lord’s. When the reading is complete, another acclamation and response between reader and hearers is said or chanted. At times, the Gospel reading may be done in the middle
of the aisle, reminding listeners that the Word became flesh and dwells in our midst and that the proclamation
of the Word Made Flesh is to go into all the world. At other times, the entire Gospel reading may be chanted
by the reader. All of this “pomp and circumstance” makes it abundantly clear what part of the first portion of
the Divine Service is superior. The Gospel!
All remain standing for the creed (usually Nicene, but at other times Apostles’ or Athanasian). Here too are
unique ceremonies attached. At the words “and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man” all may genuflect (take one knee) or kneel (both knees). It is so because we Christians are so humbled by the fact that God became man. The creed ends with the words “the life of the world to come” and yet
another sign of the cross. Again, we are humbled by the fact that Christ went to the cross so we can have life.
Paul said is succinctly, “We preach Christ crucified.”
The Hymn of the Day, the Sermon, the Offering and the Prayers conclude the first part of the Divine
Service.
Next month, the second part (pillar) of the Divine Service: The Service of the Sacrament.
The Rev’d Father Michael Brockman, Associate Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church

A Hymn of Praise
The familiar hymn often called “The Doxology” or “The
Common Doxology” was written by Thomas Ken in 1674 as
the concluding verse of a morning hymn, “Awake, My Soul,
and With the Sun,” and an evening hymn, “Glory to Thee, My
God, This Night.” The lyrics are appropriate for any time of
giving or thanksgiving. Consider using this hymn as your
Thanksgiving dinner prayer.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Some church bodies have altered the words to “The Doxology”
slightly, but the overall sentiment — praising the Triune God
— remains the same. How profound to know that when we
sing it, we join Christians around the world and across nearly
440 years!

Wednesday, November 26
Grace 11:00 a.m.
Trinity 7:00 p.m.

I Know That My Redeemer Lives 461
Holy, Holy, Holy 507 Beautiful Savior 537
Jesus Loves Me 588 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 655
A Mighty Fortress is our God 657 The Church’s One Foundation 644
Built on the Rock 645 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 660 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 680
Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 685 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 702
Lord Jesus, Think on Me 610 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 611
I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 618 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 637
Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 707
Just as I Am, Without One Plea 570 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 575
Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 590 I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 729
O God, Our Help in Ages Past 733 Be Still, My Soul 752
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 761 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 770
Abide with Me 878 Now the Light Has Gone Away 887 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 892
Take My Life and Let It Be 783 Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 805
All Glory, Laud, and Honor 442 The Lamb 547 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 919
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 463 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 480
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 549 God Loved the World So That He Gave 571
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 636 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 918
Jesus, I will Ponder Now 440 Go to Dark Gethsemane 436 Glory Be to Jesus 433
Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 437 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 457
Once He Came in Blessing 333 We All Believe In One True God 953 Christ the Life of All the Living 420
Lift up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates 340 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 347 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 357
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 358 Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem 361 O Come all You Faithful 380
Hark the Herald Angels Sing 386 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 425
In the Cross of Christ I Glory 425 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord 497 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 516
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 528 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 710
Hark, The Voice of Jesus Crying 826 With the Lord Begin Your Task 869 Now Thank We all Our God 895
Lord, Bid Your Servant Go In Peace 937

This list began the other night. I had just taken the new pup out to do her business at 3 AM and had trouble
falling back to sleep. First one hymn came across my mind and then many more. As a church, we have such a
strong heritage in our Lutheran Hymnal. Oh, a few songs are hard to sing, but the majority of them we sing
with great joy and happiness.
My first pastor, Rev. Pardieck always insisted the Confirmation kids sing in the worship services. He So he
personally rehearsed us, which meant we had to learn the tune and the words. How embarrassing it was to
mess up when Mom and Dad, Grandpa and Grandma, and other siblings were sitting just a few feet away and
hearing every word out of your mouth. Did you say, “Just mouth the words?” Rest assured, you would hear
about it during the Sunday meal following the service. It made no difference if you could sing or not, we did
our best to make a joyful noise unto the Lord. So, the first hymn I learned was Glory Be to Jesus 433 followed
shortly by Beautiful Savior 537.
Confirmation class seems so long ago now. However, those days in Confirmation were just the beginning. As
I collected hymn titles for this article, I suddenly realized just how many hymns I love and cherish. I do not
think it would be possible to choose just one favorite hymn. Every hymn expresses God’s love for me. Unlike
so many newer songs, which express the idea: “What I do for God.” Join me, lift high our voices in love and
praise to God our Heavenly Father.
Psalm 150: 6

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! (ESV)

Lay-Deacon Aaron Hastings
(The numbers following the hymn name is where they can be found in the Lutheran Service Book)

From Our Confessions…The Smalcald Articles
Of the False Repentance of the Papists. (Part Two)
20] Here, too, there was no faith nor Christ, and the virtue of the absolution was not declared to him, but upon his
enumeration of sins and his self-abasement depended his consolation. What torture, rascality, and idolatry such
confession has produced is more than can be related.
21] As to satisfaction, this is by far the most involved [perplexing] part of all. For no man could know how much to
render for a single sin, not to say how much for all. Here they have resorted to the device of imposing a small
satisfaction, which could indeed be rendered, as five Paternosters, a day's fast, etc.; for the rest [that was lacking] of the
[in their] repentance they were directed to purgatory.
22] Here, too, there was nothing but anguish and [extreme] misery. [For] some thought that they would never get out
of purgatory, because, according to the old canons, seven years' repentance is required for a single mortal sin.
23] Nevertheless, confidence was placed upon our work of satisfaction, and if the satisfaction could have been perfect,
confidence would have been placed in it entirely, and neither faith nor Christ would have been of use. But this confidence was impossible. For, although any one had done penance in that way for a hundred years, he would still not
have known whether he had finished his penance. That meant forever to do penance and never to come to repentance.
24] Here now the Holy See at Rome, coming to the aid of the poor Church, invented indulgences, whereby it forgave
and remitted [expiation or] satisfaction, first, for a single instance, for seven years, for a hundred years and distributed
them among the cardinals and bishops, so that one could grant indulgence for a hundred years and another for a
hundred days. But he reserved to himself alone the power to remit the entire satisfaction.
25] Now, since this began to yield money, and the traffic in bulls became profitable he devised the golden jubilee year
[a truly gold-bearing year], and fixed it at Rome. He called this the remission of all punishment and guilt. Then the
people came running, because every one would fain have been freed from this grievous, unbearable burden. This
meant to find [dig up] and raise the treasures of the earth. Immediately the Pope pressed still further, and multiplied
the golden years one upon another. But the more he devoured money, the wider grew his maw. Later, therefore, he
issued them [those golden years of his] by his legates [everywhere] to the countries, until all churches and houses were
full of the Golden Year.
26] At last he also made an inroad into purgatory among the dead, first, by founding masses and vigils, afterwards, by
indulgences and the Golden Year, and finally souls became so cheap that he released one for a farthing.
27] But all this, too, was of no avail. For although the Pope taught men to depend upon, and trust in, these indulgences
[for salvation], yet he rendered the [whole] matter again uncertain. For in his bulls he declares: Whoever would share
in the indulgences or a Golden Year must be contrite, and have confessed, and pay money. Now, we have heard above
that this contrition and confession are with them uncertain and hypocrisy. Likewise, also no one knew what soul was
in purgatory, and if some were therein, no one knew which had properly repented and confessed. Thus he took the
precious money [the Pope snatched up the holy pence], and comforted them meanwhile with [led them to confidence
in] his power and indulgence, and [then again led them away from that and] directed them again to their uncertain
work.
28] If, now [although], there were some who did not believe [acknowledge] themselves guilty of such actual sins in
[committed by] thoughts, words, and works,—as I, and such as I, in monasteries and chapters [fraternities or colleges
of priests], wished to be monks and priests, and by fasting, watching, praying, saying Mass, coarse garments, and hard
beds, etc., fought against [strove to resist] evil thoughts, and in full earnest and with force wanted to be holy, and yet
the hereditary, inborn evil sometimes did in sleep what it is wont to do (as also St. Augustine and Jerome among
others confess),—still each one held the other in esteem, so that some, according to our teaching, were regarded as
holy, without sin and full of good works, so much so that with this mind we would communicate and sell our good
works to others, as being superfluous to us for heaven. This is indeed true, and seals, letters, and instances [that this
happened] are at hand.
29] [When there were such, I say,] These did not need repentance. For of what would they repent, since they had not
indulged wicked thoughts? What would they confess [concerning words not uttered], since they had avoided words?
For what should they render satisfaction, since they were so guiltless of any deed that they could even sell their
superfluous righteousness to other poor sinners? Such saints were also the Pharisees and scribes in the time of Christ.

To be continued next month.........

BOOK OF THE MONTH
I Trust When Dark My Road:
A Lutheran View of Depression
Todd A. Peperkorn
(St. Louis: Lutheran World Relief and Human Care, 2009, 102 pages)

This little booklet has already served its purpose countless times over—it has literally saved lives. It gives voice to the
voiceless and sympathy to the one who thinks he’s all alone. It’s a book about depression, but not abstractly—it’s about
one Pastor’s battle with depression. Pastor Peperkorn, who lives to tell his struggle, reveals the inner depths and the bottomless pit of depression. Thank God for Pastor Peperkorn and the Lord’s deliverance of him and others who suffer with him.
The book’s Forward is by Synod President Matthew Harrison, in which he relates
the battle of depression to earlier pastors in our Synod—notably the lament of the 2nd
President, Friedrich Wyneken. Harrison reveals one of the major misconceptions
about depression when he says: “Many go untreated, ashamed, and believing that a
‘strong faith’ would preclude such difficulties, and so the path to wellness is through
a restoration of such faith. Not so” (p.2).
After the Forward is the Introduction by Dr. Beverly Yahnke, a licensed clinical
psychologist, who serves as the executive director for Christian counseling for
Doxology and as a department chair and professor at Concordia University Wisconsin (CUW). Yahnke laments: “Sadly, clinical depression is often misunderstood as a
character flaw, a deficit of will or an absence of sufficient faith. Some glance aside,
wagging their heads sadly beliving that depressed people simply don’t choose to
‘snap out of it’ or that they just don’t choose to ‘suck it up’ and get on with what it is
they’ve been given to do” (p.5).
Depression is the plague that no one has felt free to speak of—most especially in the
ministry—until fairly recently. Pastor Peperkorn’s book is evidence of where we’ve come; and so is Doxology (The
Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and Counsel). Thank God the voices are speaking up and out about this debilitating
disease. Thank God pastors are getting help and the support they need. I think Pastor Peperkorn puts it most pointedly
when he says that “depression must surely be a first cousin to hell on earth” (6). This is what many Christians go through
all too often, pastors included.
There are 10 chapters in the book, each between 5 and 15 pages. And through these pages Pastor Peperkorn tells his story.
This isn’t a clinical or theoretical discussion of depression. It’s an account of how he planned to kill himself and how he
was saved. He reflects on the pain of depression within the family, the Church, and what went on in his own mind. He
honestly speaks of his anger and anxiety, how he would close himself off and not want to see anyone, even his own wife.
He talks of the disability he suffered from this depression and how there was no hope for him—he thought. Chapter nine is
the grim tale of Thinking the Unthinkable: can a Christian commit suicide? Thank God Pastor Peperkorn was given the rest
and hope he needed. Thank God there was a treatment: medical and spiritual. He was prescribed a heavy dosage of the
Gospel along with the necessary pills to fix what wasn’t a spiritual disease. In the epilogue he admits there is no end, or
magic bullet to finish off the depression. It’s a cross he and many others bear. And letting his reflection end on the cross is
right where it needs to be.
Each chapter ends in prayer and questions to ponder. The goal of this book is to be self-reflective—to consider your story
in light of his. In the end, there’s a list of recommendations for what to do if a loved one suffers from depression: prayer,
communication with them and their spouse, giving space, but not avoidance, and never to give up. Finally, there’s a list of
recommended reading that is surely helpful to all.
I highly recommend this book, even if you don’t think depression is something that particularly plagues you. The book is
free and can be downloaded as a PDF online. Pastor Peperkorn also keeps a blog on the topic of depression. You can visit:
http://www.darkmyroad.org/. He also has on that site links to interviews he has done, most notably the one on suicide in
the wake of Robin Williams a month or two ago.

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio 2014
(Theological Reading Group)
Typical Schedule:
9:00 – 9:45 am
9:45 – 11:45 am
11:45 am – Noon
Noon – 1:00 pm

Locations:
Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

Matins
Reading Discussion
Prayer
Lunch

2014 Reading Schedule:
November 18 (Grace, Wichita)
Bennett, Robert H. I Am Not Afraid: Demon Possession and Spiritual Warfare – True Accounts from the Lutheran
Church of Madagascar. St. Louis: CPH, 2013.
December 15
(Trinity, Wichita)
O’Callaghan, Paul D. The Feast of Friendship. Eighth Day Press, 2007.

2015
January 20

(Grace Wichita)

Girgis, Sherif, What is Marriage? Man and Woman: A Defense. Encounter Books, 2012

February 17

(Trinity, Wichita)

Sasse, Hermann, Translated by Erickson, Bror. Witness: Erlangen sermons and Essays for the Church 19331944. Saginaw: Magdeburg Press, 2013.
1)
The Congregation of the Redeemed (1 Peter 1:13-21) pgs. 86-101
2)
The Question before the Church (Acts 2:42-47) pgs. 150-166
3)
Church’s Day of Repentance (Hebrews 13:7-9) pgs. 231-249
4)
The Mystery of the Last Things (Matthew 25:1-13) pgs. 250-260
5)
The Message of the Reformation in These Changing Times pgs. 279-305

Last Class
November 8

DON’T FORGET!!: Daylight Savings
Time ENDS at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday
Morning, November 2! Set your clocks
back one hour before you go to bed on
Saturday evening so you won’t miss
Divine Worship & Sunday School/Bible
Class.

Let there be this
difference between the
servants of Christ and
the worshipers of
idols, that the latter
weep for their friends,
whom they suppose
to have perished
forever …. But from
us, for whom death is
the end not of our
nature but of this life
only, since our nature
itself is restored to a
better state, let the
advent of death wipe
away all tears.
—St. Ambrose
(A.D. 340-397)

ADVENT SEASON
BEGINS SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 30
During the season of Advent the
Church prepares herself for the
coming King through prayer and
meditation on the Lord’s Words. This Advent, please
join us for a Matins service at 12 noon with a meal
beforehand at 11 a.m. If you are unable to attend the
service at Grace, a Vesper service will be held at
Trinity at 7 p.m. preceded by a meal at 6 p.m.

As has been our tradition here at
Grace, we will have a meal at 11
a.m. prior to the noon Matins
Services. The first meal will be
Wednesday, December 3 and will
be provided by Al & Shirley
Matz. Help with dessert and/or
sides is always appreciated. The
second meal on Wednesday, December 10 will be
provided by Greg & Susan Reed. For the last meal on
December 17 we would like to have a “share a pot of
soup” meal. We are asking those who can to bring a
crock pot of their favorite soup to share. Please see
Susan for more information.

EARLY CHILDHOOD
PROGRAM
Friday mornings (9 a.m. - 12
noon) at the chapel next to
Trinity Lutheran Church.
Volunteers are needed to help us with childcare - there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex,
or talk to Nikki Boyle or Ashley Janney. If
you have any toys or supplies to donate,
please help us fill our preschool room!
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Practices are now going on for
our Children's Choir! Erin
Kenny is the director and will
be leading practices 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday evenings at Trinity Lutheran
Church. Interested or questions contact Erin
at : ejkennykumc@gmail.com
ADULT CHOIR
Practice is on Sunday evenings at 6:15 p.m.
here at Grace. Come & Join in!

Remember our Homebound &
Nursing Home Members
Virgil Angleton
Wayne Bacon (Sharon)
Ginny Doesken
Ginger Manchesian (Rex)
Don Mehl (Bonnie)
Ruth Ann Meyer (Al Gene)
Virginia Riffel
Anna Ruckle
Thelma Silver
Ron Stegman (Trivona)
Peggy Strecker
Don Swanigan

LIVING AS STEWARDS
ARTICLE FOR NOVEMBER 2014
Have you ever noticed how children emulate their parents? Children watch their parents and they do what they
see them doing. This is how they learn to speak. They watch the shape and form of their parents’ mouths and they
try to make the same shape so that they can make the same sounds.
But children copy their parents even on a more mundane level. They watch how their parents cross their legs,
how they fold their hands, how they stand and sit and walk, how they do and say most everything: and children
try to copy it. This can be quite humorous when caught in the act. They do this even when parents don’t want
them to. Everyone has been in the uncomfortable, and sometimes rather embarrassing, situation where a child
does or says what one of their parent’s have done or said…something that is not too flattering! Sitcoms thrive on
this sort of thing. And it only works because of the truth that children emulate their parents. And they do it because they want to be like them.
We are the children of God by grace, through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan, “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the Father claims us as His own. He takes away all our sins, and in exchange He gives us His righteousness, His purity,
His holiness, and HIs Spirit, by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.” We are born again, born from above, born of
water and the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children. We are sons of God in Christ, through Baptism. And
since we are sons, we are heirs; heirs who share in the glory of the Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of
the Father’s grace and mercy, because of His generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all eternity.
And this is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. Through the working of the Holy
Spirit, we are enabled to lead holy lives. We are strengthened to emulate the generosity of our heavenly Father by
being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the church because we have witnessed the generous giving of
our Father in heaven. More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received God our Father’s gifts
that we desire to give ourselves. And His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As the
Small Catechism teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:
“Give us this day our daily bread. What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our
prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive
our daily bread with thanksgiving. What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do
with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money,
goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government,
good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”
In other words, he gives us everything that we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no
bounds.
Therefore we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the week, and
set aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the church. Not because He has commanded us
so to do. But rather because we, as His children by grace, want to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is
our Father; we are His children. And children want to be like their parents.

Glen Rolf, Chairman Board of Stewardship
Reprinted from LCMS Stewardship Resources

Mite GOAL 2014-2016 Biennium
$152,750.00
($6,364 is needed each month to meet our goal.)

MITES RECEIVED through 8/31/14
$27,633.00
2014 LWR PICK-UP REPORT
Kansas District Churches
Wichita - 827 Boxes, Weight 16,718 lbs.
Hays - 527 Boxes, Weight 9,857 lbs
Salina - 612 Boxes, Weight 13,078 lbs
Topeka - 705 Boxes, Weight 13,003 lbs.
Total Weight - 52,656 pounds
Total Number of Boxes - 2,671
Number of Participating Churches - 140
Grace’s Contribution:
33 Quilts
48 Health Kits
Over 796 bars of soap
Final count of 2013 Quilt Campaign
Results - 485,931 quilts
Most ever received in a one year time frame!
Praise the Lord!

FALL WORKSHOP
November 1, 2014 at
Trinity, Winfield

LWML Texas District Stamporee Project Update!
A BIG thank you to women all over the Kansas District
for faithfully collecting stamps. The Kansas District lends
support to the Texas District LWML, which gathers and
sorts stamps, sells them to stamp dealers and collectors,
and donates ALL proceeds to the Lutheran World Relief
shipping costs. Over $25,000 has been raised over the past
10 years from the LWML districts and groups that send
stamps to Texas! It is no longer necessary to sort stamps!
Thanks to everyone who faithfully brings their stamps for
this project.

Holy Cross , Wichita
Women’s Retreat.....

Treasured
January 17, 2015 ~
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
We are the precious, treasured possession of our
Heavenly Father, who sought us and claimed us
as His own in Christ!
Cost: $20, includes lunch. Register by January 12

October 26 is the last day to make
reservations see Audrey Rolf...
June 25-28, 2015: 36th Biennial LWML
Convention in Des Moines, Iowa

Yours in Christ,

Audrey Rolf

April 15-17, 2016: 36th Biennial
Kansas District Convention in Manhattan

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Most of our article this month will be consecrating on Christmas
and the projects we are planning to undertake. That information is listed below.
However, first things first! A couple of Sundays ago, the Youth Group from Holy Cross and their counselor,
Brian Amey, who also serves a DCE, met us at Grace with a trailer full of surprises! We were first presented
with a check for $2,300 for the Food pantry, bags full of tube sock for our homeless project, about 30 paper
bags containing the ingredients to make Mexican Chicken Soup (the bags had our Grace logo & a scripture on it
along with the recipe to make the soup), they had also had a congregational ingathering which provided more
food for the pantry! It was so overwhelming and we are so very grateful. We were able to shake the hands of
and learn the names of the youth who came to present this to us. They were all youth between 8th grade and
High School Seniors.
Now, to things of Christmas....
We recently received a call from Faith Lutheran in Derby and they want to partner with us for the Christmas
Food Baskets! Judy Howard is sending them a list of the food items that go into our Baskets. What a blessing!
We have mailed or hand delivered to our sister churches and some school social workers a letter requesting
the names and information on 3 families in the most need of help at Christmas. These letters are to be
returned by November 6.
November 18 is the day we will be putting up the Food Banner, Angel Tree, and a box for mittens, scarves, &
caps. We appreciate your assistance with this major project.

The Food Banner: The Food Banner will also be in place on Tuesday, November 18 with the Food
Symbols on it. Please take the Food Symbols off the banner that you would like to donate for our
Christmas Baskets that will be distributed on December 20. When you return your items, DO NOT
put the Food Symbols back on the banner, put them in the jar on the table by the banner. We will
begin sorting groceries for distribution on Monday, December 14, so please have your donations
returned to the Church before this date. We definitely could use your help! We will using the Fellowship Hall (gymnasium) to work this project. Please come and help us and/or come and see
how this is all carried-out.
Turkeys: We will be needing 30 turkeys (approximately 10-14 pounds each) for the for Food
Baskets. Thanksgiving sales will soon be on. If you would like to donate a turkey or two for the
baskets that would be a blessing! A sign-up sheet will soon be available in the Narthex. The upright freezer in the old kitchen is empty and just waiting to hold turkeys.
The Angel Tree: The Angel Tree will be up Tuesday, November 18 and we will have angels to be
adopted. If you would like to sponsor a child you will be able to take a name or names off of the
tree. All the information you need will be on the back of the Angel you select. A box for mittens,
scarves, and caps will also be available. All gifts need to be returned NO LATER THAN MONDAY,
DECEMBER 14th.
White Tube Socks for the Homeless: We will be accepting donations of white tube socks that will
be filled with - goodies for the homeless and we will also be needing - goodies‖ to fill them with.
Some suggested - goodies are: hard candy, small packages of snacks, - Slim Jims, playing cards,
etc. We need the tube socks and goodies donated by Sunday, December 7 .

We ask for your prayers for all who are and will be working on all these projects and that our work is pleasing to our Lord and Savior. .... Amen

It’s that time of year when thoughts of Christmas
and helping others comes to mind. As has been our
custom, we will be preparing Christmas boxes for
needy families. Each child in the family will be presented with a small gift and personalized, decorated
Christmas stocking. We need donations of stocking
stuffer items Some suggestions are: Hot wheel type
cars, small cosmetic items, crayons, pencils, markers, coloring books, stickers, hair ornaments, playing cards, McDonald gift certificates, chewing gum,
wrapped candy, and so on. Thank you in advance
for your help.

CANDY NEEDED FOR
CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS
We know it is early yet BUT as you are purchasing
candy for Halloween consider this.. Any left-over
candy that doesn’t have Halloween figures (ghosts,
witches, etc) can be donated to the Board of Social
Ministry and used at Christmas time for children’s
stockings and homeless tube socks. Thank you in
advance for your assistance.

The Food Pantry at Grace Lutheran
Church asks for powdered (dry)
milk during the month of November. Please bring these items to
Church on Sundays in November
and place in the collection crate
located in our Narthex. Many
thanks for your help and service to
the poor in our neighborhood.

Grace/Trinity night to serve at the
Lord’s Diner on South Hillside is
the 1st Tuesday of every month
which means our night for
November will be Tuesday,
November 4 Please be there by
5:00pm, serving begins at
5:30pm – 7:30pm and cleanup until approximately
8:30pm. If you are scheduled to serve and cannot
make it, PLEASE call as soon as you know you
can’t be there so we can be sure we have at least 30
there! Remember: EVERYONE MUST HAVE A
FOOD HANDLER’S CARD!! Any Questions???
Contact Vicki Bessey @ 721-2105

BACKPACKS FOR
THE HOMELESS
Backpacks are being
collected to be given to
the homeless who “live”
out of them. With the
start of school there are
several places where
backpacks are on sales
and these can even be
found at garage sales
If you have an adult size backpack to donate towards this cause please bring them to the Food

Grace Lutheran Church, LCMS
3310 East Pawnee ~ Wichita, KS 67218
Pastor: Rev. Geoffrey R. Boyle
Associate Pastor: Rev. Michael C. Brockman
Office Phone: 316-685-6781
Office Hours:
8:30 am - 4:00 pm Tues-Fri
Closed on Mondays
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com

COME WORSHIP WITH US
8:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship Service
2:00 p.m. Hispanic Worship Service
4:30 p.m. Sunday Worship Service
11:00 a.m. Wednesday Divine Service

02 - Margie Hurt
03 - Anneabella Fortine
04 - Austin Rickenbaugh
05 - Shirley Matz
Rachael Taylor
09 - Alex Harber
11 - Amber Sultz
12 - Ana Boyle
13 - Darral Marquardt
14 - Bryson Smith
17 - Christina Dohmeier
18 - Matthew Hastings
Chrystal Nunnold
19 - Kristine Angleton
20 - Tara Johnson
22 - Miriam Nickel
Margaret Young
24 - Beckey Morse
25 - Margie Heath
29 - Janice Schmidt
April Warren
30 - Marissa Saddler

01 02 03 05 07 11 12 16 19 20 22 23 25 29 -

Les Brunner
Claire Boyle
Derek Fortine
Harold Brunner
Tara Johnson
Mike Freed
Treasa Jones
Skylar McKinley
Jolene Maltz
Karaleigh Warren
Fallyn Janney
Pastor Boyle
Warren Balke
Ana Boyle
Travis Fortine
Margie Hurt

www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org
Wondering who your Elder is??
Check out the lists in the
Narthex or below. Your Elder
is available for you to contact at
anytime. Check your Church
Directory for their phone
numbers or you may contact
the Church Office.

Your Last Name

Your Elder Is

Adams - Clyborne
Corey - Gardner
Garrard - Marquardt
Mattix - Slavin
Smith - Zumalt

Al Matz
Warren Balke
Jonathan Maltz
Deacon Hastings
Glen Rolf

03 - Les & Judy Howard

