Grace Notes – September 2018

“By GRACE I’m saved, GRACE free and boundless…” ~ LSB 566:1
Volume 66, Issue 9

Honoring Your Neighbor’s Name
“‘Bear no false witness nor defame
Your neighbor nor destroy his name,
But view him in the kindest way;
Speak truth in all that you say.’
Have mercy, Lord!” (LSB 581:9)
I just finished reading (actually, listening) to Homer’s Iliad. It was long;
it was beautiful. I listened to the old poetic translation by Alexander
Pope, translated between AD 1713 and 1720 (it was free). Many things
stood out, but one in particular was the sense of honor. It was honor
that led Achilles to forsake Agamemnon and let the Greeks go to
war without him, their greatest chief. And it was honor that brought
him back to the war. It was honor that led Hector to remain outside
the city walls and face Achilles’ wrath alone. And it was for his honor
that the book ends with Hector’s funeral rites.
Perhaps what struck me most was how strange this sense of honor
seems to us today. Honor appears to be a thing of the past. Making a
name for oneself is synonymous today with doing whatever it takes
to get ahead in corporate America. It’s not dying heroically, or selfsacrificially. When we do come upon someone truly honorable, we
get a taste of the awe and wonder that’s fitting for one made in the
image of God. That’s something for which we should all strive.
To live without honor is to live in shame; and that’s intolerable.
Shame is paralyzing. It cuts you off from others. It drives you into
darkness and despair. And that’s no way to live. “Therefore,” Luther
says, “God does not want the reputation, good name, and upright character of
our neighbor to be taken away or diminished…He wants everyone to stand in his
integrity before wife, children, servants, and neighbors.” (LC I.256)
So, how does God preserve our honor and that of others?
He gives us the 8th commandment:
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”
What does this mean?
“We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor,
betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of
him, and explain everything in the kindest way.”
That is to say, in the first place, this commandment is given to
preserve the dignity of the human person. The 5 th commandment
protected the bodily life of the person, the 6th commandment
protected the care of the person through the family, and the 7th
commandment protected the property of the person. This protects his
dignity. And that’s not nothing. Whenever we defend the rights of
man—whether in the court of law or before a bully at school—we
uphold this commandment and protect the God-given dignity.
More generally, this commandment also forbids every sin of the
tongue, by which we hurt our neighbor. St. James vividly depicts the
power of the tongue:
“And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able
also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that
they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also:
though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a
small member, yet it boasts of great things.
How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a
fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members,

Grace Lutheran Church, Wichita, Kansas
Church Office Telephone – (316) 685-6781
Email: graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com Web: www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire
by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be
tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord
and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God.
10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these
things ought not to be so.” (James 3:2-10)
Yes, God commands us to speak truthfully and charitably about our
neighbors so that others view them in the best possible light. But we
must remember that there’s a difference between knowing our
neighbor’s sin and judging his sin. “You may indeed know about it,”
Luther says, “but you are not to judge it [Mt 7:1-5]. I can indeed see and hear
that my neighbor sins. But I have no command to report it to others” (LC
I.266). And without such a command, say nothing. Luther goes on,
“do nothing other than turn your ears into a grave and cover it, until you are
appointed to be judge and to punish by virtue of your office.” Imagine if we
actually did this! Imagine letting God be judge, and not us!
Like us, our neighbor has been made in the image of God and given
a name. He is known uniquely by our Lord, just as we are. What that
means is that what’s done in secret is open to our Lord. So, if you
happen to know what’s done in secret, keep it so—He’s the judge,
not you. You may secretly rebuke your neighbor—that’d be to his
benefit—but you may not make it public. That would destroy his
name, and a good name is worth more than gold (Prov 22:1).
So how do we protect our neighbor’s name?
We hide his sin, cover his imperfections, and speak only of what is
honorable in him. As St. Paul says,
“the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on those
parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and
our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty” (1 Cor 12:22-23)
So also let us “bestow the greater honor” and clothe our neighbor’s faults
that we might spare his name and promote his honor. Rarely do I
find such a “clothing” of faults on Facebook—and I’ve heard Twitter
is even worse. The internet has done wonders for our ability to
destroy our neighbor’s reputation. What’s done in secret can now “go
viral.” Names are now separated from faces. Anonymity permits
slander to sit comfortably in his basement in his underwear. “ My
brothers, these things ought not to be so.”
If you use social media, speak kindly of your neighbor, promote his
name, bestow honor (as much as Facebook in honorable). Do not hide
behind a screen, but let your word be true and honorable and always
tied to your name and face. Never send an anonymous letter. Never
hide your face. For you are created in the image of God. He has
bestowed upon you the name that is above every name. And with
that name, let your yes be yes, and your no, no. Speak the truth,
shame the devil, and rejoice in the honor the Lord has bestowed
upon you and all those made in His image. Our world could use a bit
more honor—whether it’s another Achilles, Hector, or you and your
neighbor bearing the image of God to the world.
Yours in Christ, who comes in the Name of the Lord,
Pastor Boyle

FROM OUR CONFESSIONS
The Large Catechism
by Martin Luther
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
The Fourth Commandment, cont’d.
137] Whence come so many knaves that must daily be hanged, beheaded, broken upon the wheel, but from disobedience [to parents], because they will not submit to discipline in kindness, so that, by the punishment of God, they bring it
about that we behold their misfortune and grief? For it seldom happens that such perverse people die a natural or timely death.
But the godly and obedient have this blessing, that they live long in pleasant quietness, and see their children's children
(as said above) to the third and fourth generation.
138] Thus experience also teaches, that where there are honorable, old families who fare well and have many children,
they owe their origin to the fact, to be sure, that some of them were brought up well and were regardful of their parents.
On the other hand, it is written of the wicked, Ps. 109:13: Let his posterity be cut off; and in the generation following let
their name be blotted out. 139] Therefore heed well how great a thing in God's sight obedience is, since He so highly
esteems it, is so highly pleased with it, and rewards it so richly, and besides enforces punishment so rigorously on those
who act contrariwise.
140] All this I say that it may be well impressed upon the young. For no one believes how necessary this commandment
is, although it has not been esteemed and taught hitherto under the papacy. These are simple and easy words, and everybody thinks he knew them afore; therefore men pass them lightly by, are gaping after other matters, and do not see
and believe that God is so greatly offended if they be disregarded, nor that one does a work so well pleasing and precious if he follows them.
141] In this commandment belongs a further statement regarding all kinds of obedience to persons in authority who
have to command and to govern. For all authority flows and is propagated from the authority of parents. For where a
father is unable alone to educate his [rebellious and irritable] child, he employs a schoolmaster to instruct him; if he be
too weak, he enlists the aid of his friends and neighbors; if he departs this life, he delegates and confers his authority
and government upon others who are appointed for the purpose. 142] Likewise, he must have domestics, man-servants
and maid-servants, under himself for the management of the household, so that all whom we call masters are in the
place of parents and must derive their power and authority to govern from them. Hence also they are all called fathers
in the Scriptures, as those who in their government perform the functions of a father, and should have a paternal heart
toward their subordinates. As also from antiquity the Romans and other nations called the masters and mistresses of
the household patres- et matres- familiae, that is, housefathers and housemothers. So also they called their national rulers and overlords patres patriae, that is, fathers of the entire country, for a great shame to us who would be Christians
that we do not likewise call them so, or, at least, do not esteem and honor them as such.
143] Now, what a child owes to father and mother, the same owe all who are embraced in the household. Therefore
man-servants and maid-servants should be careful not only to be obedient to their masters and mistresses, but also to
honor them as their own fathers and mothers, and to do everything which they know is expected of them, not from
compulsion and with reluctance, but with pleasure and joy for the cause just mentioned, namely, that it is God's command and is pleasing to Him above all other works. 144] Therefore they ought rather to pay wages in addition and be
glad that they may obtain masters and mistresses to have such joyful consciences and to know how they may do truly
golden works; a matter which has hitherto been neglected and despised, when, instead, everybody ran, in the devil's
name, into convents or to pilgrimages and indulgences, with loss [of time and money] and with an evil conscience.
Continued next month...
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Divine Service: 8am
Bible Study: 9:30am @ Trinity in
September
Misa en Español: 2pm

Mon. - Fri.
Matins: 9am
*unless noted otherwise

Wednesdays
Bible Study: 9:30am
Divine Service: 11am
Evening Prayer: 7pm @ Trinity

Pastor’s Sermons are on the website and can be accessed through our Podcast “Service of the Word” — Check ‘em out!

Please Pray for our Missionaries:
Daniel, Kathryn, and Ana Conrad

Roy & Elisa Askins and their children

Look for their current newsletters in the narthex.

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
How it works:
Think about an unmet need in your community and how you could help. Apply to lead your volunteer team
in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Once
your project is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action Kit, including:
• Promotional banner.
• Invitations and thank-you cards.
• Thrivent Action Team T-shirts.
A $250 Community Impact Card you can use as seed money to purchase project supplies and create promotional materials.

How often am I eligible?
All Thrivent members are eligible to lead a Thrivent Action Team. However, the number of teams each member can lead per year depends on his or her membership type. Benefit members are eligible to lead two
Thrivent Action Teams per calendar year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year
(maximum of three).

Things to keep in mind:
Involve others
Bring together a volunteer team of friends, family and people in your community to have a bigger impact. It's
not a gift or a grant. It's seed money, and it's an investment to help get your project started or gain awareness
for your cause, rather than directly giving the money to (granting) or purchasing items for (gifting) your
cause.
One action team, one project
Multiple members cannot apply to receive a Thrivent Action Kit to be used toward the exact same project.
Report your success
Share your stories, photos and volunteer team info with us after your event – this must be completed before
applying to lead your next Thrivent Action Team.

LOG IN AT www. Thrivent.com and click Making a Difference and then
choose Thrivent Action Team. Please call Vicki Lessman at (316) 684-1367 if you have
any questions.

“We made bad use of immortality, and so ended up dying; Christ
made good use of mortality, so that we might end up living.”
~ St. Augustine of Hippo, On Christian Teaching, pg. 14.

Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio
(Theological Reading Group)

Typical Schedule: (3rd Tuesday)
9:00 – 9:45 am
Matins
9:45 – 11:45 am
Reading Discussion
11:45 am – Noon
Prayer
Noon – 1:00 pm
Lunch

Locations:
Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E Pawnee, Wichita, KS
Trinity Lutheran Church
611 S Erie, Wichita, KS

2018 Reading Schedule:

January 23** (Grace, Wichita)
Esolen, Anthony. Out of the Ashes: Rebuilding American Culture (2017), 193pp.
February 20
(Trinity, Wichita)
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Letters and Papers from Prison (1953), 448pp.
March 20
(Grace, Wichita)
Meyendorff, John. Catholicity and the Church. (Crestwood: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1983), 156pp.
April 17
(Trinity, Wichita)
Irenaeus of Lyons, Against the Heresies, Book IV; ANF 1:462-525 (2nd c.), 63pp.
May 15 (Grace, Wichita)
Chemnitz, Martin. “9th and 10th Topics,” Examination of the Council of Trent, Vol. 1:547-663 (1565). 116pp.
June 19 (Trinity, Wichita)
Chesterton, G.K. The Everlasting Man (1925), 344pp.
July 10**
(Grace, Wichita)
Hauerwas, Stanley and William H. Willimon. Resident Aliens: A Provocative Christian Assessment of Culture
and Ministry for People who Know that Something Is Wrong. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989), 172pp.
August 21
(Trinity, Wichita)
Wilken, Robert L. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God (2005), 398pp.

September 18 (Grace, Wichita)
Augustine of Hippo. On Christian Teaching
October 16** (Retreat Center in Herington, KS), beginning at 10am
Luther, Martin. “Letters”, LW 48. St. Louis: CPH, 1963. (48pp).
November 20 (Grace, Wichita)
John Paul II, Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of the Body (2006), 735pp.
December 18 (Trinity, Wichita)
John of Damascus, Three Treatises On the Divine Images (8th c.), 158pp.

September 2 – Trinity XIV – Jesus’ merciful words and
ways work life and healing (Proverbs 4:20-22). He brings
forth brilliant and abundant fruit (Galatians 5:22-23) even
from flesh like ours (Galatians 5:19-21) that was born broken. We who take these words to heart—and the hearts we
touch with them—will live indeed. Gracious Savior, bring
life to us and bring life through us. Amen.
Septmber 9 – Trinity XV – Our God Jesus has set us free
from sin, death, and the power of the devil. He also gives
us the gift of dependence, to depend upon Him in faith
and on one another in love and service (Galatians 6:2). Rather than diminishing our humanity, mutual dependence
dignifies it. Lord Jesus, help me to depend upon You with Your
people and defend those who depend upon me. Amen.
September 16 – Trinity XVI – In both the Old Testament
and Gospel readings we see the ultimate miracle, sons
raised from the dead (1 Kings 17:17-24, Luke 7:11-17). Yet
they present but a tiny picture of what will happen because
God raised His Son from the dead! All the dead in Christ
will be raised to eternal life. Death is a defeated enemy!
Lord, may Your defeat of death give us courage as we confront a
culture of death. Amen.

September 23 – Trinity XVII – In Christ God embraced
and befriended hearts and bodies ruined by sin. He allowed neither disabilities nor disobedience to separate anyone from His love (Luke 14:1-4). This forgiveness heals us
to share the same gracious kingdom with the ones right in
front of us who struggle with impairment and iniquity
(Luke 14:12-14). Extend Your kingdom, Lord Jesus, through me
to those who are broken like I am. Amen.
September 30 – Trinity XVIII – Those who see abortion as
just “another issue” and would support or encourage a
woman to make such a choice fail to understand the scriptural concept of “neighbor” and have a false sense of what
it means to love. Those who see both mother and unborn
child as “neighbor” and take action to bring help and hope
fulfill the second greatest commandment in the Law and
reflect the love of Christ (Matthew 22:34-40).

SUNDAY SCHOOL/ BIBLE CLASS
is at Trinity at 9:30 am for the month of September. Please join us!

Lord’s Diner Tuesday, Septmber 4, 2017 at 5:30pm
“The Lord's Diner relies on volunteers and their gift of time and talent to achieve our mission of
"Responding to Christ's call to feed the hungry."
st
rd
Free classes on the 1 and 3 Mondays and Saturdays of each month are available at the City of Wichita Environmental Health Department, 1900 E. 9th Street. Online classes (approved by the City of Wichita) are also
available for a fee. Please call 316-268-8351 or visit their website: www.wichita.gov to register for a class or
for additional information.

September LCMS Stewardship Article:
It’s September, and everything is in full swing again: back to school and back to church attendance
after vacations and weekends away. And since everything is back into full swing, it’s a perfect time
to get back to basics, back to the foundation.
At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides
a helpful reminder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote:
Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to moment,
is given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service you
could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His own already. So then, when we talk of a
man doing anything for God or giving anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like
a small child going to its father and saying, “Daddy, give me six pence to buy you a birthday present.” Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with the child’s present. It is all very nice and
proper, but only an idiot would think that the father is six-pence to the good on the transaction.
When a man has made these two discoveries God can really get to work. It is after this that real life
begins. (128–129).
This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has to do with ownership.
God owns everything, and we are simply managers — stewards — acting on His behalf. This is true
not only of all that we have in this life (Deuteronomy 8:17–18), but also all that we are in this life (1
Corinthians 6:20).
The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to
make use of it according to His will, there is an expectation of responsibility and accountability.
For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from
him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more” (Luke 12:48b).
And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21).
We have everything we need to support this body and life from our God’s fatherly divine goodness
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we need for our spiritual life
also from His merciful hands.
On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and the
administration of the sacraments, we have the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered to us with absolute certainty that it is ours — not as stewards but as sons (Galatians
4:1–7).
Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He gives to us into the service of His church and to His
glory.

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry

Yes, I Want to Support Cultural Renewal!
Join our growing community of monthly members who believe our culture desperately needs
renewed.
If you believe we need to cultivate a community of friends in our fractured age...
And if you think the need to retrieve the common heritage of our faith is greater than ever...
Then Eighth Day Institute is your kind of organization!
Eighth Day Institute seeks to revive a common culture based on historic Nicene Christianity by
cultivating community, teaching the faith, and renewing the mind through national conferences, small community groups, and publications (digital & print). Make a difference today by
supporting the work of Eighth Day Institute. And join us at one of our events!
Support Eighth Day Institute's efforts to renew culture with a new monthly membership at the
Patron level and above, and in addition to regular perks, join us at one of our signature events
for free (Symposium, Colloquium, Florovsky Week, Inklings Festival)!
• Eighth Day Friend: $15/month - includes access to digital content and subscription to biannual Patristic Word.
• Eighth Day Patron: $35/month - plus 50% off all events, 10% discount at Eighth Day Books,
and subscription to tri-annual Synaxis.
• Eighth Day Pillar: $75/month - plus all events free and invitation to private events with
signature event speakers
•

Eighth Day Olympian: $150/month - you can do pretty much anythinng you want!
www.eighthdayinstitute.org

September 2
"Eager to Preach the Good News"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann
In a classic message from 1968, Dr. Oswald Hoffmann says, "The Good News (of Christ) is really good; good enough to
believe, good enough to trust."
(Romans 1:14-17)
September 9
"The Changeless Christ for a Changing World"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Walter A. Maier
In a classic message first heard in 1937, Dr. Walter A. Maier tells how Christ comes to us in our world of change and
decay with a message of unchanging hope.
(Hebrews 13:8)
September 16
"The Mystery of God"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann
The undeniable hiddenness of God becomes the openness of God when you see His Son, Jesus Christ.
(Isaiah 55:6-9)
September 23
"Come, Lord Jesus"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
In a classic message from 1998, Dr. Dale Meyer explains how a common table prayer reminds us of our dependence upon God and His gifts.
(Exodus 16)
September 30
"Cut Off-for Us"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr.
Sin is serious because it cuts us off from God. Guest speaker Dr. Lawrence Rast says Jesus was cut off from God, in our
place.
(Mark 9:38-50)

Listed below are the radio stations and times the Lutheran Hour can be heard in Wichita:
KFTI 1070 AM 8:30 a.m. Sunday
K204DQ 88.7 FM 9:00 a.m. Sunday
Website: http://www.lutheranhour.org

GRACE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION
All donations of groceries are appreciated to help the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry.
Each month specific items are suggested;
The suggestion for September is sugar.
You may place your donations in the narthex basket marked Grace Food
Pantry.

As always, any non-perishables are greatly appreciated. Thanks!

~Community Rewards, where shopping and giving come together~
There is no need to re-enroll your supporters with Community Rewards. All participants will continue giving to their favorite school, nonprofit organization, or church without any additional action needed… it’s automatic! Our “new year of giving” has begun, so now is a great time to thank those who have selected your
cause and remind potential supporters how easy it is to sign up!
Our customers (and your supporters) are telling us where to donate $2 million and your
organization has a chance to earn meaningful fundraising dollars. Just visit
www.dillons.com/communityrewards , www.bakersplus.com/communityrewards or
www.gerbes.com/communityrewards for details. As always, joining Community Rewards does not affect fuel points or coupon discounts!
As a note: We are in the process of updating our website to remove the message about re-enrollment for
Community Rewards. Please disregard this re-enrollment message, should it still be visible when you visit
the website… everything is automatic this year!

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM
Grace is now registered with the Amazon Smile program.
Purchases made through smile.amazon.com may have a portion of the proceeds donated to Grace.
Select Grace Lutheran Church in Wichita, KS as your charitable organization in your Amazon profile.
There is no change in selection, availability, or prices when using
smile.amazon.com to support Grace through the Smile program.

ATTENTION LADIES!
Bunco will meets again this month:
Thursday, September 27th at Trinity at 7pm.
If you are interested in hosting,
please let Patricia VanSant know.
Feel free to bring friends and please RSVP.

HALL OF MEN
FOR MEN ONLY - A local fellowship hall
where the men break bread, tap the keg, and toast their heroes.
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E
Douglas Ave) Doors open at 7:00pm. Food is served at 7:30pm, and evening events
officially begin at 8:30pm with a hymn, the Nicene Creed, and a lecture on a hero
whose life inspires us to live more authentic lives and to fight
for the renewal of our culture.

Sisters of Sophia
FOR WOMEN ONLY - After almost seven years of Hall of Men meetings, it is time to offer something
similar for the ladies.
WHEN: September 18 Sister Mary Antona Ebo presented by Ellen Awe
WHERE: at Eighth Day Institute at The Ladder (2836 E Douglas Ave)
CONTACT: Nyleen Lenk—lenkedn@gmail.com
Dear Sisters,
If you aren't familiar with the Sisters of Sophia, we walk with women of wisdom as we learn from their
lives. We meet every third Tuesday of the month. Our gathering of ladies is both challenging and refreshing, as is the camaraderie along the way!
6:15 Doors Open at The Ladder, EDI headquarters
6:30 Food and Fellowship
7:30 Eighth Day Convocation and Lecture
8:15 Q&A and Closing Prayer
Please come to break bread with us, learn with us, or both! We will end promptly at 8:30, but women are
welcome to chat long after that!
Supper is gratis, provided by volunteer attendees. Water and iced tea will be available. Adult beverages are
available on a donation basis. Please feel free to invite friends through FB! Childcare not available.
See more at: http://www.eighthdayinstitute.org/sisters_of_sophia

Sharing Christ’s Salvation Story So That Every Soul Is Saved!

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Boyle’s Schedule: Off on Mondays
*He can best be reached either at (316) 650-1583
or pastor.boyle@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Find us on the Web
www.gracelutheranchurch-wichita.org

8:00am Divine Service
9:30am Sunday School and Bible Class
*at Trinity this month

2:00pm Divine Service en Español

Grace Lutheran Church
3310 E. Pawnee
Wichita, KS 67218
Address Services Requested
graceoffice@glc.kscoxmail.com

